
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

JUNE 14, 2011 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:34 p.m. by Chairman Landrith.  The meeting was 
held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough, Chairman 
    Bob Smith, Andover Township 
    Dennis Haff, Fredon Township 
    Allan Esenlohr, Green Township     
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    Stephanie Pizzulo, Lafayette Township 

Ken Jaekel, Town of Newton     
Jo-Ann Williamson, Sandyston Township 

    Kathy Little, Sussex Borough 
    Richard Fenimore, At-Large 

Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large, Vice Chair 
    Phillip Crabb, Freeholder Liaison 
 
EXCUSED MEMBERS: Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    John Armeno, At-Large 
     
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Eric Snyder, Planning Director 
    Neal Leitner, Program Manager 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
    Reenee Casapulla, Recycling Coordinator 
    Tom Varro, SCMUA 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Freeholder Rich Vohden 
    Jay Fischer, Ag Choice 
    Judith Rifkin, GPNJ Renewable Energy Sales, LLC 
    Michael Jarvis, Greenpower NJ, LLC 
    Lance Miller, Omni Environmental 
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MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
Minutes were not available. 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS: 
 
Chairman Landrith said there will be two presentations tonight.  He asked for a 
motion to amend the agenda to add, under New Business, a presentation by GGI 
Energy.   
 
A motion was made by Eleanor Mensonides to amend the agenda to add GGI Energy 
under New Business.  The motion was seconded by Bob Smith and carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. PRESENTATION BY GGI ENERGY: 
 
Chairman Landrith said that Freeholder Liaison Crabb brought GGI Energy before 
SWAC.  Freeholder Crabb said he met with this group a couple of weeks ago for a 
presentation.  They thought the presentation was worthwhile for SWAC to hear 
because recommendations to the Freeholders come from SWAC.  He wanted to make it 
clear that the Freeholders are not proposing this project or sponsoring it. 
 
Judith Ripkin, of GPNJ Renewable Sales said she was here to propose a waste to 
energy project as a possible next step in Sussex County's management of solid waste.  
She talked about the County's options after the landfill's closing such as hauling 
waste to an outside landfill.  She proposed that garbage is full of carbon molecules 
that can be rearranged into something that is of value, fuel.   
 
GGI Energy was originally started in Japan and later joined forces with a group in the 
US.  They are currently located in Plano, TX.  Ms. Ripkin said this process is not 
incineration.  It is pyrolytic gasification.  With traditional incineration, the waste is 
sorted and broken up but the moisture is left in.  The oxygen from the moisture and 
oxygen drawn into the combustion chamber is used to create combustion.  The 
products of combustion are flue gasses, heat and ash.  This process is low moisture.  
It brings the humidity level down to under 30%.  The advantage is that there is very 
little oxygen to be used to create dioxins and furans.  Dioxins and furans are created 
between the temperatures of 250 and 700 degrees centigrade.  With pyrolytic 
gasification, the minimum temperature range is 900 degrees and goes up to 1,200 
degrees.  At the higher temperatures, 99% of all dioxins are destroyed and no furans 
are created. 
 
The products of this process are a valuable fuel, which can be put into County 
vehicles; char, a nutrient that improves soil; and paraffin.  Handouts were provided 
which provided data on the emissions from the systems in use from 2006 and 2009.   
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The pretreatment process is to separate, crush and dehydrate the waste. With 
pressure and heat the molecules are broken apart and rearranged into a synthetic gas.  
98% of the contaminants are absorbed.  She added that the company has two global 
patents and three global patents pending on their technology.  The synthetic gas is 
then enriched.  The diesel that comes out is a higher quality than the petroleum-based 
products from the local gasoline station with a very low content of toxic elements. 
 
The pyrolytic gasification process with its scrubber and filters will filter out mercury 
which will have to be handled according to the rules and regulations of the EPA and 
DEP.  The plants can handle approximately 20 tons per day net weight.  She explained 
that anywhere from 35 to 50 tons per day of waste, after it is sorted and the moisture 
is taken out of it, bringing it down to 30%, the net weight is 20 tons per day.  The 
units are modular and scalable.  More units can be added if needed. Ms. Rifkin said 
that there are constant upgrades and Research and Development which is paid for by 
the owners not Sussex County.  The unit has a small footprint.  Two units can fit into 
a shed type of building about 7,500 sq. ft.  The unit is capable of putting out 
approximately one million gallons of fuel per year from the 20 tons of waste per day.  
The emissions from the system are significantly less than the most stringent air 
quality emission requirements.  Ms. Rifkin said that using GGI's system will bring 30 
long term jobs into the County; many more when including the construction phase, 
architects, engineers, electricians, etc.    
 
