
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 OCTOBER 15, 2012 
 
 

The meeting opened at 7:43 p.m. by Chairperson Brodhecker in the Freeholder 
Meeting Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, 
New Jersey.  The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended.  Notice has been forwarded to the newspapers 
and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative 
Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Jane Brodhecker, Chairperson  
    Brian Hautau 

Jim Hunt 
Cece Pattison 

    Joan Snook Smith 
         
 MEMBERS EXCUSED: Lori Day, Vice Chairperson 
    Peter Southway 
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 

Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
Steve Komar, County Agricultural Agent 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  None 
 

 

MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Joan Snook Smith to approve the Minutes of August 20, 2012 
as presented.  The motion was seconded by CeCe Pattison.  All were in favor, with an 
abstention from Brian Hautau.  Motion carried. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. SUPERIOR COURT DECISION REGARDING SOIL DESTRUCTION ON A 
 PRESERVED FARM, SADC, 8/21/12: 
 
A memo was received from the SADC regarding a Superior Court Decision relating to 
soil destruction on a preserved farm.  The judge found in favor of the SADC, which 
initiated legal action after determining that the landowner had destroyed a large area of 
a preserved farm in the process of preparing the land for hoophouses. 
 
This decision is not a reflection on whether hoophouses are permitted on preserved 
farms.  This case was about major soil disturbance over a 20-acre area involving cuts 
and fill on the land of up to 10 to 12 feet, soil removed down to bedrock in some places, 
and the blending of topsoil and subsoil, with bedrock material distributed throughout.  
The judge ruled that this activity destroyed the soil and violated the Agriculture 
Retention and Development Act and the farmland preservation deed restrictions that 
prohibit activities detrimental to soil conservation or continued agricultural use of the 
land.  The SADC is in the process of determining the next course of action.  
Chairperson Brodhecker said as of the last meeting, the SADC is still working out the 
remediation. 
  
B. AGRITOURISM LETTER, SC BOARD OF AGRICULTURE, 9/11/12: 
 
A letter was received from the Sussex County Board of Agriculture with a check 
providing the profits from the Birding & Nature Festival back to the County.  Since the 
County cannot take money in, it works through the County Board of Agriculture.  This 
money is designated for agri/eco-tourism projects as a match for grants or to be used 
for the festival next year.  The Birding & Nature Festival made $1,560.32.   
 
C. 2014 OYF OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS, K. KRITZ, 9/19/12: 
 
A memo was received from the State Department of Agriculture advising that they are 
accepting nominations for the 2014 Outstanding Young Farmer Award.  A program 
overview and the Official State Nomination Form were also received.  The submission 
deadline for nominations is January 15, 2013. 
 
After a brief discussion it was agreed that Donna would contact Cully Opilla and Tore 
Anderson to see if they are interested in submitting an application. 
 
D. PREPARATIONS FOR 2014 PIG ANNUAL PLANING SUBMISSION, SADC, 
 9/20/12: 
 
A notice was received from the SADC advising that the County must update its 
Planning Incentive Grant.  The County must notice the municipalities whether it is 
making any changes to the Ag. Development Area.  This is due 90 days before 
December 15.  Donna said the notice went out in September.   
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The SADC also announced that it appears they will receive the remaining voter 
approved 2009 Bond Funds and they want the Counties to initiate a new round.  
Donna said by December 15, she has to take the Planning Incentive Grant and the ten 
project areas and redo the calculations.   
 
E. 200,000 ACRE FPP EVENT, SADC, 9/25/12: 
 
The SADC hosted a press event October 9 at Cassaday Farms in Upper Pittsgove 
Township in Salem County.  The purpose of the event was to announce that New 
Jersey has reached the 200,000-acre mark in farmland preserved under the State 
Farmland Preservation Program and to celebrate this major milestone.   
 
F. FINAL APPROVAL FOR LANE, KEYES, MC LAND TRUST, SADC, 9/27/12: 
 
An e-mail was received from the SADC advising that they granted final approval for the 
Lane, Keyes and MC Land Trust/Mazza Farms.  The final approval is contingent upon 
the Governor’s review period.  Unsigned copies of the final approval resolutions were 
attached.  Signed copies will be forwarded after the Governor approves the minutes of 
the meeting. 
 
