
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

DECEMBER 11, 2012 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:33 p.m. by Chairman Landrith.  The meeting was 
held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough, Chairman 
    Jason Doyle, Franklin Borough 
    Dennis Haff, Fredon Township 
    Allan Esenlohr, Green Township 
    Karen Hansen, Hampton Township 
    Robert Schultz , Hardyston Township   
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    Stephanie Pizzulo, Lafayette Township 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    Richard Fenimore, At-Large 
    Richard Vohden, Freeholder Liaison 
 
EXCUSED MEMBERS: William Koellhoffer, Byram Township 
    Gary Larson, Frankford Township 
    Robert Sturges, Montague Township 
    Ken Jaekel, Town of Newton 
    Jo-Ann Williamson, Sandyston Township 

Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large, Vice Chair 
     
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Eric Snyder, Planning Director 
    Neal Leitner, Program Manager 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
    Maureen Theese, Health Department 
    Reenee Casapulla, Recycling Coordinator 
    Tom Varro, SCMUA 
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 ALSO PRESENT:  Miles Kuperus, Farmside Landscape and Design 
    Frank Florio, Waste 2 Water 
    Mark Florio, Waste 2 Water 
 
MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Dennis Haff to approve the Minutes of November 13, 2012 as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Karen Hansen.  All were in favor, with 
abstentions from Jason Doyle, Dennis Haff, Karen Hansen, Robert Schultz and Eric 
Powell.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS: 
 
Chairman Landrith said this evening we have two presenters under New Business.  
The representatives for Item B are here; the representatives for Item A are not.  He 
asked to amend the Agenda to New Business, B.  A motion was made by Karen 
Hansen to amend the Agenda to New Business B.  The motion was seconded by Eric 
Powell and carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
B. PRESENTATION:  FARMSIDE LANDSCAPE & DESIGN REQUEST FOR SWMP 
 INCLUSION: 
 
Miles Kuperus from Farmside Landscape and Design said he has been in the 
landscaping business for over 25 years.  They have a compost operation, bringing in a 
couple of thousand yards of compost a year.  They were cited early this spring and 
were told they need to be working under composting rules.  Mr. Kuperus said he and 
Neal Leitner have been working with the County Health Department and that he has a 
Resolution from Wantage Township stating that his land is suitable for composting 
use.  Mr. Kuperus said he wants to take the compost from his operations and reuse it 
as topsoil.  In order for him to be compliant with DEP regulations, he is requesting to 
be classified as a compositing operation generating 10,000 cubic yards or less of 
material per year.  He does not intend to grow it beyond his own usage; but in order to 
mix their lawn clippings in, they must be an operation that generates 10,000 yards or 
less of material of which 10% can be grass/lawn clippings.  
 
Eric Snyder said the inclusion of Farmside was made necessary by percentages in DEP 
Rules.  Farmside Landscape and Design needs to be made part of the Solid Waste 
Management Plan.   
 
When asked about the hours of operation, Mr. Kuperus said they operate from 7:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  When asked if they would be open to the 
public, Mr. Kuperus said they would take no more than 10,000 cubic yards of 
material.  They will use their own yardage first but will be able to take more capacity 
to reach the 10,000 yards.  He gave an example of using Jess’ Tree Service as an 
outside entity that could bring in the necessary chips to help them blend down.  He 
said it is their intention to simply run their own landscaping business.     
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MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Schultz to direct Staff to prepare a Resolution 
recommending the inclusion of Farmside Landscape and Design in the Sussex County 
Solid Waste Management Plan.  The motion was seconded by Karen Hansen.  A roll- 
call vote was taken.  All were in favor with an abstention from Howard Baker.  Motion 
carried. 
 
A. PRESENTATION:  FOOD 2 WATER: 
 
Frank Florio said he and his brother Mark Florio have a Green Technology company 
that liquefies food waste into water.  The service is geared toward hotels, restaurants, 
hospitals, nursing homes --- any food establishment that has a large quantity of food 
to dispose of.  They have five different size machines that can process from 250 to 
1,000 lbs. of food waste per day.  Since this food waste is not going to the landfill, the 
customer saves approximately 70% of their hauling fees.  The water that is created 
from the liquefied food can be disposed into the water or sewer system.   
 
