
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

NOVEMBER 14, 2013 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:35 p.m. by Chairman Butz. The meeting was held 
in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough 
    Jeffrey Butz, Chairman, Fredon Township 
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    David Muscalo, Lafayette Township 
    Paul Baldwin, Town of Newton 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    Richard Gottemoller, At-Large  

Joseph Lashendock, At-Large 
    Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large (7:48 p.m.) 
    John Nugent, At-Large 
    Dennis Mudrick, Freeholder Liaison 
     
EXCUSED MEMBERS: Keith Gourlay, Hampton Township 
    Joe Pinzone, Sandyston Township 
    Lisa Chammings, Stillwater Township     
    Denise Webb, Wantage Township 
    Kathy Little, At-Large 
     
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Alice Brees, Principal Planner 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  None 
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MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by David Muscalo to approve the Minutes of October 10, 2013 as 
presented. The motion was seconded by John Nugent. All were in favor, with 
abstentions from Paul Baldwin, Joseph Lashendock and Eleanor Mensonides. Motion 
carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Alice Brees reviewed the correspondence listed on the attached sheet. Paul Baldwin 
answered a question on Correspondence Number Five which was related to the water 
restrictions in Newton. 
 
PLANNER'S REPORT: 
 
Alice Brees reported that in the past month, there was a DEP and County Planners 
meeting in Trenton which will be discussed later in the Agenda.  
 
There was a pre-application meeting for the Martin application with DEP in Trenton. 
Those attending included the applicant, Fredon Twp. Engineer, DEP staff, attorneys 
present representing Fredon and the applicant, and other professionals. Ms. Brees 
said she was able to dial in by conference call. Mr. Martin is trying to move forward 
with the project on Route 94, just south of Newton. They propose to discharge to 
ground water. This is a controversial site and there was a lawsuit involved.  First, 
there has to be an agreement between Mr. Martin and the town on the number of 
residential units and the number of bedrooms for each unit. We will need a Resolution 
of support from the town governing body before the application can be heard by PAC.  
 
There have been a number of discussions regarding Lifecare Mews in Andover 
Township. There were issues with this site when the ground water table rose after the 
quarry stopped pumping. The owner is working with Andover Township to draw a new 
sewer service boundary for that plant and find a new location for disposal beds. 
Andover Township has an existing residential area with small lots and some 
commercial lots along Newton Sparta Road, which could be included in the potential 
sewer service area that the town is interested in creating with the applicant.   
 
Ms. Brees reported that she and Eric Snyder worked on the Build-Out for the 
Wastewater Plan draft. She will discuss this in more detail later in the Agenda. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
A. DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR CHANGES TO WQMP AMENDMENT PROCEDURES: 
 
There was discussion about changes to the Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) 
Amendment Procedures at last month’s PAC meeting. Ms. Brees said Sussex County 
and Morris County Planning staff would like to change the WQMP procedures now 
that Morris County has its own Wastewater Plan. Some proposed changes would also 
align our process with the DEP process. A copy of the draft Resolution was provided to 



MINUTES       Page 
11/14/13 
 
 

 

3

PAC. Once approved by PAC, this Resolution will be on the Freeholder Agenda at their 
first meeting in December. It will then go to DEP for a legal review. There are some 
WMP Amendments coming in Morris County. Once DEP approves the changes, Sussex 
County will not be the lead agency for the four municipalities in Morris County within 
our WQMP area. 
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Eric Powell to approve the Resolution for changes to the Sussex 
County Water Quality Management Plan Amendment Procedures. The motion was 
seconded by Howard Baker. A roll-call vote was taken. All were favor.  
 
B. COUNTY WASTEWATER PLAN – DRAFT: 
 
Alice Brees said there is legislation from January 2012 which will expire in mid- 
January 2014. This legislation allowed only the future sewer service area map to move 
forward and receive approval. In New Jersey, almost every County now has an 
approved future sewer service area map. DEP is saying that after the legislation 
expires, they can only deal with entire County Wastewater Plans; they can’t do site 
specific amendments until the County plan is updated. DEP cannot amend an 
outdated County plan. At the County Planners meeting in Trenton, it sounded like 
even DEP is hopeful that there will be proposed legislation to extend the deadlines 
again. Ms. Brees said North Village in Sparta is trying to be processed thru DEP as a 
site-specific amendment but she believes they are already past the deadline where it 
can be done.  
 
A draft copy of the first section of County Wastewater Plan was sent to PAC. This was 
the document that correlates with the approved future sewer map. The front page 
shows some towns that already have an approved plan. DEP considers the Wastewater 
Plans in Branchville, part of Frankford, and Byram to be current and these towns are 
shown as “current” on the front page. Ms. Brees said this is why these towns are not 
addressed in the plan. She added that Hopatcong will be done separately by the 
Highlands Council because they adopted Plan Conformance with the Highlands. 
Therefore the Hopatcong municipal chapter is not part of this plan, it will be done 
separately.  
 
The first 24 pages, Sections One through Four, contain the Overview, Existing 
Infrastructure, Permit Tables and information on the maps. Ms. Brees said she and 
Eric Snyder have been working with Dave Kunz, the County GIS Manager to update 
some maps which will be posted online. Ms. Brees said she will send PAC the link to 
the website. Section Five deals with the Build-Out Model. Ms. Brees said some 
municipal ordinances will also need to be adopted. 
 
David Muscalo said Lafayette’s Town Center isn’t listed. Ms. Brees said Lafayette was 
looking at the Route 15/Route 94 intersection and there was a developer interested in 
the area; but as far as she knows, Lafayette did not go through the Town Center 
process with the State. John Nugent said the property is still in the sewer service area 
and the town can still develop it in the future. 
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Ms. Brees said she and Eric Snyder put the draft together using the DEP template, so 
a lot of the wording is from DEP. Pages 10 and 11 show the list of Significant Actions. 
It shows which projects will have approval after the plan is approved. Ms. Brees said 
she needs to confirm with DEP that the list is correct. The Martin WMP amendment in 
Hampton, where he would expand the treatment plant, still does not have DEP 
approval. There was some discussion on the Big N plant and the Martin application, 
and what prior PAC comments were on the application. Ms. Brees said she would do 
some research on the status of the Martin application.  
 
C. WATERSHED UPDATES: UPPER DELAWARE, WALLKILL: 
 
There was nothing new to report on the Upper Delaware or the Wallkill Watersheds. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. DEP BUILD-OUT MODEL: 
 
Alice Brees said the DEP Build-Out Model uses some of the base maps that the 
County GIS office is currently updating. She said the County wants the towns to be 
able to see them, so the maps will be posted online. The maps will show preserved 
open space, farms and environmental constraints. The model uses available 
developable land and the existing town zoning to generate the number of potential new 
units for that area. For towns that have more density, the County will need more input 
from the towns to know what the build-out would be for particular zones, especially 
mixed use zones. This will be a computer model but it will produce tables for viewing.  
 
B. APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
 
Chairman Butz said he would like to appoint a Nominating Committee to present 
nominations for the reorganization meeting in January 2014 both for Chairman and 
Vice Chairman. He said this is normally done in December; however he wanted to get 
this committee appointed sooner because he will be leaving PAC. He asked for 
volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee. Jim Landrith and David Muscalo 
volunteered. Chairman Butz asked them to talk about possible candidates and to talk 
to PAC members. He said it was up to them whether they would report back in 
December or wait until January.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Jim Landrith. The motion was seconded by Eleanor Mensonides and carried 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 


