
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

DECEMBER 12, 2013 
 

 The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Butz. The meeting was held 
in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 of 1975, as 
amended, and notice has been forwarded to the newspapers and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained at the Sussex County Administrative Center for public 
announcement. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Landrith, Andover Borough 
    Jeffrey Butz, Chairman, Fredon Township 
    Keith Gourlay, Hampton Township 
    Carrine Kaufer, Hardyston Township 
    Howard Baker, Hopatcong Borough 
    Paul Baldwin, Town of Newton 
    Joe Pinzone, Sandyston Township 
    Lisa Chammings, Stillwater Township 
    Denise Webb, Wantage Township 
    Eleanor Mensonides, At-Large, Vice Chair 
    John Nugent, At-Large 
     
EXCUSED MEMBERS: David Muscalo, Lafayette Township 
    Eric Powell, Sparta Township 
    Richard Gottemoller, At-Large 
    Kathy Little, At-Large 
 
 STAFF MEMBERS:  Alice Brees, Principal Planner 
    Antoinette Wasiewicz, Recording Secretary 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  George Ryels, Fredon Township  
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MINUTES CORRECTION/APPROVAL: 
 
Under “Attendance” Jeffrey Butz’ title will be corrected from “Vice Chairman” to 
“Chairman.” A motion was made by Eleanor Mensonides to approve the Minutes of 
November 14, 2013 as corrected. The motion was seconded by Keith Gourlay.  All were 
in favor, with abstentions from Keith Gourlay, Carrine Kaufer, Joe Pinzone, Lisa 
Chammings and Denise Webb. Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Alice Brees reviewed the correspondence listed on the attached sheet and answered 
questions on Correspondence Numbers Two, Four and Eight. 
 
PLANNER'S REPORT: 
 
Alice Brees reported that her work for PAC this month focused mainly on the 
Wastewater Plan draft, and the DEP Build-Out Model. She will discuss this in more 
detail later in the Agenda. 
 
Ms. Brees also said she looked into the questions raised at the last meeting regarding 
the Martin application in Hampton. The Resolution from 2007 said the original 
application had been for the commercial development on the Shopping Center and 
then for proposed townhouses along the property on Route 519. That total wastewater 
amount was 195,000 gallons. The applicant revised the plan to only include the 
commercial development, due to the water supply issue. The applicant provided 
information to DEP and they reviewed the pump tests using eight existing wells for the 
commercial development and determined there was adequate water supply for 
102,000 gallons.  The issue of water supply looks like it was resolved with DEP for the 
smaller development.  
 
John Nugent asked if the correspondence saying the water supply was adequate came 
from the applicant or DEP. Ms. Brees said she thought there was something in the 
correspondence from DEP and that she will look through the file again.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
A. DEP BUILD-OUT MODEL AND MUNICIPAL CHAPTERS FOR COUNTY WMP: 
 
Ms. Brees said she was hoping to have more information for PAC this evening but 
Planning is still trying to get the DEP Build-out Model running on the computer. Also, 
Eric Snyder said there is proposed State legislation to extend the deadline of January 
17, 2014 for two years. This would allow site-specific amendments to be processed by 
DEP. 
 
Ms. Brees said the trickiest part of the build-out is coming up with the numbers for 
the zones for sewer areas that have density, especially with mixed use. Once the model 
is working, they will have initial results and will be able to provide that information to 
the towns for feedback.   
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B. WATERSHED UPDATES: UPPER DELAWARE, WALLKILL: 
 
There was nothing new to report for the Upper Delaware or Wallkill Watersheds. 
 
Jim Landrith said he and David Muscalo are on the Nominating Committee and that 
anyone who is interested in the position of either Chairman or Vice Chairman for PAC, 
they should contact either one of them. Reorganization will be done at the January 
meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. DEP MODEL ORDINANCES FOR COUNTY WMP: STEEP SLOPE PROTECTION, 
 RIPARIAN CORRIDOR PROTECTION, WATER CONSERVATION IN HIGHLANDS:  
 
Alice Brees said Eric Snyder sent out a memo to the towns regarding this issue. DEP 
is adding things they want to see adopted on to the Wastewater Plan as requirements 
to getting the plan approved. She said she sent out the model ordinance for Steep 
Slope Protection from the DEP website. Since then, they also received a copy of 
Frenchtown Borough’s adopted ordinance. Many towns already have environmental 
constraints for development applications where slopes are regulated but it is usually 
broken out 15-25% and then 25% or more. DEP is being strict by saying that any 
slopes greater than 20% cannot be disturbed. The same is true with the Riparian 
Corridor. In the Highlands, there is also a Water Conservation ordinance required for 
municipalities. Ms. Brees said at one of the PAC meetings in 2014, she will invite staff 
from the Highlands Council to describe this in more detail. Eric Snyder will speak to 
PAC at the January meeting.  
 
Ms. Brees said some counties are getting to the point where they have submitted the 
complete Wastewater Plans. In Mercer County, only Lawrence Township has adopted a 
Steep Slope ordinance and a Riparian Corridor. DEP approved the County Wastewater 
Plan but said in the future they would be working with the towns to finalize required 
ordinance adoptions. Ms. Mensonides suggested that DEP staff attend a PAC meeting 
to discuss this issue.  
  
B. CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION: 
 
Alice Brees presented Chairman Jeffrey Butz with a Certificate extending heartfelt 
thanks for 21 years of volunteer service to the County with near perfect attendance 
during his tenure, serving to protect water resources for the residents of Sussex 
County and providing leadership as Chairman.  
 
Jeffrey Butz said he has enjoyed being a volunteer for PAC and that he is impressed 
with the fact that Sussex County has a Water Quality Board because not all counties 
in New Jersey do. He is very happy that there is the interest and determination to take 
charge of water quality in Sussex County. He thanked the PAC members.  
 
Ms. Brees also said that Mr. Butz received a Certificate from the Freeholders 
yesterday. PAC members said they will miss him and wished him well.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
All business having been completed, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Eleanor Mensonides. The motion was seconded by Howard Baker and carried 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 


