
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

MARCH 13, 2012 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:35 p.m. by Chairman Landrith.  The meeting was 
held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough, Chairman 
    Bob Smith, Andover Township 
    William Koellhoffer, Byram Township 
    Gary Larson, Frankford Township 
    Jason Doyle, Franklin Borough 
    Dennis Haff, Fredon Township 
    Allan Esenlohr, Green Township 
    Christopher Kelly, Hamburg Borough    
    Karen Hansen, Hampton Township  
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    Stephanie Pizzulo, Lafayette Township 
    Ken Jaekel, Town of Newton 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    Gerald Giaimis, Vernon Township  
    John Armeno, At-Large 
    Richard Fenimore, At-Large 

Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large, Vice Chair 
    Richard Vohden, Freeholder Liaison 
 
EXCUSED MEMBERS: Robert Sturges, Montague Township 
    Jo-Ann Williamson, Sandyston Township 
     
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Eric Snyder, Planning Director 
    Neal Leitner, Program Manager 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
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    Maureen Theese, Health Department 
    Reenee Casapulla, Recycling Coordinator 
    Tom Varro, SCMUA 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Wayne DeFeo, DeFeo Associates 
    Drew Flockhart, RER Center 
 
 
 
MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Jason Doyle to approve the Minutes of December 13, 2011.  
The motion was seconded by William Koellhoffer.  All were in favor, with abstentions 
from Bob Smith, Gary Larsen, Dennis Haff, Karen Hansen, Stephanie Pizzulo, Eric 
Powell, Gerald Giaimis, John Armeno and Richard Fenimore.  Motion carried. 
 
In the Minutes of January 10, 2012, Page 5, last sentence of first paragraph, John 
Drake shall be corrected to Don Drake.  A motion was made by Eleanor Mensonides to 
approve the Minutes January 10, 2012 as corrected.  The motion was seconded Jason 
Doyle.  All were in favor, with abstentions from Bob Smith, Gary Larsen, Dennis Haff, 
Karen Hansen, Stephanie Pizzulo, Eric Powell, Gerald Giaimis, John Armeno, and 
Richard Fenimore.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS: 
 
Chairman Landrith asked to amend the Agenda to add “Program Manager’s Report” 
under the “Reports” section.  He also asked that “Old Business” be listed under the 
“Correspondence” section.   
 
A motion was made by Eleanor Mensonides to make changes to the Agenda as 
requested by Chairman Landrith.  The motion was seconded by John Armeno and 
carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. PRESENTATION:  APPLICATION FROM RER CENTER – CONVERSION FROM 
 AN EXEMPT CLASS C AND CLASS B PROCESSING OPERATION IN WANTAGE 
 TWP., WAYNE DE FEO:  
 
Wayne DeFeo, of DeFeo Associates said he submitted an application for plan inclusion 
as a Plan Amendment on an existing Class B/Class C Recycling operation for RER 
Center.  The principal, Drew Flockhart it also present this evening.  They are 
requesting to be included in the Sussex County Solid Waste Management Plan 
through an Amendment to the existing plan.   
 
The current facility, which has been in operation for many years, operates as an 
exempt Class B/Class C.  They have limited volumes they can process throughout the 
year.  They are currently preparing an application to expand the volume of the 
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operation on the existing footprint of the property.  They have 46 acres and want to 
use more of the 46 acres to compost leaves and grass and process wood.  The nature 
of the operation will not change.  The proposed changes are for volume and the nature 
of the equipment for processing the windrows.  Currently windrows are turned with a 
bucket loader.  They wish to use a windrow turner which can process material faster, 
makes it compost more quickly and reduces risk for odor.  It also mixes the material 
and creates a better final product.  The equipment can run upwards of $500,000 and 
in order to make that kind of investment work they need more volume of materials.   
The tub grinders that are currently on site will remain.  Those machines are fully 
permitted and operating today.  Their operating hours will be limited by their air 
permit.  DEP has changed the way it does air permits, so it reduces the volume they 
can put through that property. 
 
The material will be transported in the same way it is being transported today, 
typically in 100 yard walking floor trailers, which will travel on Route 23.  There is no 
anticipation in using local roads in Wantage.  Mr. DeFeo said they have spoken to the 
Business Administrator in Wantage Township and they have received copies of the 
application.  They have indicated that they do not have any issues or comments.   
 
