
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 APRIL 19, 2010 
 
 

The meeting opened at 7:35 p.m. by Chairperson Brodhecker in the Freeholder 
Meeting Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, 
New Jersey.  The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended.  Notice has been forwarded to the newspapers 
and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative 
Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Jane Brodhecker, Chairperson  
    Warren Welsh, Vice Chairperson 
    Lori Day 

Cece Pattison 
Fred Hough 
Jim Hunt 

    Joan Snook Smith 
 
 MEMBERS EXCUSED: None 
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 

Rudy Dragan, Recording Secretary 
Steve Komar, County Agricultural Agent 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Tom Brodhecker, Brodhecker Farm LLC 
     
 

 

 

 

MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
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Chairperson Jane Brodhecker recused herself from discussion of the July 2009 and 
August 2009 Minutes and left the room. 
 
MOTION: 

 
A motion was made by Jim Hunt to approve the Minutes of July 20, 2009, as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Joan Snook Smith.  A roll call vote was taken. 
 All were in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
A motion was made by Cece Pattison to approve the Minutes of August 17, 2009.  The 
motion was seconded by Jim Hunt to allow for discussion.  It was the consensus of the 
Board that the Minutes had too many gaps, sections that were inaudible, mistakes, 
typos etc. to be accepted.  It was decided to table them until Donna consults with 
County Counsel as to the Board’s options.  Cece Pattison and Jim Hunt withdrew their 
motion to approve the minutes. 
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Jim Hunt to table the Minutes of August 17, 2009 in order for 
Donna to consult with County Counsel as to the ramifications of voting or not voting 
on these minutes.  The motion was seconded by Warren Welsh.  A roll call vote was 
taken.  Results were as follows:  Warren Welsh-Yes; Lori Day-Yes; Fred Hough-No; Jim 
Hunt-Yes; Cece Pattison-Yes; Joan Snook Smith-Yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Jane Brodhecker was called back into the meeting room and resumed her duties as 
Chairperson. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. STATUS OF SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION GRANT FUNDING, SADC, 2/2/10: 
 
A memo was received from the SADC advising that they have approximately $405,000 
available in FY 10 funding for soil and water conservation grants.  This includes 
$350,000 the NJ Department of Agriculture redirected from cancelled projects in other 
conservation programs and interest earnings from prior farmland preservation bond 
funds. 
 
B. DIVISION OF PREMISES CUMBERLAND CADB, SADC, 2/4/10: 
 
A copy of the SADC’s response to Cumberland County’s letter regarding Division of 
Premises was received.  The SADC said they believe the process should be not only 
prompt but fair and predictable, out of consideration to landowners but also because 
each case has the potential to set a legal precedent for all other requests that follow.  
The SADC welcomes the CADB’s thoughts on standards for consideration of division of 
premises requests, in particular the County’s criteria for determining whether an 
application meets the agricultural purposes test.  They encourage CADB staff to attend 
monthly SADC meetings when Division of Premises requests are on the agenda. 
 
C. FAIRCLOUGH/KRIEGE, SADC, 2/3/10: 
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Donna gave a brief explanation on the history of a farmland preservation application 
called Green Tree.  The application was originally approved as four parcels but it did 
not go to the State that way.  The second time it went to the State as four parcels and 
because there was some urgency on it, the County preserved the farm using County 
funds, and then went to the State for reimbursement.  The reimbursement was 
received on the first three parcels.  There were some problems where the landowner did 
not sign the corrective deed for the fourth parcel for several years.  Recently, a letter 
was received from the SADC stating the conditions of the closing which occurred in 
2005.  County Counsel is handling this issue. 
 
D. BPU RULES ON VEGETATION HEIGHT BENEATH TRANSMISSION LINES, 
SADC,  2/24/10: 
 
A memo was received from the SADC advising that the Board of Public Utilities adopted 
amendments to its rules for Transmission Line Vegetation Management.  One of the 
amendments increases the allowable height of woody agricultural crops growing in the 
“wire zone” from 3 feet to 12 feet.  The NJDA solicited feedback from farmers who 
potentially could have been impacted by the land clearing.  Very few farmers 
responded. Since the NJDA and SADC know of only a few operations impacted by this 
regulation, they are reaching out again to ask that farmers contact them if they have 
woody crops in the wire zone that need to grow above 12 feet. 
 
E. BARILE JOINS SADC TO HELP UPDATE MONITORING PROGRAM, SADC, 
 3/5/10: 
 
A memo was received from the SADC announcing that Hillary Barile has joined the 
State Agriculture Development Committee on a part-time basis.  She will assist them in 
developing a more consistent and coordinated monitoring program.  The SADC believes 
it is important that they establish standard monitoring procedures to ensure that the 
monitoring process and information gained as a result of a monitoring visit are 
essentially the same, regardless of where the farm is located or who does the 
monitoring. 
 
