
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

APRIL 12, 2016 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:04 p.m. by County Counsel, John Williams. The 
meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 
1975, as amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on 
the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough, Chairman 
    Dr. Sam Castimore, Frankford Township 
    Jason Doyle, Franklin Borough 
    Dennis Haff, Fredon Township 
    Allan Esenlohr, Green Township 
    Karen Hansen, Hampton Township 
    Robert Schultz, Hardyston Township   
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    Stephanie Pizzulo, Lafayette Township 
    Jo-Ann Williamson, Sandyston Township 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    Don Drake, Stanhope Borough 
    Christopher Fitzpatrick, At-Large 

Donald Ploetner, At-Large, Vice Chair pro tem 
 
EXCUSED MEMBERS: William Koellhoffer, Byram Township 
    Adam Vough, Town of Newton 
    Stephen Skellenger, At-Large 

     
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Alice Brees, Program Manager 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
    John Williams, Esq., County Counsel 
    Adam Boltz, Health Department  
    Reenee Casapulla, Recycling Coordinator 
    Tom Varro, SCMUA 
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 ALSO PRESENT:  Ed Lyon, SCMUA Solid Waste Enforcement Officer 
    Scott Rogener, C.E.C.S. 
    John Hatzelis, SCMUA 
 
REORGANIZATION: 
 
John Williams, Esq. asked for a nomination for the position of Chairman. A member 
nominated Jim Landrith. The nomination was seconded. No other nominations were 
made and a motion was made and seconded to close the nominations. All were in favor 
to elect Jim Landrith as Chairman.  
 
John Williams, Esq. asked for a nomination for the position of Vice Chairman. A 
member nominated Donald Ploetner. The nomination was seconded. No other 
nominations were made and a motion was made and seconded to close the 
nominations. All were in favor to elect Donald Ploetner as Vice Chairman.  
 
John Williams turned the meeting over to Chairman Landrith. 
 
MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A member made a motion to approve the Minutes of October 13, 2015 as presented. 
The motion was seconded. All were in favor, with abstentions from Dr. Sam Castimore, 
Dennis Haff, Robert Schultz, Howard Baker, Jo-Ann Williamson, Eric Powell and Chris 
Fitzpatrick. Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS: 
 
Chairman Landrith welcomed everyone back after the long hiatus. The weather 
seemed to be working against the meeting dates. He said the SWAC By-Laws call for a 
reorganization to be done during the January meeting. He said perhaps they should 
call for reorganization during the first meeting of the year. He asked for volunteers to 
work on a subcommittee to work on the SWAC By-Laws. Donald Ploetner, Jason Doyle 
and Tom Varro volunteered. Alice Brees said she would work with the subcommittee 
committee as well. Ms. Brees agreed to email a copy of the By-Laws to the 
subcommittee members.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION FOR CHANGE IN DEP PERMIT FROM GRINNELL 
 RECYCLING, INC. TO CAVALIER ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE SERVICES, 
 INC. (C.E.C.S.): 
 
Tom Varro asked if Cavalier has submitted an application for the DEP Permit transfer. 
He said a letter has been received from Cavalier’s attorney which asked if he needs to 
submit any more information. Mr. Varro asked if there was a response made to that 
letter. Alice Brees said she looked back at past Administrative Actions and the process 
is pretty minimal. The process is different from a full Solid Waste Plan Amendment. 
She said there are a few correspondence items relating to this Administrative Action. 
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They are Correspondence items A, B, C, E and J. For prior Administrative Actions, the 
process began with a Resolution of Support from the town (Correspondence item, J.)  
 
Mr. Varro said the By-Laws should have an identified procedure for Administrative 
Actions. Ms. Brees said the procedures come from the DEP regulations. She said in 
looking back at the Administrative Action for Farmside in Wantage Township, it began 
with a letter from Farmside. Donald Ploetner said that the process should be as 
streamlined as possible, as well as consistent from applicant to applicant.  
 
Chairman Landrith called for a motion for SWAC to authorize staff to prepare a 
Resolution to approve the change in the DEP Permit from Grinnell Recycling, Inc. to 
Cavalier Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. (C.E.C.S.)  
 
MOTION: 
 
A motion was made by Donald Ploetner for Staff to prepare a Resolution in support of 
the change in DEP Permit from Grinnell Recycling, Inc. to C.E.C.S. The motion was 
seconded by Karen Hansen. A roll call vote was taken. All were in favor, with 
abstentions from Robert Schultz and Howard Baker. Motion carried. 
 
B. APPROVAL OF THE SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING DATES 
 FOR 2016: 
 
John Hatzelis noted that the meetings for January, February and March were listed on 
the Resolution for the 2016 Meeting Dates and that it was dated February 9, 2016. He 
said those changes should be considered, as well as omitting the August meeting date, 
since, typically, the August meeting is cancelled. 
 
