
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 JULY 18, 2011 
 
 
 Since the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson were excused from this evening's 
meeting, Donna called for a motion for a Chairperson pro tem.  A motion was made by 
Fred Hough to name Jim Hunt and Chairman pro tem.  The motion was seconded by 
Joan Snook Smith and carried unanimously. 
 

The meeting opened at 7:40 p.m. by Chairperson pro tem Hunt in the 
Freeholder Meeting Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring 
Street, Newton, New Jersey.  The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended.  Notice has been forwarded to the 
newspapers and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County 
Administrative Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Fred Hough 

Jim Hunt 
Cece Pattison 

    Joan Snook Smith 
     
 MEMBERS EXCUSED: Jane Brodhecker, Chairperson  
    Lori Day, Vice Chairperson 
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 

Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
Steve Komar, County Agricultural Agent 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Sandy Urgo, Land Conservancy of New Jersey 
 
The Agenda was amended to 9, A. 
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MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Cece Pattison to approve the minutes of April 26, 2011, as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Jim Hunt.  All were in favor, with abstentions 
from Fred Hough and Joan Snook Smith.  Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. AGRICULTURAL LEARNING CENTER UPDATE, K. CAFASSO: 
 
Donna received an e-mail from Kathy Cafasso thanking the Board for their letter of 
support for the Agricultural Learning Center.  Their two spring activities brought in five 
visits by about 300 kindergartners; and their "Spring into Reading" reading incentive 
program received over 200 entries from about 19 schools.  The 2011-2012 programs 
were listed and described. 
 
B. FPP NEWSLETTER, SADC: 
 
The NJ Farmland Preservation Newsletter was received and it was forwarded to the 
Board members.  Much of the newsletter deals with solar issues.  An AMP for farm 
markets is being developed.   
 
C. FARMLAND PRESERVATION ARTICLE, GREEN TOWNSHIP: 
   
Green Township is looking to do their own Farmland Conservation Plan.  If their plan is 
adopted by the SADC, they would be eligible for Planning Incentive monies.   
 
RIGHT TO FARM: 

 
A. MESSLER, GREEN TOWNSHIP (UPDATE):  
  

Donna reported that after this Board approved the Resolution for the number of horses 
on the Messler farm, she received another letter from the Green Township Planning 
Board attorney saying that they only gave a "conceptual" approval.  There was a 45 day 
comment period and Green Township never sent in their comments.  The Messler's 
went to Green Township for approval to start their riding rink.  They were told they had 
to go before the Board and that the Board planned to turn them down.  Last week the 
Messler's went before the Board and they received their approval. 
 

AG. AGENT’S REPORT: 

 

Steve reported that an Agritourism Working Group from Rutgers will be doing tours in 
various counties, including Sussex County.  This group stems from the $128,000 grant 
for agritourism education from SARE and another $60,000 grant from DEP through 
the Department of Agriculture.   
 
He said there has not been enough participation in the Nutrient Management Plan.  
Only 300 farms Statewide have a Nutrient Management Plan.  When asked, Steve said 
3,000 farms were required to have the plan.   
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There is some interest in a Boar Goat project through the Food Innovations Center.  
Steve will keep the Board posted. 
 
There is also a Nyger Seed project which is one of only two such projects in the US.  
New Jersey is the only state east of the Mississippi to grow this plant.  The seed is a 
great pollinator and is supposed to yield 1,000 lbs. per acre. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A.  AGRITOURISM: 
 
Donna said that she and Steve have been working on the "10 for 10" project and that 
there is currently a webpage on sussexfarmvisits that has "10 for 10" information.  The 
cards were available at the Farmers Market on Saturday.   
 
The consumer will get a "10 for 10" card which covers a ten week period beginning with 
this week.  They will pledge that they will commit 10% of their weekly grocery bill to 
Jersey Fresh products at Sussex County farm stands and Farmers Markets for the ten 
week period.  Farmers that sign up for the program will be included on the website 
which will link to the farmer's website.  Eight to ten farmers have signed up.   
 
Donna said she needs to do some kind of project that shows return on investment.  At 
the end of ten weeks, the consumer will turn in the coupon to either one of the 
participating farmers or the Farmers Market.  This will give her some feedback on the 
program's success.  There will be a drawing for a number of gift baskets containing 
products donated by the farmers. 
 
The Farmers Market Committee of the Board of Agriculture is handling the Farmers 
Market at the Fair this year.  The County will still provide the brochures for 
distribution at the Farmers Market as well as at the County building.   
 
B. EVERETT FARM, FRANKFORD TOWNSHIP – UPDATE: 
 
The Everett's said they were selling their farm and therefore were given more time to 
rectify the violations on the farm.  Now there is talk that they will lease out the farm.  
Donna instructed County Counsel to file the legal paperwork which will require the 
Everett's to restore the property back to its original state.   
 
C. UPDATE ON CLOSINGS AND FINAL APPROVALS: 

There have not been any closings during the month but the County has received 
reimbursements from the State for previously closed farms.  Donna said she received 
reimbursements for three of the four Green Tree applications and she has been trying 
for quite some time to get the reimbursement for the fourth.  It appears that the 
County will receive a reimbursement of $124,000 for this application, a portion of 
which has to go back to the municipality.   

The Crisman farm was supposed to be paid through the 2009 Fiscal dollars.  The State 
is saying that there are older applications and suggested that the Crisman application 
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be moved to FY 2011.  This will require that the appraisals be updated because they 
are a year and a half old.  When Donna receives a certified value on the Torre farm and 
others that are at the State level, she will have expended the first $2 million and will be 
working on the other $1.5 million.  Once one or two more reimbursements are received, 
there will be enough money to start the process on the Goldman farm.   