F. GRASSLAND RESERVE PROGRAM APPLICATIONS: 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service and Farm Service Agency announced that 
the USDA accepts applications for grassland easements and rental agreements on 
active or former pasture, hayland or open fields through the Grasslands Reserve 
Program in New Jersey.  To protect ground-nesting habitat, GRP participants agree to 
limit haying, grazing or mowing between April 1st and July 15th of each year on GRP 
enrolled land.  Successful applicants can receive 80% of the fair market value for the 
easement area offered.  They are also eligible for a restoration cost-share agreement at 
any time during their contract period that will reimburse up to 50% of the costs to 
restore or enhance the grasslands, including practices to ensure the long-term viability 
of livestock grazing. The announcement included contact information for the local 
USDA service center. 
 
G. PLANT A ROW FOR THE HUNGRY, SC BOARD OF AGRICULTURE: 
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The Sussex County Board of Agriculture is implementing “Plant a Row for the Hungry,” 
a grassroots effort which invites gardeners to dedicate one row or patio planter of their 
harvest to helping a neighbor in need.  The sussexcountyboardofagriculture.org 
website features suggested distribution sites to deliver the produce and will help 
participants to achieve gardening success by sharing information and resources. 
 
H. NY MARC GAS TRANSMISSION OVERVIEW: 
 
Representatives of the County and Marcellus met last week regarding a natural gas 
pipeline which is potentially being extended into northern New Jersey and would 
impact some parts of Wantage Township, specifically those parts that have farmland 
preservation easements.  Donna said she was not part of the meeting but that she did 
receive a call to confirm that she is still a liaison for this Board.  If the pipeline does 
impact preserved farmland, it would have to come before this Board and the SADC.   
 
I. REQUEST FOR INPUT ON MONITORING PROGRAM, SADC, 4/12/10; 
 
The SADC is working to develop an enhanced and standardized monitoring program.  
They are looking to incorporate successful monitoring methods that are already being 
employed by various agencies.  They are also evaluating a web-based reporting system 
that would include an online form for submitting the results of a monitoring visit.  The 
CADBs were asked to answer questions and forward their responses to Hillary Barile, 
who is managing this project. 
 
RIGHT TO FARM: 

 
Chairperson Jane Brodhecker recused herself and left the room.  Vice Chairperson Lori 
Day took over as Chair. 
 
A. HAMPTON TOWNSHIP APPEAL RE: BRODHECKER RTF, MC GOVERN, 
1/26/10: 
 
A letter was received from Francis J. McGovern advising that Hampton Township will 
be appealing the Board’s decision regarding Brodhecker Farm LLC memorialized on 
January 19, 2010.  They asked that we retain and preserve all recordings, documents, 
evidence, etc. pertaining to this matter. 
 
 
 
 
B. PIERSON LAWSUIT RE: SCADB/BRODHECKER RTF, 2/23/10: 
 
A civil lawsuit was filed by Mr. Pierson.  He filed it to the Sussex County Agriculture 
Board at the Address of Morris Turnpike, which is the address for the Sussex County 
Board of Agriculture.  The day after this correspondence was received it was forwarded 
to County Counsel.  Tomas Keenan has been retained by the Public Alliance Insurance 
Coverage Fund to defend the interests of the County of Sussex.  In an e-mail, Mr. 
Keenan writes that the complainant names the wrong entity.  Mr. Keenan spoke with 
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David Klemm, the current President of the Sussex County Board of Agriculture and he 
is handling this on the CADB’s behalf.  County Counsel said this lawsuit will not incur 
any financial contributions from this Board as it is protected by the County of Sussex.  
However, if this should proceed to trial, Board members may be asked to testify. 
 
Jim Hunt asked if this Board has a liability policy.  He also said he would hope that if 
this is determined to be a frivolous lawsuit, that Counsel countersues Mr. Pierson for 
the cost to the taxpayers of this County.  Joan Snook Smith said sometimes there is no 
need to countersue because it is part of the Judge’s findings.  Donna said she will 
speak with Mr. McConnell. 
 
C. OAL DOCKET #ADC 03248-2010N/BRODHECKER RTF, MC CONNELL, 4/8/10: 
 
There was correspondence from County Counsel’s office to the New Jersey Office of 
Administrative Law.  Donna read the letter, dated April 8, 2010 into the meeting.  The 
first paragraph gave a very brief summary of the issue.  The second paragraph says, 
“The SCADB acted solely in a quasi-judicial capacity in this matter, and has no 
inherent stake in the outcome of this appeal.  As such, the CADB will not participate in 
this appeal, but shall of course make available any documents comprising the record to 
such parties as may request them.” … 
  

Jane Brodhecker returned to the meeting room and resumed her duties as 
Chairperson. 
 