G. SADC STAFF CONTACTS, SADC: 
 
Donna said she has an updated SADC Contact List for anyone interested.  The 
Northern Regional Project Manager is Stephanie Miller, who should be attending our 
SCADB meetings.   
 
H. FARM TOUR & WORKSHOP FOR PRODUCERS, MERCER SOIL DISTRICT, 
 10/1/12: 
 
A notice was received from the Mercer County Soil Conservation District inviting New 
Jersey farmers to attend a farm tour and workshop on October 22, 2012 at Evergreen 
Farm in Yardville, NJ.  The evening will begin with a farm tour, followed by an 
introduction to useful conservation practices and programs offering technical and 
financial assistance from the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service.  USDA-
NRCS technical experts will be on hand to answer questions and take applications 
from those who wish to sign up for NRCS assistance.  Registration is required and is 
requested by October 17.   
 
I. GREEN LIGHT APPROVAL: GOLDMAN, FRANKFORD TWP., SADC, 10/1/12: 
 
A letter was received from the SADC advising that they granted Green Light Approval 
for the Goldman Frankford Farm Partnership in Frankford Township.  The SADC staff 
has reviewed the application and determined that it is complete and accurate and 
meets their minimum criteria.   
 



MINUTES                                           Page 
10/15/12 
 
 

 

4

Because this farm consists of parcels which are not contiguous, the SADC provided 
one additional guidance document for staff to review with the landowner.  This is to 
ensure that although the lots are not next to each other, they will be preserved as one 
farm.  County staff may proceed to select two appraisers from the list of appraisers 
approved by the SADC to conduct independent appraisals of the farm. 
 
J. SUSTAINING FARMING ON THE URBAN FRINGE, RUTGERS: 
 
Rutgers is offering a workshop with classroom presentation and field tours on Cover 
Crops for Soil Health on the Coastal Plain.  The workshop will be held on Thursday, 
October 18 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Cape May Court House, NJ.  Growers and 
agricultural professionals should submit their $10.00 registration fee and completed 
registration form by October 5. 
 
K. ELIGIBLE FARM MINIMUM SCORE REQUIREMENTS, SADC, 10/4/12: 
 
On September 27, 2012, the SADC established the annual score criteria and the 
average quality scores for each county applying for an easement purchase pursuant to 
the County Planning Incentive Grant program.  The minimum standard score was 
calculated at 70% of the county’s average quality score for all farms granted 
preliminary approval by the SADC through the County Easement Purchase or Planning 
Incentive Grant programs over the three previous fiscal years.  These minimum 
standards will become effective on January 1, 2013 and will apply to all applications 
approved by the SADC prior to December 31, 2013. 
 
L. ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 
 
Donna discussed some articles related to Ed Scott being inducted into the Sussex 
County Agricultural Hall of Fame; the 100th Anniversary of Pochuck Farm; and the 
sunflower fields in Sussex County.   
  
RIGHT TO FARM: 

 
A. UPDATE ON POULTRY FARM, WANTAGE: 
 
Donna reported that in August there was a request from Wantage Township that 
somebody inspect the farm on Sherman Ridge Road.  Donna called the landowner, 
Jerry Faulkner and arranged a site visit along with Steve Komar.  Mr. Faulkner was 
bringing in trailers, gutting them and using them to house the poultry.  Steve made 
some good suggestions on how Mr. Faulkner could better utilize the existing pasture.  
If he implements these suggestions, he will alleviate the issue with Wantage Township 
and the contiguous landowner.   
 
Donna said she sent a follow-up letter to Wantage Township advising that a site visit 
was conducted and that suggestions were made, which were positively received.  
Donna said she has not heard anything more about this issue.   
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B. UPDATE ON PIG FARM, FRANKFORD:  
 

There have been a few ongoing complaints over the last year about Mosefund farm in 
Frankford.  There was a formal complaint that came through the Health Department 
from a neighbor.  Donna said she was unable to attend the site visit but that Steve 
Komar met with the owner, Chris Anderson.  He said it was a very productive meeting. 
Steve said he has been working with this operation for awhile and it has progressed 
light years from what it was at one time.  It is now a state-of-the-art operation and the 
landowner is using Best Management Practices.   
  

