Sussex County Division of Senior Services

ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES

TRI-CO Federal Credit Union Building, Augusta NJ

       September 6, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 pm by Chairperson Linda Pinto who welcomed everyone.  Nancy Hess from NORWESCAP, RSVP was introduced as a new member of the Advisory Board.  
Attendance: Present were: Elsie Allen, Shirley Baldwin, Elenora L. Benz, Tom Caines, Dorothy Fausak, Nancy Hess, Doris Lantz, Linda Pinto, Anna Mae Schurko, Ilse Stein, Jackie Wershing, Diane Friedberg, and Mary Lou Schnurr.

Excused: Ann Farnsworth, Kathryn Orr, Deena Smith, Nancy Fitzgibbons and Glen Vetrano. 

Absent: Stephen Bocskocsky, Joyce Post, John Eskilson, Stephen Gruchacz, Jake Lighten, Alison McHose and Herbert Yardley.

Guests/Senior Club Representatives: None
Approval of Minutes

     A motion was made by Doris Lantz and seconded by Elsie Allen to approve the minutes from the July meeting.  All were in favor.
Director’s Report

1. A representative from the New Jersey Taxpayers Association will speak on September 7th at the Senior Club Presidents Meeting at 9:30 am at Tri Co.  Members from the Advisory Board are encouraged to attend.
2. Mary Lou Schnurr thanked everyone for attending the July Public Hearing.  Minutes are available for anyone who would like a copy. 
3. The events at the Fair were very successful.  The Division of Senior Services booth won first place.  Senior Day activities, including Elvis were positively accepted and praised.
4. “Be Wise about Your Medications” will be presented on September 13th from 8 am – 1 pm at Farmstead Golf and Country Club.  Reservations are still being accepted and the cost is $5.00 which includes free buffet breakfast and informative lectures on medication use and effectiveness.
5. Operation Medication Awareness will be held October 10, 2007 at Birchwood Manor.  Two buses will be available to transport seniors from the Wantage Plaza, Franklin Senior Center, Newton Park and Ride and Byram Shop Rite.  The event is free but reservations are required for the bus and the cost is $5.00 for the bus.

6. A Healthy Living Festival will be held on October 27th at the Hardyston Middle School.  This will be a positive, upbeat event promoting health and wellness.  Screenings and exhibits will be available.  The Flu and other vaccines will be available.  Volunteers are needed to assist on that day, please sign up or contact the Division of Senior Services.
7. The proposals have been received in response to our Request for Proposals for 2008 and are currently under initial review by the Division of Senior Services.
8. The 2007 Monitoring schedule is available.  Volunteers are encouraged to sign up for any programs that they are knowledgeable about or are of particular interest.  Assisting with monitorings is a great way to learn about the programs funded by the Division of Senior Services under the Older Americans Act.   
9. The Area Plan Update for 2008 is in the process of being completed.  A section regarding the Advisory Council was circulated for updates and additional information.
10. The Balancing Act – fall prevention screenings continue.   The next screenings are scheduled for September 11th at Franklin Senior Center and October 3rd at Knoll Heights Village.  Individuals requiring additional evaluation are referred to Warren Balance Center in Phillipsburg.  The County will provide transportation if necessary to the Balance Center.

11.  A caregiver program titled “Understanding Alzheimer’s Disease” will be presented by the Alzheimer’s Association in conjunction with the Division of Senior Services on October 17th, 2007 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the Sussex Wantage Library.  A second program will be held on November 17th at the Sparta Health and Wellness Center.
Legislative Update

Mr. Cantrell from the New Jersey Taxpayers Association will make a presentation at the September 7th Presidents Club meeting.
Housing Committee Report

Applications are being accepted for prospective residents for the Shared Housing in Frankford Township, which should be open by November 1st.  A Housing Forum will be held on October 25th from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the Knoll Heights Senior Center.  The cost is $5.00 which includes a light supper.
Minority Outreach Committee 

Some brochures have been translated into Spanish, along with the development of a flyer.  Flyers have been distributed to businesses serving the Latino population in the County. 
Baby Boomer Committee
An educational forum is being recommended to solicit the views of Baby Boomers.  A meeting will follow with Mary Lou to explore the options. 
Old Business

There was no old business to address.

New Business

     The status of the Senior Art Grant was discussed.  The Division of Senior Services no longer applies for the grant since it was intended for the disabled population and not seniors.  Elenora Benz will explore some possible funding options through the Senior Quality of Life Foundation.
Announcements

1.)  Elenora Benz – The Senior Quality of Life Foundation, Oldies but Goodies fund raiser and Silent Auction will take place on September 30th at Farmstead Golf and Country Club.  The cost is $30.00 per person or $50.00 per couple.  Donations for the auction are being accepted.
2.)  Nancy Hess – A Collaboration Summit on Poverty sponsored by NORWESCAP will take place in Sussex County on October 5th at the Sussex County Community College.  

3.)  Mary Lou Schnurr - On Thursday, September 27th, 2007 Dr. Fred Jacobs, Commissioner of Health for the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, will be visiting Sussex County to discuss the status of smoking and obesity in New Jersey and what the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services is doing to improve the health of New Jersey residents.  The presentation will be held at Farmstead Golf and Country Club.
With no further business to report the meeting was adjourned with a motion by Elenora Benz and a second by Tom Caines.  All were in favor.
The next meeting will be October 4th at 
12 PM at Tri Co Federal Credit Union
Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Friedberg

Sussex County Division of Senior Services
