
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SUSSEX COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 NOVEMBER 15, 2012 
 
 

The meeting opened at 7:45 p.m. by Chairperson Brodhecker in the Freeholder 
Meeting Room at the Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, 
New Jersey.  The meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as amended.  Notice has been forwarded to the newspapers 
and posted on the bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative 
Center for public announcement. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Jane Brodhecker, Chairperson  
    Lori Day, Vice Chairperson 
    Brian Hautau 

Cece Pattison 
    Peter Southway  
     
 MEMBERS EXCUSED: Jim Hunt 
    Joan Snook Smith 
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  Donna Traylor, CADB Coordinator 

Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
Steve Komar, County Agricultural Agent 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Freeholder Richard Vohden 
    Brian Smith, Esq., SADC 
 
 
Once again the recording equipment failed to record.  Therefore, these Minute were 
prepared from notes and memory. 
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MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
The Minutes of October 15, 2012 were not available. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. AGRICULTURAL LEASES ON NJDEP OWNED LANDS, 10/10/12:  
 
A copy of a letter was received from the SADC regarding agricultural leases on land 
owned and managed by the NJDEP.  The letter advised farmers that the SADC will 
conduct three regional auctions for farm leases on properties managed by the Division 
of Parks and Forestry and the Division of Fish and Wildlife. 
 
Each lease will be for a term of five years, with an option to renew for an additional five 
years.  Leases on land managed by the Division of Fish and Wildlife will require the 
tenant farmer to perform in-kind services in exchange for a reduction in rent.  Leases 
on land managed by the Division of Parks and Forestry will not require in-kind 
services. 
 
The letter provided information on the dates and locations of the auctions.  Pre-
registration is required to bid on a lease.  The deadline for pre-registration is November 
23, 2012. 
 
B. FY 2013 APPROPRIATION REQUEST, SADC, 10/26/12:  
 
A memo was received from the SADC advising that at its September 27 meeting, the 
SADC approved an $83.1 million appropriation request for the FY 2013 program year.  
This request will utilize the remaining $73 million of the 2009 bond funds for farmland 
preservation as well as reprogrammed funding and revenues from resales of fee simple 
properties. 
 
The appropriations request would provide $38.5 million for the County Planning 
Incentive Grant Program; $16.25 million in grants to 31 municipalities under the 
Municipal Planning Incentive Grant Program; $20.6 million for the SADC’s State 
Acquisition Program; and $4 million in grants to 8 nonprofit organizations to preserve 
farmland under the Nonprofit Program.   
 
The appropriation request has been submitted to the Garden State Preservation Trust 
for approval.  Expenditure of the funds is also subject to Legislative approval and the 
Governor’s signing of appropriations bills. 
 
C. CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE:  
 
Information has been received on the 2012 Census of Agriculture.  The Ag. Census is 
taken every five years.  Forms will be mailed to all farmers and ranchers in December.  
Forms should be returned by February 4, 2013.  For Census purposes, a farm is any 
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place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or 
normally would have been sold during 2012. 
 
The results of the Census will be released beginning in February 2013.  Detailed 
reports will be published for all counties, tates and the nation. 
 
D. WEBINAR OFFERINGS, RUTGERS: 
 
Information was received from Rutger’s Cooperative Extension of Cumberland County 
regarding Marketing for Profit: Tools for Success webinar series.  The notice listed the 
webinar titles, speaker, date and time, as well as registration information. 
 
E. ARTICLES OF INTEREST:  
   
There was a very brief discussion about some articles that were recently in the news.   
 
RIGHT TO FARM: 

 
None   
  

AG. AGENT’S REPORT: 

 

Steve Komar reported on some of the projects he is working on. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. AGRITOURISM UPDATE: 
 
There has been no decision on the 2013 Travel and Tourism Cooperative Marketing 
grant at this time. 
 
B. FPP UPDATES (APPRAISALS, SURVEYS, CLOSINGS, POLICIES, LAND 
 CONSERVANCY OF NJ PROJECTS, NJDOT REQUESTS, 2013 PIG SUBMITTAL 
 TO SADC):  
 
Donna is working on the updated County Planning Incentive Grant that must be 
submitted to the SADC by mid-December.  Only five project areas (of the ten) had 
closings in 2012, so that makes it a little easier. 
 
Surveys on 2011 round (Lane, Keyes and Mazza) are in review in Engineering.  Once 
the review is complete, County Counsel can prepare the closing paperwork and submit 
to the SADC. 
 
The SADC certified values on the Green and Klein farms in Fredon Township and an 
offering letter went out to each landowner.  Their decision is due prior to the next 
SCADB meeting.  Both updated appraisals came in approximately 30% lower than the 
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first appraisals that were done almost three years ago.  It is not know whether the 
landowners will accept the new offers. 
 
A letter has been sent to NJDOT advising them of two farms that will be preserved 
through this program that have road frontage on State Highways 23 and 284.  We will 
await a response from NJDOT on whether any additional ROW will be requested. 
A Resolution was presented to the SCADB regarding the project proposed by the Land 
Conservancy of NJ to partner on four farms.  This Board has previously discussed this 
project and has done site visits to each farm.  The farms are Golden View Farm, 
Carriage House Farm and Meadow View Farm – all in Frankford Township – and 
Wintergreen Farm in Lafayette Township.  The Board reviewed the Resolution and a 
motion was then made by Lori Day to approve and seconded by CeCe Pattison.  All 
were in favor.  Once the partnership agreement is reviewed and approved by County 
Counsel, a Resolution will go to the Freeholder Board in order to proceed with this 
project. 
 
C. TENNESSEE GAS PIPELINE UPDATE/PSE&G UPDATE (NOTICE OF 
 APPEARANCE FOR SUSSEX COUNTY:  
 

There has been little movement on Tennessee Gas Pipeline since last month.  Peter and 
CeCe reported briefly on PSE&G relative to their respective farms. 
 
D. OUTSTANDING YOUNG FARMER NOMINATIONS: 
 
The only two names the Board discussed were Tore Andersen and Cully Opilla.  They 
will be contacted as to their interest this year. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A.  SOLAR ENERGY GENERATION ON PRESERVED FARM, APPROVAL OF 
 COMMENTS TO SADC:  
 
The Board reviewed the letter prepared based on their discussion at the October 
meeting.  This is on the draft solar policy presented by the SADC.   
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Peter Southway to approve sending the SCADB’s comments on 
the draft Solar policy to the SADC.  The motion was seconded by Lori Day and carried 
unanimously.   
 
The letter was given to SADC Counsel, Brian Smith, to submit on our behalf by 
tomorrow’s deadline. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Peter Southway.  The motion was seconded by Brian Hautau and carried unanimously. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