A Power Point Presentation was planned but it was not compatible with the County’s 
equipment. 
 
SWAC was provided with a handout which showed the site plan.  The site is not much 
different than what already exists but they have taken into account a number of 
different elements within the site plan.  Because they accept grass, they moved the 
windrows that will contain grass further from Cemetery Road.  In addition, the wood 
grinding operation will remain in approximately the same position as it is now.  The 
advantage of keeping the wood grinding operation in that position is because it is 
essentially a bowl.  Because it is a bowl, noise tends to be contained within that bowl.  
Mr. DeFeo said the facility has never received a violation nor do they have any 
registered complaints from the neighbors.  Even though they proposed an expansion of 
volume, the buffers are not being touched.  They are working within a disturbed piece 
of land.  The buffers reduce noise and visual impact to the neighbors.  
 
SWAC was also provided with information regarding daily limit calculations.  Mr. 
DeFeo reviewed the information in this document.  He said DEP requires that an 
applicant submit maximum tonnage and maximum daily through put numbers.  
Annual limits are dictated by the size of the acreage.  This facility will work in 
conjunction to another facility owned by RER Center (located in Riverdale) that will act 
to bring material into the site.  The consequence of maximizing the daily through put, 
under a worst case scenario, they may be as many as 56 truck trips per day, in an 
out.  Mr. DeFeo said that is extremely unlikely to happen but DEP requires him to 
submit the worst case scenario.  The maximum of leaves they would accept per day is 
500 tons.  The maximum amount of wood they will accept is 810 tons per day and will 
be trees, tree parts, branches and untreated wooden pallets.   
 
Mr. DeFeo said some of the advantages to the community would be that their 
stormwater control system will be of a higher technology, more thoroughly controlling 
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the stormwater on site.  They expect to use the same stormwater basin that they have, 
but they will be making improvements to it.  This is required for them to get their 
general stormwater permit.  Other advantages are that the operations are more 
stringently driven by their permit.   
 
There was a brief period of questions regarding: 

• Fire suppression - Fire suppression on site has been driven by the detention 
pond.  They plan to use a high pressure pump on site.   

• Hours of operation - The hours of operation will remain the same:  7:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday; 7:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on Saturday.   

• Size of the windrows:  Windrows can be up to 18-20’ wide and up to 10-12’ tall.  
The windrow turner has a 20’ base.   

• Resolution from Wantage - To Mr. DeFeo’s knowledge, Wantage has not had a 
vote in the matter either way.  Mr. DeFeo was asked to obtain a Resolution of 
Support from Wantage Township.   

• Truck wash - There is no truck wash there are this time.  This would require 
the pumping in of city water and a sanitary sewer.   

• Residual waste - All operations produce some residual waste.  At compost sites 
it tends to be golf balls, although they do not generally take in a lot of golf 
course grass.  They do see plastic bottles and litter from the leaves.  There will 
be a dumpster on site, as required under the plan amendment and their permit.  
The dumpster will be tarped and covered and hauled off by a licensed hauler.   

• Testing of residential grass - The chemical that golf courses use, and is being 
used by some homeowners has been pulled from the market by the EPA.  Also, 
one a year, the material on site must be tested according to DEP regulation 
before it can be sold. 

• Truck traffic – The peak average they anticipate is 30 trips per day, 15 in and 
15 out.  The potential peak average is 56 trips per day, 28 in and 18 out. 

• Increased Noise – They cannot exceed 65 decibels at the property line no matter 
what equipment they use.  The equipment is designed to be used in fairly dense 
areas.  A windrow turner has an extensive muffler system built in.  The noise 
from the windrow turner itself turning the leaves is buffered and contained and 
is quieter than a front-end loader when it operates.   Also, due to the location of 
the facility, there are a very limited number of neighbors.     

• Dust control – Dust control will be handled by the pumps in the detention pond 
and there will be a water truck on site if necessary. 

• Source of material – The Riverdale facility will act as the hub.  Most of the 
material will come from northern Morris County and southern Sussex County, 
but it could come from anywhere in New Jersey and southern New York.     

