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Sussex County Division of Senior Services
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES

Silver Cafe, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

              January 8, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am by Mary Lou Schnurr.  All were welcomed to the meeting and a special welcome was made to new member Adele Wines.  

Attendance: Present were:, Shirley Baldwin, Nancy Hess, , Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Kathryn Orr, Elizabeth Ostuni, Ilse Stein, Adele Wines, Kimberley Woodhull, Diane Friedberg, Carol Novrit, Mary Lou Schnurr and Susan Zellman. 

Excused:  Elsie Allen, Tom Caines, Joseph Lasendock, Robert Panzer, Lisa Reidinger and Deena Smith.    
Absent:  Ann Farnsworth, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Jake Lighten, Alison McHose. 
Guests:  None present
Approval of Minutes:     

December minutes will be presented at the next meeting for approval.

Chairpersons Report


No report due to the absences of the chairperson.
Director’s Report
1. The Division of Senior Services Strategic Plan was presented.  Some of the highlights of the plan include:

 A.)  Expanding health promotion programs to support healthy aging, which includes collaborating with Skylands RSVP Volunteer Resource Center and volunteer peer leaders.  The programs will include Healthy Bones, Move Today, and Take Control of Your Health, chronic disease self-management program.

B.)  Enhancing the accessibility of the programs especially at Nutrition Sites and at various geographic locations.  

C.)  Building a mailing list to increase awareness of the programs.  

D.)  Transitioning to an ADRC (Aging & Disability Resource Center  

E.) Implementing the Social Assistance Management System (SAMS).   

2. The NJ Division of Aging and Community Services contracted with The Hilltop Institute in 2009 to conduct a Customer Satisfaction Surveys for 19 out of 21 the counties.  Results of the outstanding results for Sussex County were reviewed.      
Committee Reports 
Housing Committee – No report.

Transportation Liaison – The transportation offices planning move to Wheatsworth Road in Hardyston in September.  This move will result in a review and some possible changes to the existing routes.  At this time, some maintenance issues with the buses are being experienced, which is impacting the service.  Several buses are currently on order with New Jersey Transit, which will help to reduce the impact of this issue.

Disability Committee – No report.

Outreach Committee – The educational program regarding Mental Health issues is expected to take place in April.
Legislative Committee – A bill has been passed by the Senate, but needs to be passed by the House that would carve out funds from the Casino Revenue specifically for transportation.  If bill does not pass before Governor Corzine leaves office it needs to be restarted in the process.  A letter will be sent from the Advisory Board to support this legislation.  Sample letter will be sent to members for their personal input.  

Unfinished Business

A certified letter was sent to the facility where an accident occurred during the Caregiver Expo on November 4, 2009.  To date, no response has been received.

New Business


None

Announcements

1. Freeholder Susan Zellman announced that Money Smart Week will take place from April 16-22, 2010, with a number of planned activities.  At least 10 senior workshops will take place at various locations, many of which will be of interest to seniors. 

2. Freeholder Zellman announced that Catholic family & Community Services would like to distribute gifts to the homebound residents for Valentine’s Day, if volunteers are needed to assist with this she will advise.

3. Freeholder Zellman is currently working to outreach to all municipalities to promote information to the employees on programs and services available through the Department of Human Services, which includes Senior Services.     

4. Kathryn Orr has made a contact with Lowe’s management and they would allow Senior Services to set up a display to provide information to employees and customers.

5. Carol Novrit would like to remind everyone that if they know of a senior who is in need of food to contact Social Services to arrange a delivery.

With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am.   

The next meeting of the Advisory Council will be on February 4, 2010 at 9:00 am
Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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