
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING NOTES 
 

NOVEMBER 13, 2014 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. by Chairperson Mensonides. The meeting 
was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough 
    Keith Gourlay, Hampton Township 
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough, Vice Chair 
    Denise Webb, Wantage Township 
    Ernie Hofer, At-Large 
    Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large, Chair 
     
EXCUSED MEMBERS: Carrine Kaufer, Hardyston Township 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    Richard Gottemoller, At-Large  

Kathy Little, At-Large 
     
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Alice Brees, Principal Planner 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 

 
 ALSO PRESENT:  None  
 
 
Due to weather conditions and the doors to the building being accidentally locked, we 
did not have a quorum. 
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MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A quorum was not present; therefore Minutes could not be approved. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Alice Brees reviewed two items of correspondence from Tom Varro, SCMUA: the MUA 
Endorsement Resolution for the Wantage Plaza Wastewater Plan Amendment and 
review of the County’s Draft Wastewater Plan. 
 
PLANNER'S REPORT: 
 
Alice Brees said there was a Strategic Growth Meeting yesterday before the Freeholder 
Meeting. The County website will have a link to a study done at Rutgers. The study 
shows national trends with population changes, market demand for types of housing 
near cities, etc. Eric Snyder may attend the December PAC meeting and will talk more 
about this. Ms. Brees reported that Sussex Borough voted not to sell their water and 
sewer utilities to a private company. All other work this month related to the 
Wastewater Plan.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
A. MUNICIPAL CHAPTERS: 
 
Alice Brees provided PAC with some draft information on the Wastewater Plan. Each 
town, except for Byram and Hopatcong, will have a Municipal Chapter and Municipal 
scale maps in the Plan. (Byram and Hopatcong have Plan Conformance with the 
Highlands.) She sent Green Township’s Municipal Chapter as example to PAC so they 
can see what DEP is looking for. The Municipal Chapter lists the NJDES Permitted 
Facilities in the town, both existing and proposed. Some have an actual permit from 
the State and there are T-1 facilities. T-1 facilities are older facilities which were 
constructed before DEP regulations.  If a T-1 facility wants to expand, they must apply 
for a State NJDES Permit. Ms. Brees said each NJDES permit has a facilities table.  
 
There is also a description of the build-out. Some towns could have all septic systems 
and some may have a combination of sewer service area and septic systems that 
handle wastewater. For the septic areas it compares what the DEP model allows for 
maximum nitrate. Ms. Brees said last month there was some discussion on this topic. 
She said this might be a good section to add some of the disclaimer language saying 
this is not meant to replace judgment of municipal officials about how much growth 
should go into their town.  
 
There is also a table of ordinance adoptions. Originally, as part of the Wastewater 
Plan, DEP would require each town to adopt specific steep slope protection based on 
DEP definition of “20% slopes or greater,” ordinance regulating riparian zones, etc. 
DEP has backed away from this. Now it shows that the Stormwater Management 
Ordinances were adopted. All of the towns adopted this ordinance in 2006. Ms. Brees 
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said as she has more of the plan completed, she will e-mail them to the PAC members 
and to town administrators and engineers for their input. 
 
B. COUNTY WMP DRAFT, FACILITIES TABLES, APPENDICES: 
 
Ms. Brees said following last month’s discussion on build-out, she added some 
language in the draft to put the build-out numbers in perspective. Howard Baker 
asked if there was a way to get error estimates on the table itself. Ms. Brees said the 
DEP staff person who worked on this is gone. Mr. Baker said he is concerned that 
there is a disconnect between the table itself and the qualifying language in the text of 
the plan. Anyone looking at the plan could think they are down to the individual unit. 
He said there should be a ± X% so they could see the error estimates. Ms. Brees said 
she thought DEP said 10% is their estimate for range of error.  
 
There will be a Facilities Table for every NJPDES Permit. For regional facilities, like the 
SCMUA and MSA, DEP is looking for current flow numbers for each town, and broken 
down by types of uses, residential or commercial uses. Tom Varro wants to discuss 
this with DEP, since the SCMUA flow numbers do not have those details. Ms. Brees 
said she spoke with someone at DEP and he said they will have to estimate how much 
flow is for residential and how much is for commercial uses. She is not comfortable 
doing that.  The same is true with the category,” Population Served.”    
 
C. WATERSHED UPDATES: UPPER DELAWARE, WALLKILL: 
 
There were no watershed updates available. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 


