
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 OCTOBER 22, 2015 
 
 

The meeting opened at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Lundin in the Freeholder Meeting 
Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, New 
Jersey. The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended. Notice has been forwarded to the newspapers 
and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative 
Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Cliff Lundin, Chairman 
    Lisa Chammings 

Wolfgang Gstattenbauer 
Donald Ploetner 

 
 MEMBERS EXCUSED: Glenn Schweizer, Vice Chairman 

Louis Caruso 
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Autumn Sylvester, Program Coordinator 

Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Freeholder Liaison Richard Vohden 
    Barbara Heskins-Davis, Trust for Public Lands 
     
 
MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Donald Ploetner to approve the Minutes of August 27, 2015, as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Wolfgang Gstattenbauer. All were in favor, 
with an abstention from Lisa Chammings. Motion carried. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 
 
Autumn provided the Committee members with an article which appeared in the 
Pocono Record on August 25, 2015. The National Parks Conservation Association and 
publishers of National Geographic are forming a partnership to promote geo-tourism in 
the National Park along the Delaware. They will be asking the public to select sites that 
are unique along the Water Gap Recreation Area for inclusion on a National 
Geographic map.   
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A.  OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND REFERENDUM DISCUSSION: 
 
Chairman Lundin said the FAQs Sheet has been posted on the County website. The 
Trust for Public Lands, the New Jersey Conservation Foundation and The Land 
Conservancy of New Jersey have joined and put together a flyer which will be mailed to 
15,000 probable voters within the next week or so. A copy of the flyer was provided to 
the Committee in their meeting mailing. The flyer has the ballot question and the 
interpretive statement word-for-word and it provides reasons to continue the County 
Open Space Program. Cliff Lundin said the Open Space Committee is indebted to the 
TPL, NJCF and TLC for their effort. Barbara Heskins-Davis said the Trust for Public 
Lands was pleased to be part of this effort and that they hope the question passes. 
 
Donald Ploetner asked if there have been any questions from the public. Autumn said 
she has not received any public comments or questions. She said the Ag. Development 
Board received a copy of the flyer at their meeting on Monday. They are going to post it 
on their social media sites and send it to their email lists. They also will do the same 
for the FAQs Sheet. Cliff said he felt it was within their rights as an individual for the 
Committee to email electronic copies of the flyer and the FAQs Sheet and post it on 
their site. Lisa Chammings asked if the towns can post it. Cliff said “Yes” if the 
township agrees. Autumn said the Ag. Development Board will write letters to the 
Editor and contact The Herald. Cliff asked Freeholder Liaison Richard Vohden if he is 
aware of any organized opposition to the referendum. Freeholder Vohden said it has 
been quiet and added that it has been predicted that this election may have the lowest 
turnout on record.         
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A.  REVIEW OF 2003 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
 
Ms. Davis advised the Committee that she has been trying to meet with Eric Snyder 
and Autumn on a monthly basis and that she started working on the computer 
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mapping. They reviewed the draft natural resource maps the last time they met. Part of 
the project is a computer model to determine sites of water quality value. They are 
working with Dan Van Abs from Rutgers University on this and over the next month, 
they will develop the methodology. She hopes to have this information available for the 
December Open Space meeting. The computer modeling should be done by February 
and then they will produce a map which will show the sites with high water quality 
value. Nathaniel Sajdak, from the Wallkill River Watershed Management Group, will 
take the map and recommend a number of sites.  
 
Water Resources will protect the hydrology of the system, so you look at recharge 
areas, forested lands, wetlands and flood plains. Ms. Davis said they will want to 
identify and model where those areas are and then identify the land management 
component that goes with that concept. They will also want to know where the streams 
are and what the water quality is. They’ve looked at maintaining forested meadows and 
riparian areas and then look at the stewardship component of stormwater and steam 
erosion. They will also look at active water supplies, which include wellhead protection 
areas for community water supplies, other reservoir systems and surface water 
supplies in Sussex County. 
 
Ms. Davis said at the town meetings, a big priority was the concept of connectivity of 
trails. The County has regional trail systems and diverse efforts to create locally based 
trails. They may create more detailed maps which will highlight each community. There 
will be a recommendation section that the Open Space Committee and the Freeholders 
will think about in terms of implementation. There is also a stewardship component. 
She hopes to have an internal draft in April 2016 and then take a few months to work 
on it with the Committee.  
 
Freeholder Vohden asked how property such as the Francisco farm, which had 
wetlands, would fit into the Plan. Ms. Davis said the property was a large parcel so it 
had meadow forest habitat. It would appear in the Plan but it would depend on what 
the recharge capacity of that property is. She feels it would rank high. 
 
