Sussex County Division of Senior Services

ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES

TRI-CO Federal Credit Union Building, Augusta NJ

November 1, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:05 pm by Mary Lou Schnurr from the Division of Senior Services in the absence of the Chairperson.
Attendance: Present were: Shirley Baldwin, Elenora Benz, Stephen Bocskosky, Tom Caines, Ann Farnsworth, Nancy Hess, Doris Lantz, Joyce Post, Anna Mae Schurko, Deena Smith, Ilse Stein, Nancy Fitzgibbons, Diane Friedberg, and Mary Lou Schnurr.

Excused: Elsie Allen, Kathryn Orr and Linda Pinto.  
Absent: Dorothy Fausak, Jackie Wershing, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Jake Lighten, Alison McHose, Glen Vetrano and Herbert Yardley.

Guests/Senior Club Representatives: None
Approval of Minutes

     A notation was made to correct the October minutes to show the correct name of Elsie Allen and Westwind Manor as noted.  A motion was made by Ilse Stein and seconded by Mae Schurko to approve the minutes from the October meeting with the noted corrections.  All were in favor.  
Chairperson’s Report

     No report due to the absence of the chairperson.
Director’s Report

1. The Healthy Living Festival was successful with many favorable evaluations and comments.  Thank you to all who participated and assisted with the event.
2. A Caregiver Survey is currently being distributed by the Division of Senior Services it will be due back by December 15.  Your help is needed in distributing the survey to the residents and various agencies within the County.
3. A caregiver program titled “Understanding Alzheimer’s Disease” will be presented by the Alzheimer’s Association in conjunction with the Division of Senior Services on November 17th, 2007 from 9:30 – 11:30 am at the Sparta Health and Wellness Center.

4. Two additional Building Bridges intergenerational programs have been scheduled. The first will be November 5, 2007 from 4-5:30 pm at the Sussex United Method Church and the second will be November 28, 2007 from 10-11:30 am at the Vernon Senior Center.

5. The Salute to Military Veterans will be held on November 3, 2007 at the Sussex County Fair Grounds.  Members are encouraged to attend.
6. A list of volunteer opportunities available thought the Division of Senior Services was distributed.  Members are encouraged to volunteer or to encourage others to assist.  Shirley Baldwin volunteered to deliver information on events in the Vernon area.  The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program will be expanding for 2008 and a planning meeting will be held on November 2 at Tri Co.  
7. Evidence-Based and Disability Prevention Learning Network sponsored by the Agency 
      for Healthcare Research and Quality, Administration on Aging, and the Centers for 
      Disease Control and Prevention:  As a member of a Learning Network team consisting of 
      a clinical provider, local organization, State Unit on Aging and Department of Health 
      Chronic Disease or Injury Prevention Division, the AAA will collaborate to develop a 
      Chronic Disease Self- Management program for Sussex County seniors.  Mary Lou will 

      be attending training next week in Atlanta. 
8. El Refugio is sponsoring Spanish classes starting November 5 for 10 weeks.  The cost is 

            $100.00.

9. The RFP process is still being reviewed and completed.  A second RFP must be 

      completed to obtain proposals for those which were missing or incomplete.  The only 

      competitive bid was for the Certified Home Health Aide Program.

Legislative Update

No report.
Housing Committee Report

Some upcoming Open Houses will be held at the new Shared Housing facility on Sundays to recruit residents for the program.
Minority Outreach Committee 

A meeting was held at Sussex County Community College to discuss minority issues.  The college substantiated our findings that there are very few minority seniors and that they are difficult to reach due to cultural differences.  In fact, it was noted that perhaps we are trying to address a problem that does not exist.
The Division of Senior Services will be collaborating with the college for other community opportunities to assist all seniors.

Baby Boomer Committee
The meeting with the college will be rescheduled to discuss collaboration opportunities. 
Old Business

The programmatic and fiscal monitorings of contracted service providers are almost complete at this time with no adverse findings being noted. 
New Business

None.
Announcements

1.)  Elenora Benz – Clients are needed for the Neighbor-to-Neighbor Program.  Please spread the word.
2.)  Elenora Benz– Earth Angel donations are being solicited for the 2007 program.  Gift cards are the best choice.    

3.)  Elenora Benz – Money Smart Week will be held in early April.  Morning sessions will be held for seniors at the main library.
4.)  Anna Mae Schurko – Follow up needs to be completed for seniors living in a particular housing unit regarding surveillance cameras.  This issue was brought to her attention by a senior from the Hamburg Seniors who lives in the building. 

With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned with a motion by Shirley Baldwin and a second by Ann Farnsworth.  All were in favor.
The next meeting will be December 13th  
12 PM at Tri Co Federal Credit Union
Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
