
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 JUNE 23, 2011 
 
 

The meeting opened at 7:40 p.m. by Chairman Lundin in the Freeholder Meeting 
Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, New 
Jersey.  The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended.  Notice has been forwarded to the newspapers 
and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative 
Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Cliff Lundin, Chairman 
    Glenn Schweizer, Vice Chairman 

Lisa Chammings 
Keith Utter  

     
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Wolfgang Gstattenbauer 

Ailish Hambel 
Lori Intoccia 

 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 

Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Freeholder Liaison Rich Vohden 
    Sandy Urgo, Land Conservancy of NJ 
     
 

MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Glenn Schweizer to approve the minutes of February 24, 2011, 
as presented.  The motion was seconded by Keith Utter and carried unanimously. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. GREEN ACRES PROGRAM, R. OSBORNE, 6/7/11: 
 
Correspondence was received from Rich Osborn advising that Liz Mataset has been 
reassigned to other Counties and he will now be handling the Sussex County Green 
Acres Grants.   
 
Mr. Osborn also said that because of changes Sussex County made to their Open 
Space Tax, reimbursement for Open Space Projects from the State Green Acres 
Program will be at 25% rather than 50%.  If the County increases the tax back to ½ a 
cent, the County will retain the ability to receive 50% grant funding.  The County was 
also notified that this change will result in a major reduction in their participation with 
any Sussex County Open Space acquisitions.  Donna added that the County has until 
November 2012 to expend the current Green Acres Grant. 
 
B. NATIONAL POLLINATOR WEEK: 
 
A notice was received from the Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge regarding 
National Pollinator Week.  Events are being held at the Refuge Headquarters building 
on Route 565 in Vernon from June 20 through June 25.  There will also be an 
Invitational Pollinator Art Exhibit open June 20 through July 31, Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  A schedule of events was included. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. SUSSEX COUNTY RAIL TRAIL BROCHURE: 
 
The Rail Trail Brochure from the Sussex County Chamber of Commerce is complete.  
They did a short run for an event out West.  They will now be printing the brochure for 
distribution throughout the county.  The brochure shows existing trails in the 
southern part of the county that connect with trails in Morris County.  It shows the 
existing major trails in State Parks, the Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge 
(including the Wood Duck Trail) and the Appalachian Trail.  The brochure does have 
some advertising so the County website is listed. 
 
The County hired an Intern for the Planning Division who will take photographs of 
some of the major trails to go along with the GPS coordinates.  The information will be 
posted on the County's ecotourism website.   
 
B. SUSSEX COUNTY OPEN SPACE APPLICATIONS: 
 
Donna reported that she sent out Open Space Applications to all the municipalities 
and environmental non-profit organizations on May 19.  She gave them a deadline of 
August 16 and suggested that they come before this Committee with a conceptual 
presentation during the June and July meetings.  Site visits would be conducted 
between August 26 and September 28.  To date, no applications have come in; however 
there are still six weeks before the submission deadline.   
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. PRESENTATION:  LAND CONSERVANCY OF NJ:  
 
Sandy Urgo said she is the Land Preservation Manager at the Land Conservancy of 
New Jersey.  The Land Conservancy's Mission is to preserve land and water resources, 
conserve open space and to inspire and empower individuals and communities to 
protect natural land and the environment.  They are the first land trust in New Jersey 
to be accredited.  They were accredited by the National Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission in 2009.  They are currently celebrating their 30th Anniversary with over 
18,000 acres of open space and farmland preserved.  They've worked in 77 
municipalities and 13 counties in the State.  Their advising and acquisition work is 
focused on the northern half of the State but they have worked as far south as Salem 
County. 
 
Ms. Urgo did a Power Point Presentation with a slide for each property that they 
preserved in Sussex County, beginning with the earliest.  She elaborated on the 
projects that partnered with the Sussex County Open Space Program.  There was also 
a slide showing all the money the Sussex County Open Space Funds provided for the 
projects. 
 
 
Donna reported that next month she has two presentations scheduled.  Marge Barrett 
from the Paulinskill Valley Trail Committee and Marie Springer who will talk about 
pollinators and the Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Freeholder Liaison Vohden said his sister sent him a website which features a virtual 
walk of trails.  Donna said that is what is currently being done by Planning only with 
still photography. 
 
Freeholder Vohden also said he went on the farm site visits with Donna and the 
Agriculture Development Board.  He remarked how impressive it was to see over 3,000 
acres of contiguous preserved farmland in Wantage Township.   
 
He also said the veterans are looking for a large, flat parcel of property to be used as a 
Veteran's Cemetery and to keep this in mind if they hear of property being sold or 
foreclosed.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Keith Utter.  The motion was seconded by Glenn Schweizer and carried unanimously.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 


