
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

MAY 13, 2010 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Armeno.  The meeting was 
held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Vita Thompson, Andover Township  
    Brian VanDenBroek, Franklin Borough 
    Jeffrey Butz, Vice-Chairman, Fredon Township 
    William Sanford, Hampton Township 
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    David Muscalo, Lafayette Township 
    Geraldine Pflugh, Stillwater Township 
    Denise Webb, Wantage Township 
    John Armeno, Chairman, At-Large 
    Kathy Little, At-Large 
    Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large 
    John Nugent, At-Large 
     
EXCUSED MEMBERS: Joe Pinzone, Sandyston Township 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    James Benson, Stanhope Borough 
    Richard Gottemoller, At-Large 
    Ernie Hofer, At-Large 
 
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Alice Brees, Principal Planner 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
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 ALSO PRESENT:  George Sweeney, Sparta Recreation Center 
    Jason Dunn, Sparta Recreation Center 
    Owen Dykstra, Sparta Recreation Center 
 
PRESENTATION: 

 

A. PROPOSED SPARTA RECREATION CENTER, WMP AMENDMENT: 
 
George Sweeney spoke on behalf of the applicant, William Dermody.  This is an 
application to expand the sewer service district in Sparta to match the existing town 
center lines that are already in place.  Jason Dunn, a professional Planner and Owen 
Dykstra, an Engineer, also attended the meeting. 
 
Jason Dunn said he is a Professional Planner and Licensed Landscape Architect.  He 
said he would address the concerns that were raised by Ms. Brees in her review letter 
and then will take questions from the Committee.   
 
His client, William Dermody, is working with Sparta Township to create a Recreation 
Center at Station Park.  He displayed an aerial photograph of the site which showed a 
cluster of lots between a railroad line and the 90 acres of Station Park, which are 
owned by Mr. Dermody.  They would like the sewer service area to match the Town 
Center boundary, which has been endorsed by the NJ Office of Smart Growth.   
 
The site itself has been vacant and abandoned for a number of years.  Mr. Dunn 
pointed out water treatment buildings from an old EPA Superfund site that was 
cleaned up and is still being monitored.  A number of the structures have already been 
demolished.  Mr. Dermody is talking to the YMCA to manage a 75,000 sq. ft. facility 
containing basketball courts, racquetball, swimming pool, weight training and aerobic 
exercise rooms.  The location is ideal for this because of its proximity to Main Street in 
Sparta, the Sparta High School and Station Park.   
 
The application is for two lots, Lot 45.02 and Lot 39.  Mr. Dunn displayed another 
map which showed the curve of the railroad track and the existing buildings.  One 
building, on Lot 45.03, is an abandoned railroad station that they have hopes of 
revitalizing as a historic building.  Lot 45.02 falls short of being in the sewer service 
area and is necessary to make this project happen.  The map also showed the existing 
Sewer Service Area which is in the current 2001 approved County Wastewater 
Management Plan. 
 
Mr. Dunn said the WMP amendment is in accordance with DEP policy because they 
prefer to have the town center lines match the sewer service area.  Within the 
application there are five acres of impervious cover, 6.7 acres in a sewer service area 
and a total of 10 acres disturbed.     
 
Some of the existing outbuildings are not part of the application. Their use has not yet 
been determined.  The 5,000 gallons per day (gpd) flow is only for the recreation 
building.  These would be connected to sewers under Sparta Township’s allocation at 
another date.   
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Alice requested a clarification as to which lots are in the application and their acreage.  
Mr. Dunn said he would clarify that in a summary and resubmit it before next month.  
They will also provide a map showing the future sewer service area. 
 
Mr. Dunn talked about the existing buildings on the lots.  He said there are no 
existing buildings on the Station Park portion.  On Lot 45.02 there is one stand alone 
building which has the property line going through it.  The buildings are in the sewer 
service area.  Only a small portion of lot 45.02 is not within the sewer service area.   
 
Mr. Dunn said the projected flow was calculated using the number of expected 
patrons using the facility.  He used categories for a cafeteria, swimming pool and 
gymnasium to arrive at the 5,000 gpd.  Ms. Brees asked if DEP agrees with the 5,000 
gpd flow.  Mr. Dunn said they looked up a previous application with similar uses.  
They have not talked to DEP but they have accepted similar projects in the past.  Ms. 
Brees suggested they check with DEP for acceptable flows.  Mr. Armeno said perhaps 
they can contact the Hardyston YMCA since the uses would be similar.  Mr. Dunn said 
Sparta Township based their Resolution on the same summary report and that they 
are confident that they have the 5,000 gpd for use, in their allocation. 
 
