
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 OCTOBER 31, 2013 
 
 

The meeting opened at 7:34 p.m. by Chairman Lundin in the Freeholder Meeting 
Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, New 
Jersey. The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended. Notice has been forwarded to the newspapers 
and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative 
Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Cliff Lundin, Chairman 
    Glenn Schweizer, Vice Chairman 

Lisa Chammings 
Donald Ploetner 
Wes Powers 

     
 MEMBERS EXCUSED: Wolfgang Gstattenbauer 
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 

Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Freeholder Liaison Rich Vohden  
  
    
 

MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Lisa Chammings to approve the Minutes of September 26, 
2013, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Donald Ploetner and carried 
unanimously. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
None 
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. UPDATE ON FRANCISCO FARM AGREEMENT/FUNDING: 
 
Donna reported that at this time, the County still does not have a signed Grant 
Agreement. The Grant Agreement has been approved by the attorney for all the parties; 
however there is a challenge with the moving parts of the block and lots. The 
Agreement must be amended with these changes.  
 
In the paperwork that Trust for Public Land presented, they included Andover 
Township and Green Township properties. The County’s agreement is only for those 
properties in Andover Borough. When TPL made the original application, it included all 
three municipalities; however the County only received a Resolution of Support from 
Andover Borough. The Committee cannot proceed without a Resolution of Support 
from the individual municipalities. Glenn Schweizer asked if TPL was aware of the fact 
that they needed to secure the Resolution from the other two towns. Donna said they 
were and that the applicant is told with the introductory letter what the requirements 
are and this has always been part of the requirement. 
 
Chairman Lundin said after the last meeting, he put together a memo to the 
Freeholder Board. The memo said that the Open Space Committee recommended that 
the Freeholders investigate whether they could come up with additional funds, 
$30,000.00, because that is about the amount that is available to the Committee this 
year and that there are no new Open Space applications. Cliff said that, immediately 
after, he received a call from County Counsel seeking clarification of a couple of points, 
and that since then, he has had two additional conversations with Mr. McConnell. 
Essentially, the feedback he is getting is that the Freeholder Board is not willing to 
come up with the additional funds at this time. Part of it is related to the fact that they 
have already bent the rules quite a bit even to fund the original application to the 
extent that it was. The property is outside of the criteria because it is in a designated 
Town Center, a growth area, etc. In addition, the $30,000.00 that might be available to 
this Committee could be used for Farmland Preservation. The Freeholder Board felt 
that TPL should go back to the developer. There was also some concern about the area 
that was being retained by the developer and what the land use of that could be.  
 
Freeholder Liaison Rich Vohden said in order to do what the Open Space Committee 
requested, it would have had to go before the Freeholder Board in the form of a 
Resolution and it would be changing the methods of operation. It wasn’t just a simple 
request; it is a major change that would have to go before the entire Board.  
 
Glenn Schweizer said the original plans were to give TPL correspondence to confirm the 
“No” answer so that they can show the property owner that they did try to secure 
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additional funding. Hopefully, this helps them to negotiate a better deal with the 
property owner or secure additional money before the contract expires on November 
11. 
 
Cliff asked Donna if she heard anything from Kathy Haake about whether she’s been 
successful in getting any additional foundation money. Donna said she has not heard 
anything from Kathy during the last month.  
 
B. NOCELLA NATURE PRESERVE MEMO: 
 
Donna said this is the request the Nature Conservancy had to flip the property in 
Sandyston to the New Jersey Natural Lands Trust. After discussion last month, the 
Committee approved this transfer. The letter said a written approval was needed from 
the County. Donna drafted a memo from Cliff to Ms. Austin, from the Nature 
Conservancy. Donna read the letter to the Committee.  
 
C. UPDATE ON RULES AND REGULATIONS:  
 
At the last meeting, a member asked if the revisions that were made last year to the 
Open Space Rules and Regulations were adopted. Donna said there was a Resolution 
dated March 27, 2013 for the authorization of revisions to the Sussex County Open 
Space Program Rules and Regulations. Donna said if there were any Committee 
members who did not have most updated version of the Rules and Regulations, they 
should contact her or Antoinette.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. PSE&G APPLICATION FOR A MAJOR DIVERSION OF PARKLAND IN FREDON 
 TOWNSHIP, BLOCK 1602, LOTS 8 AND 10:   
 
Cliff Lundin said this application for a major diversion of Parkland in Fredon Township 
is for the Coursens Meadow property. The Open Space Committee recommended 
favorably to the preservation of this property and Sussex County participated in its 
purchase. PSE&G is looking for a swap as part of the power line upgrade that is going 
through the area. 
 
Donna said that Coursens Meadow came to the Committee as part of the 2006 
application round. The application to preserve the 35.96-acre property was approved 
and it closed about a year later. It was purchased for passive recreation and has 
restrictions that were required by Green Acres. Donna read the letter she received 
regarding the Public Hearing at Fredon Township scheduled for November 13. 
 
Donna said this property is directly across the street from property which the County 
holds an easement for Farmland Preservation. PSE&G has an easement on the Ag. 
property and they are trying to move it because of an issue with the Fredon Township 
School. Donna thinks the move may now impact the Coursens Meadow property. There 
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is a permanent protection with land use restrictions on the property; however, Green 
Acres has the ability to do some swapping of land. In farmland preservation, there is 
not that ability. The only way to deviate from the easement would be for public health 
and safety. There was a similar issue recently with Tennessee Gas Pipeline but that 
was under FERC.  
 
Donna advised the Committee that with the Ag. issue, the County is supposed to be 
receiving a Notification of Intent from PSE&G. This notification will provide the County 
with the plans of where the entire line will lie in Sussex County by block and lot, which 
identifies the properties it effects. The State received their Notice of Intent two weeks 
ago, but as of today, the County has not received one. Donna thinks the County will 
not receive theirs until the State deems theirs to be complete. The notification starts a 
30-day clock in which she will have to complete an analysis.  
 
Donna prepared a letter to PSE&G at the direction of County Counsel. She read this 
letter to the Committee. The Committee suggested that Fredon Township and Green 
Acres receive a copy of this letter. There was some discussion about whether members 
of the Open Space Committee should attend the Public Hearing.   
 
MOTION: 
 
A motion was made by Donald Ploetner to send the letter to PSE&G with copies to 
Fredon Township and Green Acres. The motion was seconded by Glenn Schweizer and 
carried unanimously. 
 
It was agreed that a reminder e-mail will be sent to the Open Space Committee as the 
Public Hearing date approaches.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Rich Vohden asked who set the November 11 deadline (for the Francisco Farm.) Cliff 
said there is a written option agreement with the owner and that this date has been 
extended repeatedly. When asked if this date can be changed at any time, Cliff said 
both parties need to agree. He added that he has never seen a case where an extension 
has been refused, except where one of the parties wants out of the contract.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Wes Powers. The motion was seconded by Donald Ploetner and carried unanimously. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


