
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

OCTOBER 12, 2010 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Landrith.  The meeting was 
held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough, Chairman 
    Bob Smith, Andover Township  
    William Koellhoffer, Byram Township 
    Richard Pumphrey, Frankford Township 
    Jason Doyle, Franklin Borough 
    Allan Esenlohr, Green Township     
    Melissa Dietz, Lafayette Township 
    Ken Jaekel, Town of Newton 
    John Armeno, At-Large 
    Phillip Crabb, Freeholder Liaison 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Kathy Little, Sussex Borough 
 
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Eric Snyder, Planning Director 
    Neal Leitner, Program Manager 
    Jim McDonald, Health Department 
    Reenee Casapulla, Recycling Coordinator 
     
 ALSO PRESENT:  Stephen Burak, NRG Energy, Inc. 
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MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
Ms. Casapulla requested a change on Page 3, Paragraph 2.  "The increase in the 
recycling rate is due to the increase in solid waste." should read, "The increase in the 
recycling rate is due to the decrease in solid waste generation."  It was also noted that 
the meeting date on the first page is shown as September 9 instead of September 14 
and John Armeno should be shown as "excused."   
 
A motion was made by William Koellhoffer to approve the Minutes of September 14, 
2010 as corrected.  The motion was seconded.  All were in favor, with abstentions from 
Melissa Dietz and John Armeno.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS: 

 

Chairman Landrith said he was pleased to have the representative from NRG give his 
presentation.   
 
The Agenda was amended to New Business, A. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. PRESENTATION FROM NRG RE:  PLASMA GASIFICATION: 
 
Steve Burak said he represents NRG Energy, Inc., a Princeton based company.  The 
company moved to New Jersey from Minneapolis when it broke away from Excel 
Energy in 2003.  It has a portfolio of power generation assets throughout the United 
States.  Mr. Burak has a strong background in power generation and has lectured on 
fuel and energy management globally.   
 
Mr. Burak said that plasma is an electrically charged gas.  It is superheated air 
capable of temperatures exceeding 13,000°F.  Plasma gasification is a break down of 
organic materials (MSW) into simpler molecular structures using extremely hot air.  
The process converts all organic materials into gaseous fuel.  The end product of 
gasification is Synthesis Gas (Syngas) consisting of H2 + CO.  Syngas is similar to 
natural gas and can be used as fuel to generate electricity or steam.  Gasification is an 
efficient and environmentally responsible process to convert low value blended 
feedstock to high value gaseous fuel to produce electricity. 
 
Gasification is a Thermal Conversion process not a combustion process.  Thermal 
Conversion changes the phases of organic material from a solid material into a gas.  
He showed a DVD that described the Thermal Conversion process, the Plasma Torch 
System, the Plasma Gasifier, Inert Vitrified Slag Applications and the Process Flow.   
 
Plasma Gasification produces lower emission pollutants than other Waste-to-Energy 
technologies.  When municipal solid waste decomposes in landfills, gases such as 
methane are emitted into the atmosphere.  Plasma Gasification avoids this process 
entirely and because it decreases the overall volume of waste and has the added 
benefit of slowing down landfill development. Trucks that haul municipal solid waste 
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to landfills consume diesel fuel and generate carbon dioxide.  Plaza Gasification 
eliminates unnecessary truck traffic and to the extent Plaza Gasifiers displace fossil- 
fueled power plants, carbon dioxide is further eliminated.  Gasifying solid waste is 
better than landfilling it, burning it or burning the methane it produces when it 
decomposes.  Plasma Gasification generates steam and electricity and reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global warming.  A period of questions 
and answers followed the presentation.  
 
Melissa Dietz introduced herself as the new Recycling Coordinator for Lafayette 
Township and their SWAC representative.   
 
REPORTS: 
 
A. SCMUA UPDATE: 
 
In Tom Varro's absence, Rene Casapulla provided the members with a chart showing 
the SCMUA's tonnages from December 1 through the week ending September 24 from 
FY97 through FY10.  This charts shows that the tonnages for the week ending 
September 24 compared to the same time period of every year previously.  There is a 
4.1% increase over the 2009 FY.  They expect to see this upward trend continue.   
 