 
John Armeno asked about the formal application.  Neil Leitner said the application 
was being reviewed by Ross Hull at DEP.  The material SWAC received today were the 
adjustments made as per the comments from DEP.  DEP suggested to hold off with the 
application until these changes were made.  Mr. Leitner said he received an e-mail 
from Ross Hull this morning saying that as long as there are no negative comments 
about the application from SWAC or the public, that SWAC could go ahead with the 
plan adoption.  When asked if staff required anything other than the Resolution of 
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Support from Wantage, Mr. Leitner said he needs a complete, updated application.  
Mr. DeFeo said he will send him a new CD with everything on it. 
 
B. PRESENTATION – ESRI MY GOVERNMENT SERVICES WEBPAGE, NEIL 
 LEITNER:   
 
Neil Leitner said a few months ago, he asked SWAC for their town’s schedules on trash 
pick-up and recycling days.  The County has paired up with ESRI who makes a 
mapping utility GIS.  They are now coming out with various APs for County use for the 
public.  One of the APs is called, “My Government Services.”  This is a point and click 
utility where a user can type in an address, click on an address or zoom in on the map 
and click on a house.  This will show all of the services that are available at that 
address, including trash pick-up and recycling days.  It will also show the agency that 
does the collecting and contact information.  Information on Christmas tree pick-up, 
street cleaning, libraries, hospitals, etc. is also available.   
 
Mr. Leitner did a Power Point Presentation demonstrating the new program and said 
the website link is http://njgin.sussex.nj.us/governmentservice.  The program just 
became available today and there are bound to be some errors.  He suggested that 
prior to next month’s meeting, SWAC members look through the information listed for 
their town to check for discrepancies.  He asked them to e-mail him if there are any 
problems.  The County will submit changes/corrections to ESRI. 
 
When asked how this service will be made known to the public, Eric Snyder said the 
County can send something out to each of the towns and that the SWAC 
representatives can report back to their towns as well.  There was some discussion on 
how to maintain changes.  Mr. Leitner suggested that each town have a link to this 
site on their own website.  The County will eventually have a link to this site from its 
website. 
 
There was a suggestion to post a note advising people to “Contact a private hauler.” for 
towns that do not collect trash.   Mr. Leitner said this is an issue and there has been 
discussion on this.  ESRI mentioned that the super pages link may be useful. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
A. SCMUA UPDATE: 
 
Tom Varro said there was a meeting with NJDEP Solid Waste in January.  He attended 
with meeting with Eric Snyder and Renee Casapulla at the Assistant Commissioner’s 
office.  They are interested in the MUA because it was the next one on their list where 
the landfill was going to be closing and want to know where the County is in the 
planning process.  Mr. Varro gave them an overview of the facility and discussed the 
Post-Closure Care Support document and the planning analysis for future solid waste 
disposal.  The transfer station was discussed and it appears it is feasible.  Mr. Varro 
said it was a very good meeting with DEP and that at the end of the meeting, DEP 
offered their help.   
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Mr. Varro said they received a copy of the Draft Solid Waste Facility Permit Renewal 
for the landfill.  It contains approval for the use of the automatic tarping system up to 
72 hours over the weekend.  He reminded SWAC that they approved this by Resolution 
in May 2011.  This was also discussed at the meeting with DEP in January.  DEP 
thought highly of the fact that this would save landfill life because excess dirt is not 
being added to the landfill.  They asked the MUA if it would act as an ambassador and 
talk about this to other facilities to promote it throughout the State.   
 
A member asked if flow control would still be in enforced when the County has the 
transfer station in place.  He was told flow control would continue.  A member said the 
financing for the landfill will continue beyond that time and they need a constant 
revenue stream in order to pay off the debt.  Eric Snyder said there is also the cost of 
developing the transfer station.   
 
There was some discussion on solar panels being used on the closed landfill.  Mr. 
Varro said the landfill does not require such a great amount of electricity.  Most of the 
savings with solar energy is when you have an energy consumption right on site.  Mr. 
Howard said currently there are costs involved when feeding electricity back into the 
grid.  He added that there is legislation in the works that will lower these costs.   Mr. 
Varro said there was a solar energy program at the County and this was been 
considered.  It was determined by the County and the Consultants that it would be a 
Tier 2 type of project which can receive consideration at a later date.  Currently they 
are focusing on town halls, schools, etc.      
 
