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Sussex County Division of Senior Services
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES

Sparta Senior Center, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

    December 3, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 8:40 am by Mary Lou Schnurr.  All were welcomed to the meeting and thanked for being flexible with time location change.  Jessica McGovern was introduced and welcomed as a guest, she is a intern at the Sussex County Homestead and attends the College of Saint Elizabeth.

Attendance: Present were: Elsie Allen, Shirley Baldwin, Tom Caines, Nancy Hess, Joseph Lasendock, Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Kathryn Orr, Elizabeth Ostuni, Robert Panzer, Lisa Reidinger, Anna Mae Schurko, Ilse Stein, Kimberley Woodhull, Diane Friedberg, and Mary Lou Schnurr. 

Excused:  Ann Farnsworth, Deena Smith, Adele Wines, and Susan Zellman.    
Absent:  James Guimes, Jackie Wershing, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Jake Lighten, Alison McHose and Carol Novrit. 
Guest(s):  Jessica McGovern
Approval of Minutes:     

The minutes from the September meeting were approved with a motion from Kimberley Woodhull and seconded by Ilse Stein.  All were in favor.

The minutes from the October meeting were approved with a motion from Kimberley Woodhull and seconded by Shirley Baldwin.  All were in favor.

The minutes from the November meeting were approved with a motion from Shirley Baldwin and seconded by Anna Mae Schurko.  All were in favor.

Chairpersons Report


Chairperson Tom Caines inquired about any possible impact that the change in leadership at the State level could have at the local level and within the Division of Senior Services.  It was reported that the true impact is not known at this time.  The Division of Senior Services and the County will continue their day-to-day business as usual.
Director’s Report
1. Mary Lou Schnurr thanked everyone for their dedication and support to Senior Services, especially to Anna Mae Schurko who will not be renewing her term to the Advisory Board.
2. Plans are underway for 2010. The Division of Senior Services will be transiting to an ADRC (Aging & Disability Resource Center).  The Social Assistance Management System (SAMS) software implementation will be moving forward.  Health Promotion initiatives will remain a priority.

3. The 2010 schedule of Advisory meetings was distributed, along with the dates and locations of any major events.  The events will take place at different locations throughout the County in order to reach seniors in various geographic locations.

Committee Reports

Transportation Liaison – Plans are underway to open a park & ride at the Franklin Wal-mart.  To date in 2009 Skylands Ride has provided over 111,000 rides.  They are also waiting for delivery of a 12 and 18 seat buses sometime in 2010.

Housing Committee – A private developer has been secured for Abelour in Newton and the units are expected not to be affordable.  If the deal fails, the plan for Newton Housing Authority will be considered. 

Housing Partnership in Morris County will be conducting various programs including lunch and learns in the Sussex County area.

Knoll Heights is considering renovations that would include a new 40 unit building that would include a new senior center, office and an indoor pool.

Disability Committee – An overview of DAWN a Center for Independent Living was provided.  The impact and results from the counties that have become an ADRC county was also provided.  DAWN is now a Medicaid approved agency.  The plans for 2010 include opening a satellite office in Sussex and Warren Counties to better service those areas and to incorporate Sussex County into the ADRC process.

Legislative Committee – No report.

Unfinished Business


Mental Health Awareness and Sensitivity conference for professionals and workers in the aging network is being planned for March or April.  Once the details and plans are confirmed the event will be marketed.

New Business


A discussion ensued about an accident that occurred at the Caregiver Expo in November with one of the volunteers for the Advisory Board.  A letter will be sent to the site of the event to advise them of the same.   
Announcements

1. Anna Mae Schurko wished everyone happy holidays as she departs from the Advisory Board.

2. Kathryn Orr announced that the Earth Angels are looking for donations of gift cards, or haircuts through 12/4 that will be delivered to shut-ins during the second week of December.  

3. Shirley Baldwin announced that the Senior Quality of life Foundation has started Art Classes in Vernon.

With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned.   

The next meeting of the Advisory Council will be on January 7, 2010 at 9:00 am
Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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