Mr. Dunn said he will provide a Watershed map.  He said there should be minimal 
impact to the site in regard to sewer and water because central water is already there 
and the sewer flows are already accounted for.  There will not be on site treatment or 
ground water discharge.  Ms. Brees asked if they have checked with the Highlands 
Council.  Mr. Dunn said they have not but they are in a Planning Area.  Jeffrey Butz 
asked if the proposed buildings will tie into the Sparta water system or will they be on 
their own wells.  Mr. Dunn said they will tie into the Sparta water system.     
 
Mr. Dunn will provide the additional information in time for the June meeting.  Ms. 
Brees suggested they check with DEP to see if they agree with the 5,000 gpd flow.    
 
MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
Minutes were not available. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Alice Brees reviewed the correspondence listed on the attached sheet and answered 
questions on Correspondence Numbers Three, Five, Seven and Eight. 
 
PROGRAM MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
Ms. Brees said there is funding through the Wastewater Plan for “Green 
Infrastructure.”  Two weeks ago she attended a program at Rutgers Cook College.  The 
Ag. Extension Offices are expanding their work into a Water Resource Program.  They 
received grants from DEP to hire five Environmental Agents.  The Ag. Extension Offices 
are not only working in the agricultural areas but also in urban and suburban 
counties on water issues.  Alice said they will do a presentation to PAC on innovative 
solutions to stormwater management.   
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ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 
 
County Counsel did not attend this evening’s meeting. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
A. DEP REVIEW OF SUSSEX COUNTY WMP AND DEP REORGANIZATION: 
 
Ms. Brees said there is some talk that things may be changing for the better at DEP.  
There will be a new Assistant Commissioner for Land Use Management which includes 
Watershed Planning and an Office of Sustainable Planning.  She used to be on the 
State Planning Commission.  DEP is taking more of the State Plan into account.  The 
new Commissioner is working to made DEP less of a road block for development in the 
State and is redirecting their limited staff.  One of the County’s contacts, Nick 
Angarone is in the Office of Sustainable Planning.   
 
B. WATERSHED UPDATES:  UPPER DELAWARE, WALLKILL – RIPARIAN 
 PLANTING AT STATION PARK, MAY 11-14: 
 
Jeffrey Butz said he did not have anything to report on the watersheds.  Alice Brees 
reported that she spoke to Nathaniel Sajdak and he said they are not doing the 
Riparian Planting tomorrow.  It will be done next Tuesday and Wednesday instead.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. LAFAYETTE TWP. REQUEST TO REVISE PAC RESOLUTION, NOUVELLE 
 ASSOCIATES WMP AMENDMENT: 
 
Ms. Brees said when the Nouvelle plan went to Lafayette Township there was an initial 
report by Cerenzio and Panero dated June 2009.  Following that, there were two other 
reports by Cerenzio and Panero.  At the PAC meeting, Darren Phil said they submitted 
some items in response to that report.  Some of the issues were addressed but some 
were deferred to DEP.  In the June report, the hydrogeologic review was not addressed.  
Alice felt it was important for DEP to see the comments that came from Lafayette.   
 
A motion was made by Geraldine Pflugh to amend the Resolution for Nouvelle 
Associates to reflect that Lafayette Township’s Resolution on the amendment was 
conditional.  The motion was seconded by David Muscalo and carried unanimously.   
 
Since PAC members did not have a written copy of the Resolution, it was read and 
clarified.  A motion was made by Geraldine Pflugh to amend the second “Whereas” of 
the Lafayette Township Wastewater Plan as follows:  “Whereas the plan amendment as 
prepared by Suburban Consulting Engineering, titled “Proposed Amendment to the 
Sussex County Wastewater Plan for Nouvelle Associates, LLC dated February 2006, 
revised November 30, 2009” was endorsed by Resolution from Lafayette Township 
Committee dated November 4, 2009 and contained within that Resolution section 
2.1b, the condition of this approval subject to the comments set forth in the report of 
Cerenzio and Panero, P.C. dated June 18, 2009, a true copy of which is attached 
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hereto.”  For consideration by the New Jersey D.E.P. and the County of Sussex and all 
other interested parties.  The motion was seconded by William Sanford and carried 
unanimously.   
 
Ms. Brees mentioned “Common Waters”, a regional effort in the Upper Delaware 
Watershed.  Eric Snyder has been attending some of the meetings.  The group has 
representatives from New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and the Delaware River 
Basin Commission working to protect the Delaware Watershed area. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Howard Baker.  The motion was seconded by William Sanford and carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 

 