A Tonnage Comparison chart showed when Flow Control Enforcement was 
implemented on June 1, 2010, during the same time period, the solid waste tonnages 
show an increase of 15.2% compared to FY 2009.   
 
During this same period the average Tipping Fee, which is a blended rate, is $98.43 
which is 17.1% above 2009.  Ms. Casapulla said to keep in mind that the tipping fee 
was raised on June 1 and then was lowered on September 1.   
 
B. RECYCLING COORDINATOR: 
 
Ms. Casapulla said the SCMUA held their Electronics Recycling Collection Day on 
October 2.  Over 500 cars brought in over 27 tons of consumer electronics.  Quite a 
few municipalities and government agencies participated the day before.   
 
The landfill ban for certain types of electronic material starts January 1, 2011.  Ms. 
Casapulla will discuss this in more detail at the December meeting.  She provided the 
members with information on future programs.  Household Hazardous Waste Day is 
November 6.  Sussex County HAZMAT will be there also to help with unknown 
materials that come in.  Again, municipalities and government agencies may bring 
material in the day before, however they must know the type and quantities of 
materials they are disposing of. 
 
On November 13 there will be another Medical Waste Collection Day.  This event will 
have three locations for collection: the two Wal Marts and the MUA.  John Armeno 
reported that the Sheriff's Association is also working on a project to collect unwanted 
or expired drugs.  He will provide Ms. Casapulla with more information on the 
program.   
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 C. STATE LIAISON: 
 
The State Liaison did not attend this evening's meeting and did not provide a report. 
 
D. SWAGGER REPORT: 
 
This evening's presentation will service as the report from SWAGGER. 
  
DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: 
 
A. ERIC SNYDER: 
 
Mr. Snyder reported that tomorrow night the Freeholders will approve their Minutes 
which will memorialize the final hearing on Back Thru the Future.  He said this is the 
only remaining piece DEP requires to approve the Amendment to change their 
address. 
 
B. HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 
 
Jim McDonald reported that during the fourth quarter, the Health Department 
conducted four facility inspections, which included one Class A Recycling facility and 
three exempt Class B facilities.  They also did 33 small hauler interviews for a total of 
66 for the year.   
 
During the last quarter they did 223 recycling investigations and surveys, generating 
approximately 159 warning letters with respect to facilities not in compliance with the 
Solid Waste Management Plan.  Mr. McDonald added that they did 99 container 
inspections, 32 of which were determined to be potential transporter waste flow 
investigations, generating 15 Notices of Violations.   
 
There is one ongoing DEP incident and complaint investigation in Wantage Township 
and a total of 25 complaint investigations, one referred from DEP and the others, 
citizen complaints, for a total of four Notices of Violations or warning letters.  There 
were also two penalty actions, one dealing with a hauler and another dealing with a 
solid waste facility.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. September Grinnell Recycling Report: 
B. Monthly Tonnage Reports from Interstate Waste Services: 
 
Neal Leitner said that, as promised at the September meeting, he provided a copy of 
the Monthly Tonnage Report for all of the counties from Interstate Waste Services.  It 
appears that 433 tons of recycling went to Grinnell.  He felt it may be possible to 
include this figure in the County's recycling rate. 
 
Mr. Leitner reported that Sussex County, in partnership with Rutgers RCE Water 
Resources Program, will host a Green Infrastructure Seminar Series to present green 



MINUTES       Page 
10/12/2010 
 
 

5 

infrastructure projects.  There will be four demo projects in the County.  The seminar 
will be for public outreach and information throughout the months of October and 
November.  He offered to send a copy of the flyer to anyone who was interested in 
attending.      
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
Freeholder Liaison Crabb told SWAC that they will be very important in the decision 
making regarding solid waste management in the future. 
 
There was a suggestion to e-mail the SWAC Minutes to the Municipal Mayors.  It was 
felt that seeing the work that is done by SWAC may encourage the Mayors of towns 
without representation to appoint a representative.  Eric Snyder said we would begin 
to do this right away. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
John Armeno.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.  The meeting 
adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 


