
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

JULY 11, 2013 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Butz. The meeting was held 
in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough 
    Jeffrey Butz, Vice-Chairman, Fredon Township 
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    David Muscalo, Lafayette Township 
    Paul Baldwin, Town of Newton 
    Lisa Chammings, Stillwater Township 
    Annette Stendor, Sussex Borough 
    Denise Webb, Wantage Township 
    Richard Gottemoller, At-Large  

Joseph Lashendock, At-Large 
    Kathy Little, At-Large 
    Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large 
    John Nugent, At-Large 
    Dennis Mudrick, Freeholder Liaison 
     
EXCUSED MEMBERS: Joe Pinzone, Sandyston Township 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    Michael Furrey, Vernon Township 
     
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Alice Brees, Principal Planner 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  None  



MINUTES       Page 
7/11/13 
 
 

 

2

Chairman Butz welcomed Joseph Lashendock, the new PAC At-Large member from 
Montague Township. He also asked PAC to introduce themselves. 
 
MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Denise Webb to approve the Minutes of June 13, 2013. The 
motion was seconded by David Muscalo.  All were in favor, with abstentions from 
Howard Baker, Paul Baldwin, Lisa Chammings, Joseph Lashendock and Eleanor 
Mensonides. Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
There was no correspondence this month. 
 
PLANNER'S REPORT: 
 
Alice Brees reported that earlier today, she had a pre-application meeting with Morris 
County for a future plan amendment in Roxbury. This is a situation where Sussex 
County has jurisdiction in parts of Morris County. This is for a proposed addition to 
the sewer service area of the Musconnetcong Sewer Authority. There are exceptional 
wetlands on the property and there is habitat for red shouldered hawk. The applicant 
will have to have more studies done on the site.  
 
Ms. Brees said that Mike Furrey, the Vernon PAC member, checked up on the Bear 
Brook NJPDES Permit in Fredon. They have a permit for spray irrigation on the golf 
course. Even if the golf course is not being mowed or maintained as a golf course, 
spray irrigation can still occur. Mr. Furrey contacted DEP Northern Enforcement and 
DEP staff said there are no enforcement issues at the Bear Brook facility. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
A. WATERSHED UPDATES: UPPER DELAWARE, WALLKILL: 
 
Chairman Butz said he did not have anything new to report on the Upper Delaware 
Watershed. There is some literature about watching out for erosion where the new 
power lines are being installed. The literature includes telephone numbers for DEP 
and Soil Conservation District.  
 
Alice Brees said she spoke with Nathaniel Sajdak this afternoon. He was sorry he 
could not attend this evening’s meeting, and he said that they are in the process of 
finalizing a large William Penn Foundation grant. The Wallkill Watershed Group will be 
working with the Nature Conservancy looking for projects relating to water quality in 
the Paulins Kill. There are also plans to do some work at the watershed near East 
Clinton Street in Newton. Nathaniel plans to speak to PAC in September. 
David Muscalo asked Alice if she received any responses from Frank Florio, Food 2 
Water. Alice Brees said she sent Mr. Florio a thank you letter and reminded him that 
PAC was interested in receiving answers to their questions. Mr. Florio did not respond. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. DEP TEMPLATE FOR COUNTY WASTEWATER PLAN: EXISTING 
 INFRASTRUCTURE: 
 
Now that the future sewer service area map has been approved by DEP, the County 
can move on to the rest of the Wastewater Management Plan. Ms. Brees plans to start 
with existing infrastructure. DEP has a template for the Wastewater Plan document. 
She provided the Committee with a copy of the “Summary of Treatment Facilities” from 
2008. It describes the franchise areas with the facility name, facility status, NJPDES 
Permit #, discharge type, flow and owner. She also provided them with the Table of 
Contents from the template. 
 
David Muscalo noted a discrepancy for Schering Corp. in Lafayette. Ms. Brees said 
this is the 2008 list of facilities and she is using it as a starting point, it needs to be 
updated. There are changes in the database that do not show up on the summary 
report yet. Hopefully, the data base will show the updates in the next report. 
 
An existing sewer map will also be created which will show existing NJPDES permits, 
some of which were not shown on the future map. She said she will e-mail the 
updated reports as they become available.  
 
Exhibit 2 is the Existing Public Water Facilities. She thinks the Health Department 
would regulate this and believes G.I.S. may have that data layer. Ms. Brees asked the 
members to look over the lists for accuracy. 
 
Ms. Brees said she received the wastewater allocation 2011 data for the MUA and 
MSA. These will also have to be updated. She also provided PAC with a list of all the 
plan amendments that are already done.       
 
The build-out analysis will probably be done in September or October. This was done 
about three or four years ago, but DEP is requiring this as part of the wastewater plan. 
DEP has a model that uses the County’s existing zoning. It looks at septic areas at 
build-out to see that watershed areas are under a certain nitrate level (2 mg per liter.) 
Ms. Brees said the County ran the model for septic areas three years ago. The large 
amount of open space in the County provides dilution within watersheds. The model 
showed that the current zoning does not cause a problem, and DEP nitrate levels are 
met. The build-out will also be checking the capacity of the sewer areas.  
 
A question came up about the need to formally cancel the August PAC meeting. A 
motion was made by Eleanor Mensonides to cancel the August meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Richard Gottemoller and carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Freeholder Liaison Dennis Mudrick was interested in the types of questions that were 
raised at the Food 2 Water Presentation. Ms. Brees said the Food 2 Water technology 
is a food liquefier and that there were questions on the quality of the water that 
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results. They were asked which sewer utilities were accepting discharge from the 
machines and which enzymes were used in the process. PAC also requested water 
testing results. Freeholder Mudrick said he shared with the Freeholders that Food 2 
Water made a presentation and that some Committee members had questions and 
concerns. 
 
Freeholder Mudrick said he was assigned to PAC as the liaison and he thanked 
Chairman Butz for allowing the Committee to introduce themselves. He also thanked 
the Committee for their time and dedication to PAC. Freeholder Mudrick said he will 
attend PAC meetings when possible but that very often there are many overlapping 
obligations.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Howard Baker. The motion was seconded by Eleanor Mensonides and carried 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 


