
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 JULY 16, 2012 
 
 

The meeting opened at 7:40 p.m. by Chairperson Brodhecker in the Freeholder 
Meeting Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, 
New Jersey.  The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended.  Notice has been forwarded to the newspapers 
and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative 
Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Jane Brodhecker, Chairperson  
    Lori Day, Vice Chairperson 
    Brian Hautau 

Jim Hunt 
Cece Pattison 

    Joan Snook Smith 
     
 MEMBERS EXCUSED: Peter Southway  
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 

Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
Steve Komar, County Agricultural Agent 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Brian Smith, Esq., SADC 
     
 

MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by CeCe Pattison to approve the Minutes of May 21, 2012, as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Brian Hautau and carried unanimously. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. HIGHLANDS AGRITOURISM GRANT UPDATE, HIGHLANDS COUNCIL, 5/22/12: 
 
A letter was received from Gene Feyl, Executive Director of the Highlands Council 
advising that the County of Sussex provided all the materials required to satisfy the 
scope of work for the County’s Sustainable Agriculture: Agri-Tourism Grant.  The 
approved reimbursement total is $45,564.26.   
 
With the approval of this voucher, the County has expended $45,564.26 of the not-to-
exceed $50,000.00 total amount allocated under the Sustainable Agriculture Grant 
Agreement.  The balance of grant funding is $4,435.74. 
 
B. SCOTTO EASEMENT ACQUISITION, SADC, 5/31/12: 
 
On May 24, 2012, the State Agriculture Development Committee certified the value of 
an agriculture development easement on the Scotto farm in Andover Township.  The 
SADC is offering the certified value of $1,550.00 per acre to purchase the development 
easement.  They requested a decision from the Scottos within 30 days of the letter. 
 
Donna explained that this farm was originally presented as the Miller Sheep Ranch.  It 
came in as three applications.  Scott Lewis, the original owner, preserved only one of 
the parcels.  The other two parcels came in at a low amount per acre and he did not 
accept the offer.  Subsequently, the farm was purchased by Mr. Scotto, who is now 
working with the State through a Direct Easement application to preserve the other 
two parcels. 
 
C. JORRITSMA APPRAISAL STATUS, SADC, 5/30/12: 
 
A letter was received from Paul Burns, the Chief Review Appraiser at the SADC to 
clarify the appraisal status of the Jorritsma farm in Lafayette Township.  He listed a 
number of items that the County’s appraisers must address when they review the 
Jorritsma application again.  There have been some issues with this application 
because of the rail trail.  County Counsel has been working on this and he feels that 
there is some development potential.  The appraisers can now reevaluate the 
appraisals based on information that Dennis McConnell will provide to them and the 
information that Mr. Burns requested.   
 
D. NON PROFIT EP, MANAK, SADC, 6/14/12: 
 
The SADC completed its review of the 2009 Non-Profit Easement Purchase Application 
for the Manak farm in Fredon Township.  They determined that the documentation for 
Ridge and Valley Conservancy, Inc. to proceed with the closing to acquire the 
development easement is complete and they listed items that must be addressed at or 
prior to closing. 
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E. COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION, FSA, 6/25/12: 
 
Correspondence was received advising that the County FSA Election is approaching.  
June 15 through August 1 is the period for nominating farmers and ranchers as 
candidates for the local COC election.  FSA encourages all eligible producers to 
nominate themselves or another eligible producer to run for office.  Nomination forms 
are available on their website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or through a FSA office.  
 
F. FEDERAL FRPP FUNDING, SADC, 6/21/12: 
 
An e-mail was received from the SADC advising that they received funding for FY12 
FRPP for the Marino farm in Gloucester County; the Moore farm in Salem County; the 
Copeland farm in Hunterdon County; the Klein farm in Sussex County and the 
DeSimone farm in Gloucester County.  Other farms that were submitted are on the 
“substitution list” and can be submitted for future funding rounds when announced. 
 
Donna said she has been in contact with Mr. Klein and that he is still interested in 
utilizing the federal funds.  She will send him the information from Stephanie Miller at 
the State.  His appraisal must now be updated to federal standards.  This may or may 
not free up County funding. 
 
G. FP MONITORING DEADLINE, SADC, 6/27/12: 
  
An e-mail was received from the SADC with a reminder that the annual monitoring 
reports are due on July 15 (yesterday.)  Donna said there are total of 166 farms in 
Sussex County and only 38 of those are County easements.  She has been steadily 
working on this monitoring work but there are still about 25 SADC farms still to be 
monitored.   
 
H. FAIR INVITATION, 7/10/12: 
 
Correspondence was received advising that agricultural groups and individuals such as 
the Sussex County Ag. Development Board are being highlighted for their contributions 
toward the Fair at the Opening Ceremonies of the Sussex County Farm and Horse 
Show/NJ State Fair.  An invitation to the Ceremonies and two tickets were included.  It 
was requested that the names of the representatives from the Board who will attend 
the Opening Ceremonies be provided to Kathy Cafasso by August 1.   
 
