
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

JANUARY 20, 2011 
 
 

 MEMBERS PRESENT: Jane Brodhecker, Chairperson 
    Lori Day, Vice Chairperson 
    Fred Hough 
    Jim Hunt 
    CeCe Pattison 
    Joan Snook-Smith 
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
    Steve Komar, County Agricultural Agent 
 
 
Donna said she wanted to make some points before the Board begins their 
discussion.  As mentioned to Peter Southway, even if the farm was preserved 
with the County program and State funds were involved, he would still need the 
permission of both this Board and the State Ag. Development Committee for 
anything he would like to do.   
 
From the day these four applications were submitted, Mr. Southway never stated 
he wanted to put greenhouses on the lots.  He does have a greenhouse on one of 
the four farms, but the balance is a dairy operation at the present time.  When 
the federal funding became available back in later summer/early fall, nothing 
was done without Mr. Southway's permission and support.  He was aware of the 
restrictions from the onset and had discussions with the Conservation 
Foundation and the County.  He has also met with the FSA. 
 
Joan Snook Smith asked for a clarification on the impervious coverage 
restriction.  Donna said that he cannot exceed 2% for impervious coverage.  The 
2% impervious coverage can be located anywhere on the property and it amounts 
to .81% and .86% respectively on the two lots.  He would be allowed to construct 
a temporary greenhouse that would not come under this 2% cap.   
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Donna reminded the Board that the appraisal process is set by State Statute.  
This Board cannot change it.  Some appraisals come in high and some come in 
low.  There is a review process to determine the certification.  Sussex County has 
a very high success rate at the State in not being questioned like other counties 
as regards to appraisals.  Donna said whatever the Board decides, they need to 
come up with a policy for using federal funds in the future.  If there are funds 
available for any other farms, the County will have to use them.  If Mr. Southway 
is awarded the extra money, the Board has to be clear that this is not a 
precedent.  In the future, anyone that is coming forward and agrees to take 
federal funds must agree right up front that whatever their certified value is, they 
cannot negotiate for more.  It has been this Board's policy for 25+ years that they 
do not approve additional money over certified value.  When this program first 
began, farmers were not allowed to have cell towers or other new technology.  So 
this, in itself, is a new potential benefit.   
 
Jane Brodhecker asked how it was possible to award additional funds and not 
set a precedent.  Donna said it is possible because there is no policy yet and this 
came to them in the eleventh hour.  The Board must adopt a policy which will be 
attached to future FP applications.  The Policy will say that whatever funds are 
available will be used and that the landowner has to agree to those restrictions 
without additional compensation. 
 
CeCe Pattison asked what would serve the County's best interest.  Donna said 
the County will receive $229,000, minus what Mr. Southway wants, leaving a 
benefit of $174,962.04. 
 
All of the Board members said it was not right to award Mr. Southway the extra 
money but they did not want the County to lose out on an almost $175,000, 
which could fund another farm. 
 
 
While the Board was in Executive Session, they decided to cover New Business, A  
 
A. APPROVAL OF CERTIFIED VALUES FOR 2010 COUNTY FARMLAND 
 PRESERVATION ROUND: 
 
Donna reminded the Board that the information contained in the chart she 
distributed was confidential at this time.  The five farms that are in this funding 
round were listed in ranking order.  The appraisals from Rodriguez and Rebish 
showing the Before Values, the After Values and the Easement Values for each 
farm, as well as the Certified Values from Landmark 1 were listed.  To fund all of 
these farms will take just over $2 million.  The County has about $1 million in 
funds.   
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On Monday, Donna and County Counsel will meet with these five applicants for 
the legal meeting.  At the conclusion of the meeting, the applicants will receive 
copies of the two appraisal reports, the review appraiser's report and their offer 
letter.     
 
 
A motion was made by Jim Hunt to go out of Executive Session.  The motion was 
seconded by Joan Snook Smith and carried unanimously.   
 