D. MONITORING (A. FAIRCLOUGH, M. EVANS): 

Donna is supposed to be monitoring every farm that has closed in this program once a 
year.  Her workload has prevented her from doing the monitoring in earnest.  The State 
is now urging the Counties and Municipalities to do monitoring reports.  Donna said 
she has recently started the monitoring.  Some anonymous phone calls have been 
received regarding potential issues on farms, so she began with those farms.   

There have been some reports over the years on Bridle Veil farm about an illegal 
apartment.  Last week she received a call about dead horses in the manure pile.  She 
visited the farm without giving the landowner much notice and saw both the old and 
new manure piles.  There were no dead horses or illegal apartments.   

There was also an anonymous e-mail to the State Ag. Development Committee about 
potential issues on Andrew Fairclough's farm on Plotts Road.  The e-mail said there 
was an extra house on the farm.  Donna visited the farm and did not find an extra 
house.  She did see the Ag. Labor Housing which was approved in 2006-2007.  When 
asked if this building could have been mistaken for an extra house, Donna said the 
building is in the woods and can not be seen from the road.   

Donna said she monitored four farms on Friday and three more today.  She needs to 
monitor all 161 farms and will be spending about half of each week in the field.   

Next month there may be a request for a subdivision of premises on the Cosh farm.  In 
1997, the farm was preserved as one farm even though the parcels were a mile and a 
half apart.  The farms are operated independently.  Donna does not anticipate a 
problem with this subdivision. 

E. ANCILLARY COST REIMBURSEMENT UPDATE: 
 
Donna reported that the County spent $778,653.04 in ancillary costs from 1999 to 
2007.  The County should be reimbursed for half of this amount.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A.  TLC-NJ PRESENTATION, SANDY URGO: 
 
Sandy Urgo said the Land Conservancy of New Jersey was the first Land Trust to 
become accredited in the State of New Jersey.  They are currently celebrating their 30th 
Anniversary, having preserved over 18,000 acres.  She said they track the grant money 
that they assist assertive government units with attracting and they are over 220 
million in that tally.  Ms. Urgo said the Land Conservancy has worked in 77 
municipalities throughout the state and in 13 counties. Most of their acquisition work 
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is in the northern part of New Jersey but they have done Planning work as far south as 
Salem County.  They have about 15 people on staff most of the time.   
 
Ms. Urgo gave a Power Point Presentation which showed a slide for every project the 
Land Conservancy completed in Sussex County.  The projects were for both Farmland 
Preservation and Open Space.  The Presentation also covered records of funding 
throughout the years.   
 
Ms. Urgo provided the Board with spreadsheets for potential new projects for farmland 
preservation.  There was discussion on each of the farms.  The Land Conservancy 
hopes to preserve the farms in partnership with Sussex County over the next three 
years.  Donna suggested that the Board visit the farms.  The Board agreed to visit the 
farms on Monday, August 1. 
 
B. 8-YEAR TERMINATION, J. PITTENGER: 
 
There are a number of 8-Year Programs that are due to expire.  According to County 
Counsel, the program terminates on the set date on its own.  Over the last year, the 
State has insisted that the CADB's do a Resolution for termination of an 8-Year 
Program.   
 
Jenny Pittenger sent a letter advising that she did not want to continue in the 8-Year 
Program once it expired.  Donna prepared a Resolution which she read to the Board.   
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Joan Snook Smith that the Board approve the Resolution 
acknowledging termination of the Pittenger 8-Year Program.  The motion was seconded 
by Cece Pattison and carried unanimously. 
 
Donna will change the signature line to show Jim Hunt as acting Chairperson. 
  
C. 8-YEAR TERMINATION, R. SPINKS: 
 
The Spinks 8-Year Program lapsed on May 7, 2011.  They have been contacted as to 
whether or not they wish to reapply.  Russell Sprinks, on behalf of the family, 
submitted a letter to the SCADB on July 12, 2011 and declined to reapply for this 
program.   
 
MOTION: 
 
A motion was made by Cece Pattison to approve the Resolution acknowledging 
termination of the Spinks 8-Year Program.  The motion was seconded by Joan Snook 
Smith and carried unanimously. 
 
This signature line will also be changed to show Jim Hunt as acting Chairperson. 
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D. 2011 ROUND APPRAISAL RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Donna reported that she sent out a letter to ten appraisers from the State Certified 
Appraiser list requesting quotes to appraise the seven farms in the 2011 funding 
round.  Quotes were received from seven of the appraisers; an eighth appraiser is no 
longer in business and the other two did not submit a quote.  The Board needs to make 
recommendations to the Freeholders for two appraisers.  A review appraiser will not be 
necessary for this round.   
 
Donna provided the Board with a list of the Appraisers and their quotes.  They were 
arranged in cost ascending order.  There was some discussion on previous experience 
with the appraisers.  Donna said all of the firms were familiar with the Farmland 
Preservation program.  Two of the appraisal quotes (in the number two and three 
positions) were identical.  After some discussion, the Board selected the lowest bid, 
Holzhauer & Holenstein and the second lowest bid, Appraisal Services of North Jersey. 
The Board chose Appraisal Services of North Jersey over Landmark I Appraisal (their 
quotes were identical) because Appraisal Services of New Jersey is located in Sussex 
County (Landmark I Appraisal is in Chester) and has had the most experience with this 
program in Sussex County. 
 
MOTION: 
 
A motion was made by Joan Snook Smith to recommend Holzhauer & Holenstein and 
Appraisal Services of New Jersey for the appraisal work for the Farmland Preservation 
2011 Funding Round.  The motion was seconded by Cece Pattison and carried 
unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Fred Hough.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.  The meeting 
adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