After a brief discussion on schedules, Donna said that she will provide Kathy with the 
Chair and Vice Chair’s information and will mention that at least three other members 
of the CADB will be at the opening ceremonies.   
 
I. ARTICLES OF INTEREST; 
   
Donna discussed some articles related to the Hopatcong Farmers Market; NJ’s Green 
Industry (Horticulture); and Economic Development in Warren County. 
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RIGHT TO FARM: 

 
None 
 
AG. AGENT’S REPORT: 

 

Steve Komar was in South Carolina attending a week long seminar. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A.  AGRITOURISM UPDATE: 
 
Donna reported that the Birding and Nature Festival went very well and that the 
Harvest Festival is scheduled for October 13.   
 
Donna said she spoke with the County GIS Manager to see what other information can 
be included from the Agritourism brochure once he gets it ready to be posted.   
 
There was some discussion on the Farmers Markets in the County.     
 
B. FPP UPDATES (APPRAISALS, SURVEYS, CLOSINGS, POLICIES): 
 
The Freeholders approved the Resolution for the three farms from the last round, 
David Lane, Judith Kayes and MC Land Trust.  The request for survey quotes went 
out.  Donna said she is no longer part of this process and that it is now being done by 
the Purchasing Agent.  Quotes were received for the three farms but County 
Engineering has to review them before the award is made.  The contracts will be going 
out to the landowners, hopefully this week.  When the contracts are signed, the 
surveys and title work will be started.   
 
Several appraisals that have Green Light approval have to be updated.  These include 
Green, Klein (which now needs the federal language,) and possibly Goldman.  An 
update is also needed for Pittenger/Tomassa from two rounds ago because this farm is 
also using federal funds.   
 
Donna said there are now just under 17,000 acres of preserved farmland in the 
County.  Closings are still pending for Pittenger/Tomassa and Manak.  Mr. Sella still 
has to get his exceptions approved through Fredon Township. 
 
At the last meeting the Board adopted a Solar Policy.  Donna said the next day she 
received an e-mail from County Counsel advising her to hold off of this.  Mr. McConnell 
had a question about the reference to commercial farms in the State’s Solar Policy.  He 
asked if “commercial” is the definition as per Right to Farm.  Donna asked Brian Smith 
if he would look into this.   
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C. TENNESSEE GAS PIPELINE UPDAE/PS3&G UPDATE: 
 
Donna said while she was on vacation, there was a meeting and/or conference call 
with Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  She asked Brian Smith if he could provide an update.  
Mr. Smith said he was not present for the conference call.  He was told by Tim Brill 
that the Tennessee Gas representative was not too enlightening and that after that 
conference call some other parties got FERC to reconsider the approval that they gave 
to Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  That approval was to re-align the pipe route along the 
Delaware River up north, in Pike County, and then cross into the Schaffer farm.  That 
approval is now on hold.  FERC wants more information because the claim is that 
Tennessee Gas made a statement that the National Park Service told Tennessee Gas 
they couldn’t go directly across the Delaware River further down river through the 
Water Gap National Recreation Area; that there would be a need for an Act of Congress 
to allow that to happen.  That claim by Tennessee Gas apparently was wrong or they 
misconstrued what the Superintendent at the Recreation Area told them.  Mr. Smith 
said a Motion was filed by the Delaware River Keeper to expedite FERC’s rehearing. 
 
Mr. Smith said the SADC is not sure legally what their rights are with respect to an 
interstate pipeline that’s claiming federal jurisdiction preemption of State law.  They’ve 
tasked the Attorney General’s office to provide them with all of their legal options.  
Also, the SADC either has the appraisals or they are waiting for appraisals to review to 
determine what the value of the taking was for the Hamming farm because then the 
County and the SADC are going to be paid by Tennessee Gas.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A.  AMENDMENT TO GOLDMAN FARM, FRANKFORD TOWNSHIP: 
 
Donna said two years ago the Board approved an application for Farmland 
Preservation from Mr. Goldman for about 123 acres.  Mr. Goldman owned another 
parcel contiguous to this that he was putting into the Open Space Program.  When the 
parcel went into the Open Space Program there were some small changes to the 
borders and a lot line relocation.  (Donna had a map for review.)  Mr. Goldman had a 
two acre exception that he now wants to make a severable five acre exception.  He was 
ready to withdraw his Farmland Preservation application and resubmit in the future.  
However, Donna spoke to Mr. Goldman and suggested that he preserve the two lots 
with 92 acres, which is more than 50% tillable, rather than the three lots with 123 
acres.  Mr. Goldman agreed to this.  Discussion followed. 
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Lori Day to amend the Goldman application as discussed.  The 
motion was seconded by Brian Hautau and carried unanimously. 
 
Donna said she will send the changes to the State and request Green Light approval.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Joan Snook Smith.  The motion was seconded by Lori Day and carried unanimously.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 