B. RECYCLING COORDINATOR: 
 
Renee Casapulla said on March 6 there was a Recycling Tonnage Workshop for 
municipal recycling coordinators.  About 13 towns participated.   
 
On March 17, the MUA will host its monthly shredding program with SK Paper Shred.  
The program will run from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.  There is a minimum charge of 
$6.00.  The shredding is done on-site.   
 
March 24th is the first of four free e-waste collection event for the calendar year.  Ms. 
Casapulla said she has the dates for the year for anyone interested.  The event will be 
held from 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and is open to Sussex County residents.   
 
March 30th will begin the fifth year of the Sussex County Boat Shrink Wrap Recycling 
Program.  Shrink wrap is collected from the local marinas and boat stores for recycling 
purposes.  The program will run until June 30th. 
 
On April 19th the MUA will have their 7th Earth Energy Day.  It is an interactive 
education forum.  They typically invite the local schools and it is open to the public.  
They expect about 450 students this year.  Typically various departments at the 
County are involved and there are a number of local vendors who participate.   
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C. STATE LIAISON: 
 
The State Liaison did not attend this evening’s meeting nor did he send a report. 
 
D. SWAGER REPORT: 
 
Eleanor Mensonides provided SWAC with a summary of Facility and types of alternate 
waste disposal options that SWAGER has reviewed and/or visited as possibilities for 
alternative waste disposal to be considered when the landfill closes.  Any questions or 
comments should be submitted to Neal Leitner. 
 
There was discussion on the various items in the summary.  Eleanor Mensonides 
asked Tom Varro to provide SWAC with a Waste Characterization Study.  He asked 
that she make that request in writing.  Chairman Landrith directed Staff to prepare 
the request.   
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: 
 
A. ERIC SNYDER: 
 
Eric Snyder said as a follow-up to the meeting with DEP that Tom Varro talked about, 
he received an e-mail late yesterday talking about the workgroups that they are 
putting together.  Their first meeting is this coming Monday.  They also want to talk 
about marketing.  At the next meeting Dave Fisher will be on the Agenda.    
 
B. HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 
 
Maureen Theese from the County Health Department reported that 23 containers were 
inspected in February, with four violations.  To date, 58 containers have been 
inspected.  One Solid Waste Notice of Violation was sent for a personal property in 
Andover Township.  One NJDEP referral was received and a N.O.V. is pending.  
Inspection of the site with Fredon Zoning is coming.  This is an ongoing problem.  
There has been one hauler that was assessed penalties for waste flow violations.  
There have been four field investigations associated with this investigation so far.  
There have been five A901 exempt interviews for small haulers.  The Health 
Department is revamping their computer system to streamline container waste flow 
inspections.  Tom Varro asked if the container inspections were for the actual 
container or for waste flow.  Ms. Theese believed it was for the container.  When asked 
about the problem in Fredon, Ms. Theese said there is a homeowner who is collecting 
waste on his property.  Over the years, he has cleaned up, but then brings more waste 
in.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. MONTHLY SOLID WASTE REVENUE AND APPROPRIATIONS REPORT: 
B. GRINNELL RECYCLING REPORT: 
C. SUMMARY OF SWAGER RESEARCH: 
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Neil Leitner said available for SWAC members on the table this evening is the latest 
Grinnell Recycling Report.  This came in after the SWAC mailing. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Tom Varro said the January Minutes talked about a couple of letters that were going 
to be drafted and sent out.  One was to contact neighboring counties to see if they 
wanted to participate in a regional plan and or take Sussex County trash.  The second 
was a letter to the Freeholders with a general recommendation of SWAC pursuing a 
transfer station while considering other options.  He asked for the status of these 
letters.  Eric Snyder said he is sending those reports and part of the packet is the 
latest e-mail and correspondence from either John passing that through.  He said the 
Freeholders have had his (Tom Varro’s) report for quite some time.  There has not been 
a formal action but the Freeholders have been advised of these issues.   
 
As far as the regional issue, Mr. Snyder said he talked to DEP about that the other 
day.  It is something that they hadn’t thought about at all but they are interested in 
having the County pursue this.  No response was received from Warren or Morris 
counties.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
John Armeno.  The motion was seconded by Jason Doyle and carried unanimously.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 


