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Sussex County Division of Senior Services

ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES

Silver Café, Knoll Heights, Sparta, NJ

     May 7, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Mary Lou Schnurr, Director of the Division of Senior Services, everyone was welcomed 

Attendance: Present were: Shirley Baldwin, Ann Farnsworth, James Guimes, Nancy Hess, Joseph Lasendock, Karen Magill, Anne Nedelka, Robert Panzer, Kathryn Orr, Elizabeth Ostuni, Lisa Reidinger, Ilse Stein, Diane Friedberg, Carol Novrit and Mary Lou Schnurr. 

Excused:  Elsie Allen, Tom Caines, Anna Mae Schurko, Deena Smith, Kimberley Woodhull, Nancy Fitzgibbons.    
Absent: Jackie Wershing, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Alison McHose, Jake Lighten and Susan Zellman. 

Guest(s):  None. 

Approval of Minutes:     

Due to a lack of quorum the minutes from the April meeting could not be approved.

Chairpersons Report


No report.   
Director’s Report
1. Today’s New Jersey Herald has an article on the financial struggles of senior based on a report from the NJ Foundation for Aging.
2. The Public Hearing is scheduled for June 4th at 1:30 p.m. with a joint meeting of the Advisory Council and Senior Club Presidents 12 p.m., prior to the hearing.  
3. The attendance needs to be increased at the nutrition sites.  The program provides a nutritious meal with socialization and a hot meal daily.   Marketing will take place in order to assist with increasing the numbers.
4. The Farmers Market vouchers will be available beginning June 1st.  Each eligible senior will receive $30.00 in vouchers to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables.  The vouchers will be distributed at various senior centers and senior housing facilities on specific dates.  A schedule will be posted in the near future. 
5. Older Americans Day will be held on May 15 at Selective Insurance.  The program is booked to capacity at this time.  The program will be dedicated in memory of former Director Mary Lou McCutcheon.

6. Health Promotion initiatives that are evidence-based must be incorporated into the 2010 Area Plan in order to receive funding.  Take Control of Your Health and A Matter of Balance are evidence based programs and Peer Leaders are being recruited for both programs.

7. The next Take Control of Your Health program will begin on May 13 at the Louise Child’s Library in Stanhope.

8. Any programs that are funded under Title III of the Older Americans Act are required to offer participants the opportunity to voluntarily make a contribution to help sustain the programs and make were are able to offer programs to all regardless of ability to make a donation.  Since the Health Promotion Initiatives are funded under Title III, letters including a suggested donation will be distributed to all participants.

9.  Senior Services is involved in some Quality Assurance programs on a state and national level.    One survey is   evaluating the I&A process and the second is an Administration on Aging survey to evaluate several services funded under Title III.
Committee Reports

Marketing Committee – A staff person will be at First Hop Bank on May 9 from 9 am to 12 pm to provide information to clients.  The office display has been at First Hope Bank all week with information for seniors and their caregivers. 

Volunteers and staff will also be available at various town days throughout the summer, starting with Newton Day on June 13th and Montague Day September 12.

Transportation Liaison – The Transportation Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 19 in the Freeholder Meeting Room at 1 pm. 

Nine new buses have been received in Sussex County over the course of the past few months.  Magnets have been ordered with the new name and will be available on May 15th for Senior Day at Selective.

Legislative Committee – The Consortium for the Advisory Boards for the State is being planned for either May 15, 22, or 29.  Liz Ostuni and Joe Lasendock would be interested in attending on May 29.  
Unfinished Business


None

New Business


None

Announcements

1. Senior Day at the College will be June 5th.  Registration is required for the event. 

2. A Skylands Ride team, including Advisory Council member Bob Panzer, has been chosen to participate in Easter Seals’ 2009 Mobility Planning Services: Accessible Community Transportation Institute.

With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned. 

The next meeting will be the Annual Public Hearing

on June 4, 2009 at 12:00 pm
Silver Café – Knoll Heights, Sparta

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
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