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Sussex County Division of Senior Services

ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES

Silver Café, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

        February 5, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:10 am by Diane Friedberg from the Division of Senior Services and everyone was welcomed.  

Attendance: Present were: Elsie Allen, Shirley Baldwin, James Guimes, Nancy Hess, Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Robert Panzer, Kathryn Orr, Elizabeth Ostuni, Lisa Reidinger, Deena Smith, Kimberley Woodhull, Diane Friedberg, Carol Novrit, and Susan Zellman. 

Excused:  Stephen Bocskocsky, Tom Caines, Ann Farnsworth, Ilse Stein, Nancy Fitzgibbons, Alison McHose and Mary Lou Schnurr.   
Absent: Anna Mae Schurko, Jackie Wershing, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz and Jake Lighten. 

Guest(s):  No guests were present. 

Approval of Minutes:     

Due to a lack of quorum at the January meeting a motion was made by Shirley Baldwin and seconded by Kathryn Orr to approve the minutes from the December.  All were in favor with no abstentions. 

After a correction to the January minutes to show Lisa Reidinger as present a motion was made by Kimberley Woodhull and seconded by Nancy Hess to approve the minutes.  All were in favor with two abstentions.  

Chairpersons Report


No report due to the absence of the chairperson. 
Director’s Report
1. The Senior Services Needs Assessment is in progress.  We are asking that members take copies of the survey to share with friends, relatives, colleagues, club members, church members, etc. 
2. 2009 Project Healthy Living Kickoff – Feb 25. –Farmstead 9:30 a.m. to Noon.  We are very excited to report that the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Senior 

3. Services, Heather Howard will be joining us for this special event.  Pre-registration is required for this   FREE event that includes a full breakfast buffet.   Please help us spread the word about this very important program.  Flyers are available.  We hope you will join us.   

4. Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program is in progress.  Volunteers are scheduled throughout the County. Appointments can be made by calling our office.

5. A  Matter of Balance – Mary Lou and Diane have been trained as Master Trainers for this program for those who are concerned with falling.  We will be facilitating a group and then training volunteer coaches to facilitate groups.

6. Change in Meeting Location - Our meetings need to be moved to another location due to the fact that Tri Co is now charging to use their facility.  Approval has been granted to use the Silver Café in Knoll Heights; therefore all future meetings will take place at that location at 9 am.  The location for the Public Hearing still needs to be determined. 

Committee Reports

Minority Advocate Committee – Elsie Allen reported that a Filipino group meets the first Friday of the month at the Rev Brown School.  Elsie will follow up with the group to find out more details and explore options for outreach. 
Unfinished Business

     
Due to Tom Caines absence the committees from the January meeting were summarized and confirmed. The committees will include the committees of Outreach, Housing Advocacy, Legislative, Consumer Committee (includes Baby Boomers Committee), Disabilities Advocacy, Minority Advocacy, and Transportation Advocacy.  The chairpersons for most committees were 

determined and a sign-up list was distributed for members to sign up for the established committees.  The Consumer Committee will determine a brief description of its purpose and present it at the next meeting.  Carol Novrit will contact a possible member for the Transportation Advocacy Committee.  
New Business

Sussex County Transit will be applying for a New Freedom Grant which is very competitive.  The funding will establish bus routes to the Mount Arlington train station from Sussex County.  Several Letters of Support will be needed for the application, not only from the Advisory Board, but from the Division of Senior Services.  A motion was made by Nancy Hess and seconded by Shirley Baldwin to write a Letter of Support on behalf of the Advisory Board.  All were of favor of the letter with no abstentions.   
Announcements

None

With no further business to report a motion was made by Kimberley Woodhull and seconded by Shirley Baldwin to adjourn the meeting. 

The next meeting will be March 5, 2009  

Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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