The Recording Secretary explained that a meeting date for August has always been 
scheduled and then cancelled. This it done to ensure that the Freeholder Meeting 
room is available, in the event that a meeting is necessary. She also advised him that 
the date on the Resolution for the Chairman’s signature has been changed to today’s 
date. County Counsel added that if the January, February and March meeting dates 
were scheduled and then cancelled, they should be included on the 2016 Meeting Date 
Resolution. 
 
MOTION: 
 
A motion was made by Karen Hansen to approve the SWAC 2016 Meeting Dates. The 
motion was seconded by Donald Ploetner and carried unanimously.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Renee Casapulla said at the last SWAC meeting, there was a discussion about Staff 
preparing a letter for Eleanor Mensonides to recognize her service to SWAC. She said 
she would like to see that happen. Alice Brees said there already was a Freeholder 
Resolution sent to Eleanor recognizing her service to both SWAC and PAC.  
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Tom Varro said the NJ Herald ran a couple of articles about a site in Wantage, Joe 
Maggio, LLC. Mr. Maggio has an “Exempt” recycling activity to take in concrete, 
processes it and bury it on site. He has an application which says the activity will 
commence October 10, 2015. Mr. Varro said exempt certificates from DEP are for 60 
days. If it is an ongoing process and he has an active recycling site, then he would 
need an action to be included in the Solid Waste Management Plan. He suggested that 
either the Planning Division or the Health Department contact DEP.  
 
Adam Boltz said the DEP is aware of this activity, but it doesn’t look like DEP has 
signed off on it yet. For the application, Mr. Maggio was required to notify the County, 
the town, and the Health Department. It is an open matter until they finish the 
recycling. He is not going to remain a recycling facility. Mr. Maggio is putting fill on his 
property. The State encourages the recycling and reuse of concrete as fill. When asked, 
Mr. Boltz said he believes the approvals are a township matter and that he has been in 
contact with DEP on this issue.  
 
Jim Landrith asked how this activity could be considered recycling. Mr. Boltz said Mr. 
Maggio is a concrete contractor and has scrap concrete from his operations. He brings 
the concrete onto his facility, which has a crusher on site. He is using the crushed 
concrete as fill to level off the top of a mountain where he lives. He added that Soil 
Conservation is also aware of this activity. The Health Department will be notified by 
DEP when it is approved.  
 
REPORTS: 
 
A. SCMUA UPDATE: 
 
Tom Varro provided SWAC with tonnage comparisons for the period December 1, 2015 
through March 31, 2016. For ID 10 waste, there was a total of 22,353 tons. Compared 
to 2015, this is a 5.4% increase. For the Bagged Residential Convenience Center 
(RCC,) there were 348 tons collected, a 3% increase from 2015. ID 13 Bulky Waste at 
the Landfill had 1,607 tons, a 24.1% increase from 2015. For ID 13 C&D Waste, there 
were 1,515 tons collected, a 14% increase from 2015. For 13 Bulky waste at the RCC, 
there were 2,986 tons collected, a 30.9% increase from 2015. For Animal waste, there 
were 67 tons collected, a decrease of 15.2% from last year. ID 27 had 245 tons, a 
99.5% increase. Overall, tonnage is up 9.3% from the same period last year. Revenue 
is up 12%.  
 
Mr. Varro said the SCMUA has been working with the Health Department and the 
County, and have gone down to DEP for a shared services agreement to fine tune the 
efforts of all parties involved to do waste flow enforcement.  He introduced Ed Lyon, 
the new enforcement officer at the SCMUA.  
 
Ed Lyon said he was with the New Jersey State Policy for 30 ½ years and retired as 
the Commander in Augusta. He teaches at Fairleigh Dickerson and Sussex County 
Community College. Mr. Lyon said he rode with Adam Boltz for a couple of days for 
training. He said, as the Waste Flow Enforcement Officer, he is in six or seven towns 
in the County, driving about 80-120 miles a day and puts in a couple of hours a day 
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at the Authority. When asked by a new member, Mr. Lyon described what is involved 
with waste flow enforcement.  
 
Mr. Varro advised SWAC that the SCMUA has received its Solid Waste Facilities Permit 
Major Modification from DEP for the landfill expansion. The MUA has submitted 
design documents to the New Jersey Environmental Structure Trust Program. They 
are in their State Fiscal Year 17 Funding Cycle. The MUS is waiting for comments on 
the design and will be prepared to move ahead with State funding later this year, in 
terms of going out for bids and initiating construction in spring 2017 for Stage 1 of 6.   
       
