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Sussex County Division of Senior Services

ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES

Silver Café, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

             April 2, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Mary Lou Schnurr, Director of the Division of Senior Services, everyone was welcomed including Joseph Lashendock who will be appointed to the Advisory Board in the near future.  Mr. Lashendock will be the transportation liaison to the Advisory Board.  Mary Lou also announced with regret the passing of Board Member Stephen Bocskocsky. 

Attendance: Present were: Shirley Baldwin, Ann Farnsworth, James Guimes, Nancy Hess, Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Robert Panzer, Lisa Reidinger, Anna Mae Schurko, Ilse Stein, Kimberley Woodhull, Diane Friedberg, Carol Novrit and Mary Lou Schnurr. 

Excused:  Tom Caines, Elsie Allen, Elizabeth Ostuni, Deena Smith, Jackie Wershing, Alison McHose and Susan Zellman.   
Absent: Kathryn Orr, John Eskilson, Nancy Fitzgibbons, Stephen Gruchacz and Jake Lighten. 

Guest(s):  Joseph Lasendock. 

Approval of Minutes:     

A motion was made by Shirley Baldwin and seconded by Kim Woodhull to approve the minutes from the February meeting.  All were in favor of the motion.

A motion was made by Nancy Hess and seconded by Shirley Baldwin to approve the minutes from the March meeting.  All were in favor of the motion.

Chairpersons Report


No report.   
Director’s Report
1. The week of April 20th is National Volunteer Week.  A small token of appreciation was distributed to each of the volunteers present to show how much the Division of Senior Services values its volunteers.
2. The schedule for the 2009 Fiscal and Programmatic monitoring was distributed to recruit volunteers to assist with the monitoring process.  Each monitoring takes about 1 hour and must be completed for contracted providers.
3. The Division of Senior Services submitted a Self-Assessment Report to the State Division of Senior Affairs on March 31st.  The State will review the report and advise Senior Services of any revisions based on their data.

4. Money Smart Week will take place the week of April 17-23.  A senior program entitled “Savings for Seniors” will take place on April 20 at the Main Library in Frankford.  
5. Older Americans Day will be held on May 15 at Selective Insurance.  The program for the day is finalized and reservations are being taken at this time.

6. The Division of Senior Services will be sponsoring an AARP Safe Driving Course on May 5 and 12 at the Louise Childs Memorial Library in Stanhope.  A registration fee is required by AARP and participants may register through the Division of Senior Services. 
Committee Reports

Disability Advocate  – Robert Panzer reported on a Traumatic Brain Injury Fund that will provide financial support to those with brain injuries, along with supportive services.  Flyers were distributed about the program. 

Housing Committee – A committee has been established in Newton that is addressing several issues in regard to housing.  The town will be sponsoring a “Landlord 101” program for landlords.

Rental Assistance Vouchers will be available for Veterans.  No details were available as to how the vouchers will be distributed. 

Knoll Shared Housing has four occupants in one house and by May the other house will have four occupants. 

Marketing Committee – First Hope Bank will be sponsoring information from the Division of Senior Services during the first week of May with informative seminars being offered on May 9th. 

Newton Memorial Hospital provides Health Days at the Newton Shop Rite and will allow the Division of Senior Services to distribute information.  Information was distributed yesterday at the event.

Goodies bags with information will be distributed at a senior event on April 5 at High Point Regional High School.

Mary Lou is seeking senior ambassadors who will distribute and update information at various events, programs and other venues.  

Transportation Liaison – The name of Sussex County Transit has been changed to Skylands Ride.
Skylands Ride is pleased to announce that they now have three new buses on the road, which will reduce down time of the buses.  Ridership is up by 20%.

The Transportation Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 19 in the Freeholder Meeting Room at 1 pm. 

Unfinished Business

Applications have been distributed and returned for all new potential vendors for Senior Day.  The applications were reviewed by five advisory members and based on the decision of the committee, one  application was denied.  The vendor replied with additional information and was subsequently, approved. After a discussion, a motion was made by Ann Farnsworth and seconded by Nancy Hess to allow the Director of the Division of Senior Services to render a decision on the appropriateness of any potential vendors.  The motion passed with ten in favor with one abstention. 
New Business

1. The Division of Social Services will be at Newton Shop Rite on April 20 and Franklin Shop Rite on April 28 from 10 am – 2 pm to complete applications for services for clients.  The Division of Senior Services will participate with the event.

2. Skylands Ride is looking to implement an Observers Program, where Observers will be trained to ride the buses and objectively rate the driver on various skills.  Contact Carol Novrit if you’re interested in being an Observer. 

3. The June 4th Public Hearing and Meeting will be held in the pm due to the availability of the Sparta Senior Center.  The exact time will be confirmed and provided. 
Announcements

None

With no further business to report a motion was made by Shirley Baldwin and seconded by Nancy Hess to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.  

The next meeting will be May 7, 2009  

Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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