Autumn said at the August meeting, the Committee discussed re-ranking the 2003 
Goals and Objectives. She provided the Open Space Committee with a list titled, “Goals 
Identified in the 2003 Open Space Plan.” They began by deciding if any of the goals 
needed to be eliminated. It was agreed that some of the bullets were already identified 
within the first eight items. The Committee agreed that the repeated items should be 
eliminated. They were also provided with a chart showing how these goals were ranked 
in 2003. Donald said he did not feel one goal was any less important than another and 
questioned the need to rank them. Cliff felt the first bullet, relating to the protection of 
water resources needed to stay at the top of the list because the William Penn 
Foundation provided funding to update the plan for the protection of water resources. 
The Committee agreed. Autumn said that Glenn Schweizer added a new goal, “Engage 
in land stewardship activities.” Cliff suggested the wording, “Promote stewardship 
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activities on preserved land.” Lisa Chammings suggested, “Promote stewardship and 
maintenance activities on preserved lands.”  
 
There was some discussion about woodland management plans. It was questioned 
whether the County could put out a generic bid for forest activities to implement a 
forest management plan and then coordinate and each of the towns could be a sub-
contract. Lisa questioned if a forest stewardship plan can be done on properties that 
are in a ROSI because technically, you cannot generate any income on a ROSI 
property. It was questioned whether the wood could be donated or have the work done 
by a non-profit. Lisa said that perhaps a logging company can come in to cut the wood 
and then leave the wood for the public to take without cost. Autumn said perhaps the 
towns can apply for Open Space Trust Fund grants and then use the money for their 
own maintenance.   
 
Freeholder Vohden said that the Freeholders received Wes Powers’ resignation from the 
Open Space Committee. He talked about representation from the different areas of the 
County. It was noted that the Open Space Committee does not have representation 
from the northern section of the County, the Vernon, Montague, Wantage and 
Sandyston area. Donald asked if the Freeholders would fill the vacancy before the end 
of the year. Freeholder Vohden said, “Yes.”  
  
B. MUNICIPAL MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 
Ms. Davis said today she, Autumn and Cliff met with five towns and that the meetings 
went very well. There was a great turnout from each of the towns and there were 
meaningful discussions. She also said that the towns seemed appreciative that the 
County made the effort to meet with them.  
 
Ms. Davis brought poster-sized copies of the most recent public and preserved lands to 
the meetings and gave one to each town. She said she intends to make some minor 
changes to the map for the next meetings. She will add “Draft” to the map and add the 
location of the municipal building. 
 
The first meeting was with Stanhope Borough and was attended by the Mayor, 
members of the Land Use Board, the Environmental Commission and the borough 
Engineer. Stanhope wants to finish the tri-town trail that they are working on. They 
are also looking for funding to work on a historic site.    
 
The second town they met with was Hopatcong Borough and was attended by the 
Mayor, the Business Administrator, the Open Space Committee and the Land Use 
Board, two members of the Council, the Environmental Commission and their 
Engineer. They talked about opening up lakefront access. Both Stanhope and 
Hopatcong had questions about eligible grants. Ms. Davis recommends that the County 
should either have a one-page FAQs Sheet to be sent out with the County Grant 
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Application or that they have it on their website or that there be an informative 
program. She explained that there is always a change of staff and volunteers.  
 
The third meeting was in Byram Township and was attended by the Planning Board, 
Council, Town Manager, Open Space Committee, the Recreation Director, the 
Environmental Commission and the Recreation Committee. Ms Davis said that Byram 
Township was much more County focused than locally. They are very interested in 
seeing the County being a resource for the towns, providing information and shared 
services. They are also interested in land stewardship projects and contractors for the 
stewardship projects. Byram Township is almost one third preserved and they have a 
very active Open Space Program and active trails initiative. They also talked about how 
to create non-wooded trails.  
 
Ms. Davis said they also met with Green Township which was attended by Lou Caruso, 
a member of the Open Space Committee and the Town Clerk, who is also the 
Administrator. They are very interested in implementing a rail trail, separate from the 
Lackawanna Cut-Off. The Lehigh Hudson Railroad would go from Alamuchy at 
Andover, through Green. 
  
The last meeting was in Andover Borough and it was attended by the Mayor. He talked 
about the Francisco property and the process of preservation. The town is in support of 
open space and the State has acquiring additional property which the town is also 
supportive of.  
 
Ms. Davis said she wanted to go over the next set of meetings. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 27 for Andover Township, Hampton, Stillwater and 
Fredon Townships and the Town of Newton.  There will also be meetings on Thursday, 
October 29 for Walpack, Sandyston, Montague, Wantage and Sussex Borough; 
Tuesday; November 10 for Branchville, Frankford, Lafayette and Sparta; and Thursday; 
and November 12 for Vernon, Hardyston, Hamburg, Franklin and Ogdensburg. There 
was a brief discussion on which Committee members were attending the meetings.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Freeholder Vohden said he was involved with the Open Space Committee since 2003, 
when he was its Chairman. The Freeholders have overruled the Committee on only one 
application, a riparian application. They felt very strongly about spending the County’s 
Open Space money on unbuildable land.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Donald Ploetner. The motion was seconded by Wolfgang Gstattenbauer and carried 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 