Mark Florio said testing has been done on the effluent numerous times at different 
locations and that it has always tested well below DEP compliance levels.  Currently, 
the technology is used by numerous clients in the private and public sectors.  Aside 
from saving on users’ hauling fees, the use of this technology also makes a critical 
impact on the environment.  The use of one machine is equivalent to planting 
approximately 100 trees and removing about 43 cars from the roads per year.   He 
referred SWAC to their website: food2water.com for testimonials, videos, etc.  He said 
there is high interest in this technology on a local, Statewide, National and global level.    
 
Frank Florio said since these machines are operated indoors, places like supermarkets 
do not have to store their food waste outdoors; therefore they have solved their 
problems with rodents.  He said their machines are in use in BJ’s, Whole Foods and 
other major supermarkets.  They are the only non-food member of the NJ Food 
Council.  They are also on the NY State DEC.   
 
When asked about the size of the machines, Mark Florio said there are five different 
sized machines.  They range from capacities of 250 lbs. up to about 1,200 lbs. of food 
waste per day.  Frank Florio said the small machine is about the size of a dishwasher 
and the larger machine is about the size of two dishwashers put together.  He added 
that they have a Service Department that operates 24/7 and electricians and 
plumbers for installations.  They also work with a finance company which provides 
attractive interest rates.  Customers can either purchase the machine outright or 
finance it through them for 60 months.   
 
When asked where in New Jersey their machines are in use, Frank Florio said their 
machines are in Beth Israel Hospital in Newark; Cedar Crest Nursing Home in 
Pompton Plains; Lorenzo’s Food in Englewood; Bergen Community College and 
Hackensack University, to name a few.  He added that all colleges and universities 
receive a 40% rebate.  Over a period of eight months, they have approximately 10 
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machines in use and that by the end of this week; they will be in installed in a few 
different states.   
 
Mark Florio talked about the process of their systems.  He said organic enzymes break 
down the food particles and turn it into water.  The process is fairly simple.  There are 
paddles inside the machine that move very slowly and agitate the food.  A cold water 
line is connected to the machine.  Once it hits a certain temperature and comes in 
contact with the enzymes, the food is broken down.  This happens in less than 24 
hours.  The machine processes everything from produce to steak bones.  When asked 
if the effluent can be disposed of in a septic system, Mr. Florio said yes and that it 
helps the septic system as well.  The effluent is grey water.  BOD levels have been 
tested and are well below DEP compliance levels.   
 
Costs for the micro-organisms are about $1,000 per year.  Currently, they are in a 
promotional stage and are not charging for this.  They have a service charge ranging 
from $1,000-$1,200 per year.  The cost for a small machine is $20,000-$25,000; a 
large machine $45,000-$50,000.  A small machine financed for five years will cost 
about $500.00 per month.  He reminded SWAC that there will be a $1,000 savings in 
hauling fees and that the machine pays for itself in about 18 months.   
 
A member asked about situations where non-food items get into the machine.  Mark 
Florio said if a glass, can, plate, etc. gets into the machine it does not slow down or 
stops the function of the machine.  If anything needs to be taken out the machine, it is 
removed by their service department.  He added that even this is not an emergency 
and that it could wait until the quarterly check.   
 
Mark Florio said the machines are designed to be used on an on-going basis all day 
long.  If you were dump 250 lbs. into the machine at once, within less than 24 hours 
that full amount will be broken down.  As the day goes on the machine can be opened 
and more food waste put into the machine.  Small porous items, such as a napkin or 
doily will be processed with the food.  Timers can also be put on the machine for 
facilities that do not operate on weekends.  He also said that turning the machine off 
for longer periods of time, such as a school during summer break, does not pose a 
problem.  The machine uses a minimal amount of electricity.  It does not require 
licensing from DEP.  When asked about the machine’s capability of handling grease, 
Mr. Florio said the machine can handle fats and grease but you wouldn’t want to load 
the machine up with grease alone.  They also provide customers with professional 
training. 
 
Frank Florio said 90% of the customers who have seen the machine have purchased 
it.  He invited anyone who is interested to come to look at the machine. 
 
C. APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 2013 REORGANIZATION: 
 
Chairman Landrith appointed Jason Doyle and Howard Baker to a Nominating 
Committee for the 2013 Reorganization.  Anyone wishing to be nominated for the 
positions of Chairman and Vice Chairman should speak to Mr. Doyle or Mr. Baker.   
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D. APPROVAL OF MEETING DATES FOR 2013: 
 
SWAC members were provided with a Resolution of Meeting Dates for 2013.  Neal 
Leitner said a meeting date for February was not selected because it falls on a holiday.  
If in January, it is determined that a February meeting is necessary, a date can be 
selected. 
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Schultz to approve the Resolution of Meeting Dates for 
2013 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Jason Doyle.  A roll-call vote was 
taken, all were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
REPORTS: 
 
A. SCMUA UPDATE: 
 
Tom Varro said the MUA ended Fiscal Year 2012 with a total of 102,229 tons 
collected.  This is a decrease of 5.8% compared to FY 2011.  He provided a chart which 
showed the breakdown of ID 10 (Household Solid Waste) monthly tonnage for 
December 2009 through November for 2010, 2011 and 2012.  From 2010 to 2011 
there was a 9.8% increase.  This was due to flow control and enforcement.  From 2011 
to 2012, there was a drop off of 5.7%.  It is unknown what caused the tonnage 
decrease.   
 
For ID 13, the monthly tonnage for 2010, 2011 and 2012, showed an increase from 
2010 to 2011 of 4.3%.  From 2011 to 2012, there was a decrease of 14.8%.  They 
ended with a total of 7,382 tons, which is less than the 2010 annual total.   
 
The last page of the chart showed ID 10 at -5.7%, ID 13 was -14.8%.  ID 13 is the 
Residential CC Bulky at RCC.  This was off by about 5%.  The only increase was in 
ID 13 Construction and Demolition debris, which was up 9.9 this current year.  In 
looking at ID 10 and ID 13 to see the impact to SCMUA, the lost tonnage multiplied by 
each of their rates per ton, results in a loss tonnage revenue impact of $561,228.00.   
 
B. RECYCLING COORDINATOR: 
 
Renee Casapulla said the “SCMUA 2011 Annual Recycling Report” was listed on the 
Agenda as the “Sussex County Recycling Report.”  She said the delay in the report was 
due to a number of factors.  This report has been reformatted to make it easier to 
understand and it is posted on their website.  These figures are for 2011 and do not 
represent all the recycling efforts within the County.  The combined efforts of the 
tonnage that they were able to divert from the landfill saved over one and a half 
months of landfill space.   
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In 2011, the total tonnage of material diverted from the landfill was 12,829 tons, 
comprised of various classes of materials.  For Class A, the marketed materials 
generated $448,150.00 in revenue and that revenue was used to offset landfill 
operation costs.  The SCMUA accepts material from small and large quantity 
generators.  There was an increase of 8.8% for comingled tonnage in 2011.  They 
expanded their recycling program for comingled containers in Sussex County and at 
the MUA in 2011 to include gable top cartons and aseptic containers.  There was a 
slight decrease of 1.1% for mixed fiber.  Since the MUA segregates the material 
streams, they are able to get a premium from the markets for the material. 
 
Class B recycling materials are non-traditional materials and include household 
appliances, ferrous and non-ferrous metal, tires, propane tanks and clean wood.  
There was a slight decrease in 2011 for the overall tonnage for Class B materials.  
Though the metal prices for the ferrous remained consistently high through the year, 
the domestic markets for steel were not strong.  The market demand for the non-
ferrous metals, which are copper and aluminum, has remained high and will show a 
good increase in 2011, compared to 2010.  Ms. Casapulla said they have been taking 
the scrap metal and doing an extra sorting process at the end of every workday.  This 
allows them to divert a higher quality of material and get a better value for the 
material.  In 2011, the MUA collected about 109 tons of waste tires.  This is usually 
about 100 tires per ton, so over 10,900 tires were diverted from the land fill.  Over 81 
tons of appliances and air conditioning units were collected in 2011.  They collected 
approximately 7 tons of propane tanks, about 700 tanks.  Clean wood includes wood 
pallets and unpainted fencing.  The higher numbers in 2011 were due to additional 
sorting by staff in assisting residents at the disposal areas.  In 2011, the MUA started 
collecting a new material, mixed rigid plastic.  This has been a very successful 
program.  In October they collected 17 loads of this plastic.  Year to date in 2012, they 
collected over 88 tons.      
 