One unit costs $7.5 million but the cost to Sussex County would be zero.  They will 
bring in investors who will own and run the system.  In response to the question of 
what waste must be sorted out, Ms. Rifkin said the system does not take glass, metal, 
ceramic, concrete or explosives.  She said there are currently four units up and 
running in South Korea, the first in 2006 and the most recent in January 2011.  They 
are in the process of negotiating feed stock agreements in Port Arthur, Texas; Garland, 
Texas and Encino, Texas.  The unit in Port Arthur will be up by March of 2012. 
 
There was some discussion on the use of tires.  Ms. Rifkin said another attachment is 
necessary to shred the tires and that the unit would need 1,600 tires every day.  
Howard Baker asked how the waste from the scrubber is disposed and was told that 
disposal of the mercury waste is handled by the owners, and most likely would be sent 
to a hazardous waste disposal site. 
 
Ms. Rifkin recommended 2 units.  35-50 tons gross per unit would mean 70-100 gross 
tons of municipal solid waste.  That is less than one third of what is currently being 
processed in Sussex County.  She said that they are purposefully not coming near the 
ceiling with the understanding and assumption that with additional recycling and 
other reuse, solid waste will decrease over time.   
 
They feel the use of this system will control taxes going forward.  There will be a long 
term contract with the investors.  The County will have the opportunity to purchase 
diesel fuel at a discounted rate over the long term.  Municipal solid waste volume 
going into the landfill will be reduced.  Diesel fuel costs will be assured over the long 
term contract.  It was mentioned that the tipping fees would be retained without 
consuming the capacity of the landfill.   
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Ms. Rifkin talked about financing options.  The County could do an outright purchase, 
finance an outright purchase or partner with investors.  She suggested investor 
owned.  She said there are investors waiting to own this equipment.  If the County is 
interested in this project, the next step would be an assessment of the waste stream.  
The data is sent to Texas to be analyzed and a proposal is offered.  They would ask for 
a letter of intent.  They would also like to put together a working group with a liaison 
from SWAC to move the process forward. 
 
There were a number of questions that SWAC would like to have addressed.  
Chairman Landrith asked that they send the responses to Neil Leitner.  The questions 
are: 
 

1. A more recent certified waste analysis for waste characterization was  
  requested, one that comes from a Texan facility, rather than a S. Korean  
  facility. 
 
 2.  Can the equipment geared for municipal solid waste handle mined  
  waste? If so, is there a residual? 
 

3.  Is leachate handled by GGI or does the MUA need to handle the leachate  
  that comes out of the process? 
 

4.  How does GGI assess the waste stream?  Is there a standard method? 
 
 5.  Lead and mercury were still a concern after the presentation. SWAC 
  requested more data regarding these along with other metals. 
 
 6.  Would there be any costs incurred by the County or SCMUA with the  
  investor funded proposal? 
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Bob Smith to authorize GGI to evaluate the waste stream.  The 
motion was seconded by Howard Baker.   
 
Eleanor Mensonides said she would like to wait until SWAC's questions are addressed 
before proceeding to the next step. It was confirmed that having GGI evaluate the 
landfill will not commit the County to continue with the project.  
 
A vote was taken.  All were in favor of the motion to have GGI to an evaluation.   
 
B. PRESENTATION BY JASON FISHER OF AG. CHOICE: 
 
Jason Fisher said his compost facility is doing very well and he thanked SWAC for 
their assistance.  He has a new piece of equipment which will allow him to reach the 
capacity of 1,000 cubic yards that DEP allows.  He said currently he is the only facility 
in NJ to accept food waste for composting.   
 
Mr. Fisher said he sells much of his finished products to various nurseries throughout 
the State, as well as to landscapers and the agricultural community.  Some of the food 
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waste comes to him in various types of containers which he is currently recycling.  He 
has been looking for facilities to accept and purchase the plastics.  He found a 
company that is looking for landscape type plastics.  Mr. Fisher provided handouts 
which described the types of plastics he is looking for.  He hopes to work with Sussex 
County SCARC for possible collaboration with their workforce to assist with the 
separation of plastic recyclable materials.  He would like to use his former sawmill 
property on Route 206 in Andover.  He changed the sawmill business to a wholesale 
operation.  The property is zoned industrial and does not have residential neighbors.   
 
Mr. Fisher said he has talked with Ross Hull at DEP.  Since he wants to do a non-
traditional recycling, he does not need to be a Class A, DEP-permitted facility.  He was 
also told that SWAC does not need to take an Administrative Action but that he 
wanted SWAC to be aware of this project.   
 