AG. AGENT’S REPORT: 

 

Steve Komar was excused from this evening’s meeting. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. UPDATES ON HIGHLANDS AGRITOURISM PROJECT, COMMERCIAL KITCHEN, 

FARMERS MARKET: 
 
Donna said that currently there is nothing happening with the Commercial Kitchen but 
believes it will come back into use in the next few weeks.   
 
A half-page ad has been placed in the New Jersey Travel Guide to highlight the 
County’s Agritourism Program.   
 
The Farmers Market opened the day before Easter and from feedback that Donna 
received, things are going very well.  The Market now has a baker that is sharing space 
with Everlasting Garden and in a couple of weeks, Cava Winery will be sharing space 
with Springhouse.  Also, Catalpa Ridge will be selling heirloom tomato and vegetable 
plants for eight weeks and will be followed by another farmer for the next four weeks.  
Seven Alpaca farmers have joined forces and will participate the entire season.  
BeaverBrook Farm is back with perennials and shrubs for the bulk of the season.  A 
berry farmer will be starting in four or five weeks and Jim will be back shortly.  Also, 
Glen Vetrano is selling coffee, tea and hot chocolate.   Donna said the County has ads 
for the Farmers Market in Skylands Visitor, Edible Jersey and The Herald and the 
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electronic billboard will be displayed in various places again.  Lori Day suggested that 
Donna advertise in the Advertiser News because it is less expensive than The Herald 
and it covers a wide area.   
 
B. UPDATE ON SURVEYS, APPRAISALS, CLOSINGS: 
 
About three or four weeks ago, the Freeholders passed a Resolution supporting the 
Crisman Brothers, LLC #1 and #2 farms, the Crisman et al farm and the Charles 
Gorden farm.  That was four of the seven that this Board approved.  The Freeholders 
said they will approve the other three once reimbursement is received from the 
Planning Incentive Grant.  The contracts are going out this week and then requests for 
quotes will go out for the surveying work.   
 
There have been a few issues regarding additional right of way work that had to be 
done. Payment for this work comes from County Engineering, not Farmland 
Preservation funds. 
 
The Bill Gorden farm closed during the six week period that Donna was on sick leave.  
At least one, maybe two closings are scheduled for this Friday, Turr and Hill.   
 
The six Foody farms continue to pose a challenge.  Donna said the paperwork was 
submitted about a year ago.  Letters were received from the State stating their review 
work was done and that closings could be scheduled.  The County was ready to close 
on them and then a letter was received from the State saying they had questions on 
the appraisals.  Donna and County Counsel have been working with the appraisers to 
resolve this issue.  
 
Donna reported that the County dedicated tax will probably be significantly lessened 
for this year.  The Governor has not yet implemented funding for the Farmland 
Preservation Program.     
 
C. UPDATE ON PIG PROCESS:   
 
Donna said there are a lot of applications down at the State.  Most of them have 
already gone through the initial process and most of them have certified values.  Four 
packages have been submitted for final approval.  They were due to the State February 
1 and the packages were sent the third week in January.  In late February, Donna 
received a call from the State asking for the packages.  It was discovered that the 
packages were misfiled.  The State was not able to process all of the packages in time 
and three of the four packages were pulled from the meeting.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A.  RESOLUTION ON KUPERUS 8-YEAR PROGRAM TERMINATION: 
 
A Resolution has been prepared for the termination of the 8-Year Program for the 
Kuperus farm and was distributed to the Board. 
 
MOTION: 
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A motion was made by Lori Day to approve the Resolution to terminate the John and 
Sonya Kuperus farm from the 8-Year Program.  The motion was seconded by Cece 
Pattison and carried unanimously.   
 
B. INITIAL DISCUSSION ON 2010 FP APPLICATIONS: 
 
Donna reported that she has been taking applications for the 2010 funding round.  
She estimated that there will be about $1.2 to $1.3 million to spend.  Some 
applications were carried over from last year.  A chart was distributed to the Board 
showing the name, location, gross acres, tillable acres, exceptions and net acres of the 
farms.  Currently, the State criteria centers around tillable acres.  So far, only the 
tillable acres have been calculated.  Each farm was discussed in detail.  The Board had 
previously suggested that they would visit sites that ranked highest in tillable acres.  
They are:  Lewis, Sella, Shulaka, Tommaso, Jorritsma, Murphy, Southway, Spinks, 
Werner and Cinnata.  Five farms were taken out of consideration for preservation 
because they did not have any tillable land.  They are:  Palumbo, Kosinaski, 
Cofrancesco (2) and VanWingerden.  After a brief discussion, the Board decided on 
Monday, May 3 to visit the farms.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Lori 
Day.  The motion was seconded by Jim Hunt and carried unanimously.  The meeting 
adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 
 
 