AG. AGENT’S REPORT: 

 

The Nyger Seed will be harvested within the next couple of weeks.  Donna said there 
are close to 50 individuals that are part of the trials.  They are putting out two bags of 
seed, an “A” and a “B” bag and the individuals will be recording the consumption level 
for 16 days. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. AGRITOURISM UPDATE (HARVEST FESTIVAL): 
 
Donna reported that the Harvest Festival was held this past Saturday.  She publicly 
thanked Joan Snook Smith for opening the Snook Museum for the event.  She also 
thanked Jane Brodhecker for the display for NJ Farm Bureau Women and the 
children’s activities; and CeCe Pattison who was there with a Lusscroft Display.  CeCe 
said many people stopped to talk and they had someone who wants to become a 
member.  There were about 55 vendors and organizations, including the Sussex 
County Beekeepers who asked to partner with the event.   
 
Donna reported that the last of Highlands Council Agritourism Funds were used to 
advertise the event and that Rudy has become an expert in finding free Calendar of 
Events to post to.  Rudy also worked at the gate doing an entrance survey of the zip 
codes of the people coming in.   
 
Entrance to the Festival was free as were the wagon rides.  Andersen Farm and 
Kuperus Farm donated pumpkins which were used as a children’s painting activity. 
Donna acknowledged that the Fairgrounds generously allowed her the use of their 
facilities.   
 
Joan Snook Smith suggested that next year there be a food vendor.  Donna said there 
was a food vendor but that Mark positioned the vendor toward the Dog Show. She 
added that Rosaline’s was also there selling sandwiches and quiche.       
 
 
 



MINUTES                                           Page 
10/15/12 
 
 

 

6

B. FPP UPDATES (APPRAISALS, SURVEYS, CLOSINGS, POLICIES, LAND 
 CONSERVANCY OF NJ PROJECTS): 
 
Donna offered some statistics that came out of the last SADC meeting last week.  New 
Jersey has preserved 26% of its farmland base and has spent more public funds than 
any other State, with an average of $11,000 per acre.  New Jersey is number two 
nationally in the number of farms that have been preserved (Pennsylvania is number 
one.)  New Jersey is number three in the nation in the number of acres in farmland 
that have been preserved (Pennsylvania and Maryland are number one and two 
respectively.) 
 
Donna said she met with the County Treasurer several weeks ago to see if her 
calculations were accurate and to see if there were enough funds to proceed with the 
four farms that Land Conservancy brought before this Board. Bernie Re confirmed that 
there was enough money.  Funding cannot exceed the Land Conservancies estimates. 
Also, since the County did not do a funding cycle this round, there will be some dollars 
to add to next year’s funding cycle.  It appears that the State will have new money for 
Farmland Preservation next year.  She will discuss this in more detail under New 
Business. 
 
Donna said the surveys are almost done on the three new applications: Lane, Keyes 
and MC Land Trust.  She should have two of the three surveys by the end of this week 
and the third should be ready shortly thereafter.  Once they are reviewed by 
Engineering, they can be sent to the State.   
 
Donna reported that a memo was sent out in September to the municipalities about 
the County’s Ag. Development Area and the Planning Incentive Grant to satisfy the 
SADC requirements.   
 
The updated appraisals on Kline and Green are still confidential.  They were done two 
years ago and they had to be updated for State approval.  When compared to the 
previous approvals, they are down about 30%.  The SADC will certify the values and 
when done, Donna will reach out to the two landowners.  The Kline’s have agreed to 
funding through the Federal program.   
 
Tom Rodriguez was one of the two appraisers for the Tommaso farm, which will be 
funded with Federal money.  Once those appraisals are too old, they have to be 
updated.  The State suggested that Mr. Rodriguez update the appraisal.  Mr. Rodriguez 
was rehired but he has not performed the work.  Donna spoke to him two weeks ago 
and he said they would be ready in two weeks (now.)  Donna sent him an e-mail today 
and he responded saying he has been away and that he would have them to her by the 
end of the week.  However, he wants Donna to provide him with the completed Deed of 
Easement because the State will not accept a sample.  He also said that the County 
had to do an impervious coverage worksheet.  The County has never been required to 
provide this data at this point in the process with any previous projects.  Donna left a 
message for Stefanie Miller today but she did not hear from her.   
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Donna reported that she has had some dealings with Jay Fisher of Ag. Choice.  His 
operation is on Fran Washer’s farm as an existing non-ag. use and he had some 
concerns about the language in the Deed of Easement.  His operation is undergoing 
some changes with potential ownership and Mrs. Washer was worried that his 
business change would cause her to be in violation.  County Counsel assured Donna 
that as long as the type of operation does not change and it does not exceed the 
operation, there is no problem.  Mr. Fisher’s lease will terminate at the end of this year. 
Donna said she relayed this information to Mrs. Washer.   
 
