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Sussex County Division of Senior Services
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES

Sparta Senior Center, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

              October 1, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:02 am by Mary Lou Schnurr from the Division of Senior Services.  All were welcomed to the meeting, including Adele Wines who is interested in joining the Advisory Board. 

Attendance: Present were: Shirley Baldwin, Ann Farnsworth, Nancy Hess, Joseph Lasendock, Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Elizabeth Ostuni, Lisa Reidinger, Anna Mae Schurko, Ilse Stein, Kimberley Woodhull, Diane Friedberg, Carol Novrit and Mary Lou Schnurr. 

Excused:  Elsie Allen, Tom Caines, James Guimes, Kathryn Orr, Robert Panzer and Deena Smith.    
Absent: Jackie Wershing, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Jake Lighten, Alison McHose and Susan Zellman. 
Guests:  Adele Wines
Approval of Minutes:     

The minutes from the September meeting were not approved due to a lack of quorum.

Chairpersons Report


No Report. 
Director’s Report
1. The Division of Senior Services will become an ADRC (Aging & Disability Resource Center) in 2010.  Disability Awareness & Sensitivity training will be provided to the staff and contracted providers on October 7, 2009.

2. Falls Awareness presentations were held during the week of September 21st at all nutrition sites and the Adult Day Center.  
3. The Healthy Living Festival had over 18 great screenings, but the turn out was lower than expected.  Ideas are being explored for the program including moving the date into October for next year.  Suggestions and support from the Advisory Council would be appreciated.

4. It was requested that there be more of a presence of Advisory Council members at all Senior Services sponsored events.
5. The Training Institute to train peer leaders/coaches for all of the evidence-based programs is taking place on various dates throughout October.  Registration for each class is required.

6. The next “Take Control of Your Health” class is scheduled to begin on Friday, October 23 from 9-11:30 am at the Sussex Wantage Library.    

7. An AARP Safe Driving Class will be held on Tuesday October 21 & 28 at 9 am at the Sussex Wantage Library.  Registration is required and upon completion of the course a discount will be applied to one’s auto insurance.

8. The Salute to Military Veterans will take place on November 1 at 2 pm at the Sussex County fair Grounds.  The Committee would like to acknowledge female veterans and the US Cadet Nurse Corps at this event.  Female Veterans should contact Senior Services.

9. The second annual Caregiver Expo will take place on November 4 at the Farmstead Golf and Country Club.  Registration for the event is required.  

10. SAM’s (Social Assistance Management System) is going live today for Information & Assistance; the remainder of the system should be live within the next few weeks.
Committee Reports

Transportation Liaison – No report.

Housing Committee – No report.  Kimberely Woodhull will be attending a conference in Washington 

DC on Housing Legislation next week.  Details will follow.

Disability Committee – No report.

Legislative Committee – Rodney Frelinghuysen is coming to Knoll Heights for a luncheon.  The outcome from the luncheon will be discussed at the next meeting.

The committee lists were distributed for review, if you are not on a committee please feel free to sign-up for a committee.  Each member needs to be on at least one committee.  

Unfinished Business


None

New Business


Addressing mental health issues of seniors living in the community including senior housing sites was discussed.  It was decided to develop a Mental Health Awareness and Sensitivity conference for professionals and workers in the aging network.  The event is being planned for 2010.  Ann Nedelka will contact potential speakers and submit a proposal on the anticipated program for consideration.  

Announcements

1. John Jackson and Linda Phister were honored recently by the State Transportation System for outstanding service and improvement to the County Transit system.

2. The name of Sussex County transit is now Sussex County Skylands Ride.  The name has been endorsed and approved by the Board of Chosen Freeholders.

3. The Newton Chamber of Commerce will be soliciting food for the Division of Social Services Food Pantry at the Sweet Harvest Festival on October 10, 2009 

4. Hamburg Seniors will be soliciting food from each member at each meeting and donating it to various food banks.

With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned.   

The next meeting of the Advisory Council will be on November 5, 2009 at 9:00 am
Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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