B. RECYCLING COORDINATOR: 
 
Renee Casapulla reported that the 2016 Recycling Schedule has been prepared for the 
MUA. She provided SWAC with a tentative schedule, which is also located on the 
MUA’s website. There is a monthly Paper Shredding program on the third Friday of 
every month. Household Hazardous Waste Events have been scheduled for June 4 and 
November 5.  
 
The MUA has not scheduled any 2016 E-Waste collection Events at this time. Updated 
Collection Event information will be posted on the SCMUA website. Ms. Casapulla said 
the MUA has 160 pallets of e-waste stockpiled at the MUA since January 7. They are 
working to negotiate an agreement with an authorized electronics recycler. The value 
of recyclable material, which is directly connected to the value of oil, has devalued. 
This also impacted recycled electronics. Many of the companies which collected the 
recycled electronics have shut down. She hopes to have dates for the Electronics 
Recycling Program available for the next SWAC meeting. 
 
Ms. Casapulla said the MUA also has an annual boat shrink wrap recycling program. 
The program runs from March 31 to June 30.  
 
Since the October SWAC meeting, the DEP released the most recent recycling rates by 
County for 2013. The Sussex County recycling rates was 43%. This is the highest rate 
Sussex County has ever had. In 2001, Sussex County’s recycling rate was 17.5%. Ms. 
Casapulla said the municipal recycling coordinators are currently preparing their 
2015 recycling tonnage reports.  
 
The Ogdensburg school just started a carton recycling program. They are expanding 
their recycling efforts to get a Green Ribbon designation. Four schools in the County 
are doing a plastic bag recycling program. The plastic bag recycling program runs from 
November to Earth Day in April. The school that collects the most plastic bags per 
capita, gets a bench from TREX. All the schools that participate get a large planter 
made out of TREX material.  
 
Ms. Casapulla reported that the MUA’s Earth Day is scheduled for next Thursday. 
This is a school event with 350-400 students attending every year. Attendance at this 
event will provide the recycling coordinators with credits.   
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C. STATE LIAISON: 
 
The State Liaison did not attend this evening’s meeting, nor did she provide a report. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: 
 
A. PLANNING REPORT: 
 
None 
 
B. HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 
 
Adam Boltz reported that 39 solid waste containers were closed since the last meeting. 
There were four NJDEP referred investigations and three CEHA solid waste complaint 
referrals. There were nine convenience center investigations: one Class A, three Class 
B, two Class C, two leaf transfer and one MRF (C.E.C.S.) Field inspectors are 
continuing to do recycling inspections at food establishments. There was a penalty 
assessment for a mixing Class A recycling with garbage. The penalty was $4,500 and it 
was settled for $2,250. Mr. Boltz said 27 trucks and loads were inspected at the 
SCMUA landfill.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. GRINNELL OPERATING LICENSE, JOHN A. NAPOLITANO, 11/20/15 (FROM 
 FEB. AGENDA) 
B. TRANSFER OF SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT FROM GRINNELL 
 RECYCLING, INC. TO CAVALIER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. PETER R. 
 AREM, 12/18/15 (FROM FEB. AGENDA) 
C: APPLICATION FOR A SOLID WASTE TRANSFER STATION PERMIT – TRANSFER 

OF OWNERSHIP, NJDEP, 1/19/16 (FROM FEB. AGENDA) 
D: DRAFT PERMIT TO EXPAND SOLID WASTE OPERATIONS AT SCMUA, NJDEP, 
 1/20/16 
E.  LETTER FROM S. ROGENER RE: PERMIT TRANSFER REQUEST, 1/25/16 

 (FROM FEB. AGENDA) 
F. SOLID WASTE TRANSPORTER MONTHLY DISPOSAL REPORT FOR JULY 2015, 
 EQ NORTHEAST, 2/8/16 
G. SOLID WASTE MONTHLY DISPOSAL AND MATERIALS RECOVERY REPORT 
 FOR JANUARY 2016, 2/11/16; AND FEBRUARY 2016, 3/7/16, C.E.C.S. 
H. RENEWAL OF RECYCLING CENTER GENERAL APPROVAL, WELDON QUARRY 
 CO., 3/1/16 
I. SOLID WASTE TRANSPORTER MONTHLY DISPOSAL REPORT FOR JANUARY 
 2016, ALLSTATE POWER VAC, INC., 3/23/16 
J. RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE TRANSFER OF OPERATOR OF THE 
 GRINNELL RECYCLING, INC. TRANSFER STATION/MATERIALS RECOVERY 
 FACILITY, SPARTA TOWNSHIP, 3/23/16 
K. NOTIFICATION OF EXEMPT RECYCLING ACTIVITIES, JOE MAGGIO, LLC, 
 3/28/16 
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Jason Doyle. The motion was seconded by Karen Hansen and carried unanimously. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 