Donna said she received a phone call from a person who suggested that she check a 
particular preserved farm.  The caller said concrete is being brought it in and that it is 
possible the concrete is being crushed at the farm.  This would be a violation.  Donna 
said she drove past the farm today and did see some gravel and a piece of construction 
equipment.  County Counsel said she is allowed to revisit the farm within the year if it 
appears there is a violation.  Donna said she has to reach out to the landowner. 
 
C. TENNESSEE GAS PIPELINE UPDATE/PSE&G UPDATE (NOTICE OF 
 APPEARANCE FOR SUSSEX COUNTY):  
 
The County has entered a Notice of Appearance for both the Shaffer and Hamming 
farms.  County Counsel said the State has also done so.  According to newspaper 
articles, some of our legislators have been asked to ask FERC to put a hold on this so 
more information can be analyzed, especially in the Montague area.  According to 
Dennis McConnell, anyone that is involved in the court proceeding can ask for either a 
hold or more information.  This notice, on behalf of this Board, was done within the 
last month.  Donna said she does not have an update on PSE&G.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. RECOMMENDED FY 2013 APPROPRIATION REQUEST, SADC:  
 
The State has made recommendations for an Appropriation Request for Fiscal Year 
2013.  It was approved at their meeting at the end of September.  This then goes to the 
Governor’s office.  For the Planning Incentive Grant program there are two funding 
opportunities, the base grant and the competitive fund grant.  This will be the third 
opportunity that the Counties will have to participate in this type of funding structure.  
 
The first half of the funding for Fiscal Year 2009 was granted.  Each county received a 
$2 million base grant and were able to compete up to a total of $5 million.  There was 
$3 million in competitive funds.  In Sussex County’s case, we just spent down the $2 
million and about $20,000 in competitive funds.  In fiscal year 2011, there was $1.5 
million awarded to each county as a base grant with a maximum competitive grant per 
county of $3 million.  Sussex County is still spending down fiscal year 2011 funds.  
With all of the projects at the State level, it will exceed the $1.5 million and will 
potentially go into the some of the competitive money.  For Fiscal Year 2013 (the 
second half of Fiscal Year 2009 monies that were never released,) the State is 
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proposing a base grant of $1 million per county but a maximum competitive grant of 
$5 million.  Bernie Re said the County is in a good position to spend down the $1 
million.  There are some monies available.  At the last meeting, Freeholder Vohden 
expressed a hope that the County would be able to at least keep the tax where it is, if 
not potentially raise it a little bit.  If this is the case, it will be important to have 
applications ready in the New Year.  Donna has been accepting applications all year 
and since these articles started appearing in the newspaper, calls have been coming in.  
 
Donna said as the closings are completed between now and the end of the year, she 
will meet again with County Treasurer to see how much funding is available.  The 
County Open Space Program did a round this year but did not receive any applications. 
 This could bode well for agriculture because there would be less competition from the 
County perspective as to spending the limited funds that are available.  Donna added 
that the Land Conservancy proposed a project to the Sussex CADB with 50% funded 
already.  Also, as long as the landowner accepts the restrictions, the Federal Farm and 
Ranch Bill does not use County dollars.   
 
 
B. SOLAR ENERGY GENERATION ON PRESERVED FARMS, SADC – REVIEW: 
 
Donna said the Solar Energy Generation on Preserved Farms rules were released on 
September 17.  Comments are due to the SADC by November 16 (before the next CADB 
meeting.)  There is already an approved policy for solar on buildings.  This policy is for 
solar on the land for preserved farms.   
 
Donna read parts of the summary to the Board members.  The Board reviewed and 
discussed the document.  The Board asked for clarification on expansion of the 
operation to justify the expense to install solar and clarification on the process.  There 
was a question as to whether a farmer can sell to the grid for profit.  Donna asked the 
Board to review the document and e-mail her any questions or comments.  She said 
she asked County Counsel to review it within the next two weeks also.  She will draft 
up the comments and questions and send it to the Board for their review and then for 
Jane Brodhecker’s signature. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Brian Hautau.  The motion was seconded by Joan Snook Smith and carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
 
 