Eric Snyder said he spoke to Ross Hull and confirmed that an Administrative Action is 
not needed.  When asked how much plastics he will be taking in, Mr. Fisher said he 
collected 35 cubic yards from one small farm.  He estimates the container to hold 
about 1 ½ tons and hopes to collect between 10-12 tons per month. 
 
 
Renee Casapulla suggested that SWAC do a proclamation for Bill Sanford.  She said 
he was distinguished as one of the eldest members of SWAC and for many years he 
represented his community.  He was not only a member of SWAC, he was a 
contributing member.  Eric Snyder said he would direct staff to prepare this. 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
A. SCMUA UPDATE: 
 
Tom Varro said the tonnage for the period December 1, 2010 through May 28, 2011 
was 47,256 tons.  Comparing that to 2010, it represents an increase of about 16%.  
Since flow control started June 1, 2010, comparisons are for flow control vs. non flow 
control.  The average tip fee is $96.50 which is a drop of 3.9% from last year.  
Comparing monthly tip fee revenues, for the period December 1, 2010 through May 
30, 2011, there is a 30% increase in revenue from this year compared to last year 
during the same time period.  The increase in tonnage is making up for the lower tip 
fee.  This is due to flow control. 
 
Mr. Varro reported that the MUA has a pending suit against Grinnell for non-payment 
of its fees for disposal.  There is a three party agreement between Grinnell, the MUA 
and the County.  Grinnell's said the three party agreement was adversely affecting 
them.  They asked for an interpretation as to the validity of the three party agreement 
and its terms and conditions.  The case was referred to DEP, who confirmed that the 
three party agreement is valid.  Mr. Varro read a portion of the letter which said 
Grinnell is required to deliver to the SCMUA residual waste from both in County and 
out of County sources in an amount equal to the total C&D material received from 
Grinnell from Sussex County sources.  Residual waste from non-Sussex County C&D 
material over that which is necessary for Grinnell to meet this requirement may be 
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disposed of at any other legally permitted disposal site.  He suggested this letter be 
made available to County Counsel and Jim McDonald, of the Health Department.   
 
The landfill gas to energy facility is operational and is creating power to the grid.   
 
B. RECYCLING COORDINATOR: 
 
Renee Casapulla said there have been a few events since the last meeting.  There was 
an E-Waste Event on May 14 at the SCMUA.  There were about 480 vehicles and they 
collected about 25 tons of material.  Year to date, they've collected about 150 tons of 
electronics, which is a 45 ton increase compared to the same time period in 2010.  
Approximately 61% of the electronics collected are televisions.  The next electronic 
waste event at the MUA will be July 30.  She added that Byram is having their third 
annual E-Waste Event on Saturday, June 25 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  It is open to all 
County residents. 
 
The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day was held on June 4.  There were 610 
participants including six schools, five municipalities and three County agencies.  A 
little over 18.5 tons of were collected including paint, solvents, chemicals, fluorescent 
lamps, oil-based paints. 
 
Ms. Casapulla said today is Flag Day and that the MUA annually collects flags from 
the residents.  They collected 460 lbs. of flags over the past year.  The MUA brings the 
flags to the American Legion in Franklin where they are burned in a Flag Retirement 
Ceremony.  She added that this will probably be the last year they will be able to burn 
the flags because there is concern over burning some types of flags.  American Legions 
across the Country are instructed to only burn cotton flags.  They must separate out 
the polyester flags.  The MUA is working with the American Legion to determine the 
proper management of polyester flags.   
 
C. STATE LIAISON: 
 
The State Liaison did not attend this evening's meeting nor did he send a report. 
 
D. SWAGGER REPORT: 
 
Eleanor Mensonides said she cancelled the SWAGGER meeting tonight.  She said Tom 
Varro has another month to get SWAC the figures they need to assess costs for the 
transfer station.  She also hopes to get answers to the questions that were raised this 
evening from GGI so they can be discussed at the next SWAGGER meeting.  Ms. 
Mensonides reminded SWAC that SWAGGER is open to all members.  It starts at 6:30 
p.m., an hour before SWAC meets. 
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: 
 
A. ERIC SNYDER: 
 
Eric Snyder did not have anything to report this evening. 
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B. HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 
 
Adam Boltz reported that there were 150 investigations to date, 30 in May.  The bulk 
of them are containers with the new container tracking program.  Year to date, there 
have been 50 citizen complaints that were investigated, only three of which were for 
illegal dumping. 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. MONTHLY REVENUE REPORTS: 
B. SCMUA MONTHLY REVENUE AND APPROPRIATIONS REPORT: 
C. MONTHLY GRINNELL FIGURES: 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Eleanor Mensonides.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.  The 
meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 


