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Sussex County Division of Senior Services

ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES

Silver Café, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

      March 5, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am by Mary Lou Schnurr, Director of the Division of Senior Services and everyone was welcomed.  

Attendance: Present were: Shirley Baldwin, Tom Caines, James Guimes, Nancy Hess, Karen Magill, Robert Panzer, Elizabeth Ostuni, Anna Mae Schurko, Deena Smith, Kimberley Woodhull, Diane Friedberg, Mary Lou Schnurr, and Susan Zellman. 

Excused:  Elsie Allen, Ann Farnsworth, Anne Nedelka, Kathryn Orr, Lisa Reidinger, Ilse Stein, Nancy Fitzgibbons, Alison McHose and Carol Novrit.   
Absent: Stephen Bocskocsky, Jackie Wershing, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz and Jake Lighten. 

Guest(s):  No guests were present. 

Approval of Minutes:     

Due to a lack of quorum the minutes from the February meeting could not be approved.

Chairpersons Report


No report.   
Director’s Report
1. The Division of Senior Services has developed a new brochure that is being distributed to various groups and senior clubs throughout the County.  Contact the Division of Senior Services if you need brochures to distribute.  
2. 2009 Project Healthy Living Kickoff – On February 25 was very successful.  The name of this initiative has been changed to “Take Control of your Health.”  The Division of Senior Services is also sponsoring and collaborating on several other Evidence Based Programs. 

3. Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program is still in progress.  Volunteers are scheduled throughout the County. Appointments can be made by calling our office.  Channel 10, Skylands Weekly will air a segment on VITA next week.

4. FREE Yoga classes have begun at all four nutrition sites on a trail basis.  Class size is limited for seniors who attend the nutrition sites. 

5. Money Smart Week will take place the week of April 17-23.  A senior program entitled “Savings for Seniors” will take place on April 20 at the Main Library in Frankford. 
6. Older Americans Day will be held on May 15 at Selective Insurance.  The program for the day is almost finalized.

7. The Game of Life will be held on April 29 at Sussex Tech to educate and to inform students of the services available for Human Services throughout the County.  Senior Services will participate.

8. The Sussex County Chamber of Commerce will hold its Spring Expo on April 25.  A special section on Wellness will be held in the McNeice Auditorium. The Division of Senior Services will participate.  

Committee Reports

Minority Advocacy Committee – Liz Ostuni attended the Filipino group meeting at the Rev Brown School.  At this time many of the families appeared to be younger and no older clients were present.  This committee will function as a sub-committee of the Marketing Committee.

Housing Committee – Newton Housing Authority is exploring some possible housing options in the Newton area.

Outreach Committee – The committee would like to get the word out to all banks and businesses on the services offered by the Division of Senior Services.  A suggestion was made for lunch & learns at the banks.  It was decided to change the name of the Outreach Committee to Marketing Committee.  

Consumer Committee – The Needs Assessment for the Division of Senior Services is currently in progress.  The Disabilities Advocate functions under this committee. 

Unfinished Business

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the purpose of each committee and the purpose of the committees.  Committees will report on a variety of issues that pertain to the committee and will follow-up with action if necessary.  It was requested that each committee chair write a paragraph and a description on their respective committees.  The paragraph will clarify the purpose and intent of each committee.
New Business

1. Knoll Properties will be managing 10 COAH apartments in Wantage Township.

2. A discussion ensued regarding the selection of vendors for the various events sponsored by the Division of Senior Services.  It was suggested that Senior Services use an application process for all potential new vendors.  The potential new vendors would be reviewed with the assistance of the Advisory Board to determine appropriateness.

Announcements

None

With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned without a motion due to a lack of a quorum. 

The next meeting will be April 2, 2009  

Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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