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Sussex County Division of Senior Services
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES

Silver Cafe, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

      March 4, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Mary Lou Schnurr.  All were welcomed to the meeting with a special welcome for new board member Nancy Heslin Reading.    The meeting was turned over to chairperson Tom Caines when he arrived.   

Attendance: Present were:, Elsie Allen, Shirley Baldwin, Tom Caines, Nancy Hess, Joseph Lasendock, Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Kathryn Orr, Nancy Heslin Reading, Lisa Reidinger, Ilse Stein, Adele Wines, Kimberley Woodhull, Diane Friedberg and Mary Lou Schnurr. 

Excused:  Ann Farnsworth, Robert Panzer, Deena Smith, Carol Novrit and Susan Zellman.    
Absent:  John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Jake Lighten and Alison McHose.  
Guests:  None present
Approval of Minutes:     

A motion was made by Kimberley Woodhull and seconded by Nancy Hess to approve the February minutes.  The minutes were approved with 12 in favor and one abstention. 

Chairpersons Report


No report. 
Director’s Report
1. The Project Healthy Living Kickoff is scheduled for February 24 at Adam Todd was cancelled due to weather and will be rescheduled on April 23.  Only those with reservations will be contacted to attend.  An announcement of the new date will be sent shortly to all of those who were scheduled.

2.  Health & Wellness is a major initiative of the Division.  A collaboration has been formed with Skylands    RSVP and Volunteer Resource Center to maximize capacity for program delivery.  Mary Lou and Nancy Hess will be presenting at the 2010 Aging in America Conference sponsored by the National Council on Aging a and the American Society on Aging in Chicago in two weeks regarding their collaboration.   
Four “Take Control of Your Health” classes have already been scheduled for this year.  A new Diabetics Self-Management Program will debut in May.  A Peer Leading Training Institute has 
been scheduled to provide FREE leadership training for four different evidence-based health promotion initiatives.  

The Division of Senior Services has been contacted by the New Jersey Herald regarding falls prevention and A Matter of Balance.  The hope is to gain more participants and even coaches to teach this program.  A coach training for a Matter of Balance will take place on March 25 and 26, 2010 at the Franklin House in Franklin. 

3.  Registration for Older Americans Day at Selective Insurance will begin on April 1 and the cost will still be $5.00 per person.  The event will be held on May 14, 2010.  Five great speakers are scheduled to present a wealth of information to the seniors.

4. The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program is currently scheduling appointments for income eligible individuals.  FREE assistance is provided for filing state and federal tax returns, rebate applications and EITC. 

5.  The schedule for Money Smart Week was available.  Money Smart Week will be held the week of April 19-25, 2010.  Mary Lou will be conducting a presentation entitled “Savings for Seniors.” 

6. The Division of Senior Services is currently compiling information on businesses that provide discounts to seniors.  The information will be compiled and distributed to senior housing, clubs, and at senior-related events.
Committee Reports 
Housing Committee – The Abelour is currently under contract with a for-profit developer.

Transportation Liaison – The legislative Bills A-2046 and S1830 have been signed by the Governor.  Thank you to the Senior Services Advisory Committee for your advocacy.  The Bill ensures that 8.5% of the Casino Revenue Funding is given to transportation for seniors and disabled.  However, our transits system is still facing funding cuts as the amount of Atlantic City Casino Revenue is decreasing.
The County has ordered a 16 seat capacity bus to replace one of the buses lost in the fire two years ago.  We anticipate delivery of the new bus in late spring.
The State Division of Medical Services is considering a statewide dispatching service for all Medicaid Clients using lower mode transportation.  If   this change occurs, Medicaid clients will contact a broker - Logisticare - instead of calling the County's Division of Social Services and Skylands Ride.  
Disability Committee – No report.

Outreach Committee – The educational program regarding Mental Health issues is expected to take place in June.  Details on the event are still being planned and information will be provided when it is available.
Legislative Committee – Tom Brokaw will be do a special presentation about the Baby Boomers on CNBC, starting on March 4 at 9 pm.  Several other broadcasts will also take place on March 6, 7 & 8.

Unfinished Business

None

New Business


None

Announcements

1. Karen Magill reported on “Register Ready” which is program through the Sussex County Division of Emergency management that allows handicapped and disabled residents to register for assistance in case of a disaster.  The Division of Senior Services provides information on this program at senior events. 

2. Karen Magill also reported on Angel Food Ministries, which is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing food relief and financial support to communities.  Food which consists of fresh and frozen items is available and can be ordered at $30.00 per unit (medium size box) and pick up on specific dates at Project Self-Sufficiency or Branchville Methodist Church.  More information can be obtained from the website at www.angelfoodministries.com. 

3. Shirley Baldwin announces that Curves is working with Silver Sneakers and will provide free membership to those that qualify via Medicare Advantage programs. 

With no further business to report a motion was made by Kimberley Woodhull and seconded by Adele Wines to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 am.   

The next meeting of the Advisory Council will be on April 1, 2010 at 9:00 am
Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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