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Sussex County Division of Senior Services
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES

Sparta Senior Center, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

November 5, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Chairperson Tom Caines.  All were welcomed to the meeting.  It was announces that Adele Wines has been appointed to the Advisory Board by the Board of Chosen Freeholders and she was unable to attend the meeting. 

Attendance: Present were: Elsie Allen, Shirley Baldwin, Tom Caines, Ann Farnsworth, Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Kathryn Orr, Elizabeth Ostuni, Robert Panzer, Anna Mae Schurko, Ilse Stein, Diane Friedberg, and Mary Lou Schnurr. 

Excused:  Nancy Hess, Adele Wines, Kimberley Woodhull, Carol Novrit and Susan Zellman.    
Absent:  James Guimes, Joseph Lasendock, Lisa Reidinger, Deena Smith, Jackie Wershing, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Jake Lighten and Alison McHose. 
Guests:  None present
Approval of Minutes:     

The minutes from the September and October meeting were not approved due to a lack of quorum.

Chairpersons Report


The Senior Quality of Life Foundation is considering the idea of using funds for social activities for seniors throughout Sussex County.  The activities may include tickets to cultural activities such as performances at the community college.  Additional information and details will follow when confirmed.
Director’s Report
1. October has been a very busy month for the Division of Senior Services; six peer leaders have been trained for Move Today, another Be Wise Program was conducted for the Newton area, along with an AARP Driving class and a “Keeping Your Mind Sharp Program”.  The Division also participated in the Chamber of Commerce Expo and a Health Fair at the courthouse.  The sessions for Chronic Disease Self Management and a Matter of Balance were also completed.  The Salute to Military Veterans and the Caregiver Expo were both extremely successful and well attended. 

2. Mary Lou Schnurr and Nancy Hess have been selected to speak at the National Council on Aging conference in March on Chronic Disease Self Management.  
3. Several businesses are providing free services to veterans on Veterans Day.  Applebee’s is providing a free entree, Chuck’s Car Wash is providing a free car wash and George Michael’s Salon is giving free haircuts. 

4. Operation Medicine Cabinet will take place on Saturday, November 14 at various locations.  The program will allow individuals the opportunity to dispose of legal unused medications. 
5. The Division of Senior Services and Newton Memorial Hospital will be conducting a Memory Screening Day on Tuesday, November 17 at Liberty towers.  Memory screenings will be conducted and the program “Keeping your Mind Sharp” will be presented.  Appointments are required for the memory screening and registration is requested for the presentation.
Committee Reports

Transportation Liaison – No report.

Housing Committee – No report.  

Disability Committee – Agencies need to be aware of accessibility issues when planning events.

Legislative Committee – Some members of the Legislative Committee attended the Northern Regional Advisory Council Consortium on October 27 in Morris County.  Each county addressed 2-3 legislative issues that impact their counties.  Several of the issues overlap into all counties, but the main issues were the reimbursement rate for Home Health Aides and Casino revenue Funding.  Other issues pertained to passing legislation for Alzheimer’s research with a caregiver support hotline and a Silver Alert Bill, which is similar to the Amber Alert.  Future meetings will follow to explore and research each issue.

Unfinished Business


None

New Business


None

Announcements

1. Anna Mae Schurko thanked Mary Lou for recognizing the cadet nurses at the Salute to Military Veterans.

2. Kathryn Orr announced that the Earth Angels are looking for donations of gift cards, or haircuts that will be delivered to shut-ins during the second week of December.  Any names of shut-ins can be forwarded to Bootsie at bootsie@embarqmail.com
With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned.   

The next meeting of the Advisory Council will be on December 3, 2009 at 8:30 am
Sparta Senior Center – Knoll Heights, Sparta
Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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