Class C is vegetative waste: leaves, grass, brush, tree parts and stumps.  The MUA has 
a Class C vegetative processing area.  In 2011, they collected 2,179 tons of brush and 
stumps and 586 tons of leaves and grass clippings.  The leaves and grass tonnage was 
up 9.9% in 2011 and the brush and stumps were down by about 19.5-20%.  They feel 
this may have been the result of a mild winter in 2011.  In 2011, the MUA generated 
$128,000.00 in revenues for the disposal fees that are charged for the large quantities 
of the material and also the sale of the mulch and compost that is produced from the 
material. 
 
Class D recyclables are the materials that are hazardous: automotive batteries, 
household batteries, used motor oil, antifreeze, consumer electronics and textiles.  
There was a slight decrease for automotive batteries, waste oil and antifreeze.  They do 
not have an explanation for the decrease.   
 
Ms. Casapulla said E-Waste had an increase of 25.3% in 2011.  This was the result of 
NJ laws that went into effect January 2011 requiring that certain electronics be 
exempt from being landfilled.   
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A date has been set up for the Annual Earth Day program.  The MUS also has a 
monthly paper shredding program; a fluorescent lamp collection program; a 
rechargeable battery collection program; a boat shrink wrap collection both on site 
and at a few locations within the County; and a monthly medical waste collection 
program.  She will have the 2013 dates available for the January SWAC meeting.  The 
schedule will be sent to the Municipal Recycling Coordinators as soon as they are 
finalized. 
 
Ms. Casapulla gave some statistics on the number of people who come into the MUA.  
In 2011, the total figure for vehicle traffic was 267,801.  This translates to a monthly 
average of over 22,000 vehicles.  The figures were taken from “transactions” and 
therefore do not include the recycling center.  She attributed the success of the 
recycling programs to the support of the Sussex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, 
the Sussex County MUA Board of Commissioners, the Municipal Officials and the 
participation of the public.  She anticipates having statistics for 2012 available in early 
spring. 
 
C. STATE LIAISON: 
 
The State Liaison did not attend this evening’s meeting, nor did he send a report. 
 
D. SWAGER REPORT: 
 
Allan Esenlohr expressed some concerns regarding SWAGER.  He said it is very 
irritating to get an e-mail at 3:00 p.m. advising that the meeting has been cancelled.  
He isn’t always at his computer and once waited outside the building in the cold for a 
meeting that was cancelled.  A member said that, with the plan to increase the slope of 
the landfill and the fourth cell, they’ve extended the landfill life and SWAGER doesn’t 
have much to do.  Eric Snyder said they still must keep an ear out for new technology.  
However, given there is not much for SWAGER to do at the present time, they may 
want to discontinue the SWAGER meetings until further notice.   
 
MOTION: 

 

A motion was made by Allan Esenlohr to suspend SWAGER meetings until future 
notice.  The motion was seconded by Howard Baker and carried unanimously.   
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: 
 
A. ERIC SNYDER: 
 
Mr. Snyder did not have a report this evening. 
 
B. HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 
 
Maureen Theese reported that there were 48 garbage truck investigations and 290 
containers inspected since January 1.  All Class A, B and C facilities have been 
inspected, with the exception of SCMUA, which will be done this Thursday.  When 
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asked if there were any violations, Ms. Theese said in terms of the containers and 
truck investigations, nothing is outstanding.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. SCMUA RECYCLING REPORT: 
B. LETTER TO BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS RE: LANDFILL EXPANSION: 
C. GRINNELL FIGURES – OCTOBER 2012: 
D. GRINNELL LETTER: 
E. DEP NOTICE: 
F. EQ NORTHEAST: 
G. SCMUA MONTHLY REPORT: 
H. UPDATE ON SWMP AMENDMENT FOR BACK THRU THE FUTURE: 
 
Neal Leitner discussed the above-listed correspondence. 
 
Tom Varro said the letter to the Freeholders was dated but unsigned.  He questioned if 
the letter was sent.  Eric Snyder said he has a signed copy of the letter, which was 
hand-delivered.  Mr. Varro asked for a signed copy of the letter.   
 
Renee Casapulla said the SCMUA Monthly Report used to be worded differently.  It is 
not SCMUA’s Monthly Report.  It is a report that is done by the County.  It used to be 
called the Monthly Revenue and Appropriations Report.  She said this should be 
clarified on the Agenda. Mr. Snyder stated that this would be done in the future. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by             
Howard Baker.  The motion was seconded by Karen Hansen and carried unanimously.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
 


