	

Sussex County Human Services Advisory Council

Minutes for March 26, 2008


Members Present:  Linda Pinto, Jamie Bernard, Cindy Everitt, Barbara Adolphe, Carol Novrit, Diane Taylor, Michele Richard, Suzanne Rosen, Gordon Shelton, Donna DelValle, Eileen Kivlen, Robert Panzer, Claire Willetts, Catherine Kochka-Thomas.
Members Excused:  Sharon Giacchino, Doris Lantz, David Johnston.
County Staff Present:  Freeholder Liaison Susan Zellman, Christine Florio, Lorraine Hentz, Diane Friedberg, Melissa Latronica.
State Staff Present:   Luis Tamayo.
Members of the Public:  Kathleen Sidney, Suzanne Sarner, Richard Lecher, Jeff Daly, Michele Natoli.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Linda Pinto at 9:05 a.m. 
Introduction of HSAC Members and Visitors: All people present were requested to introduce themselves. 
February 2008 Minutes:    Carol Novrit motioned to approve the February minutes; Suzanne Rosen seconded. Jamie Bernard abstained.  Motion carried.  
New Business
NJ Safe Haven Infant Protection Act (Lorraine Hentz):  The Sussex County Division of Community and Youth Services was awarded a Safe Haven Infant Protection Community Outreach Grant from the NJ Department of Children and Families in the amount of $10,000.00.  One goal of the application is to increase awareness about the New Jersey Safe Haven law to health and human service professionals.  Lorraine explained what Safe Haven is, how it works and when & why it started.  Under the Safe Haven law, a person may surrender an unwanted baby who is 30 days old or under, anonymously, safely and legally.  The baby may be surrendered at a hospital or police station.  Posters and brochures were distributed; agencies were asked to post and distribute this information.
The Sussex County Division of Community & Youth Services recently completed a mass mailing of Safe Haven materials to approximately 800 Sussex County Chamber of Commerce members, will have a booth at the Chamber of Commerce spring expo to promote Safe Haven awareness and is working with the Keep Kids Safe council on an upcoming child abuse prevention/Safe Haven awareness conference on May 29, 2008.
$2,500.00 Child Abuse/Missing Children Funds (CA/MC):  Suzanne Rosen of United Way of Sussex County and member of Keep Kids Safe council is making a request to the Human Services Advisory Council to be awarded the $2,500.00 CA/MC funds to reduce incidents of child abuse and neglect in Sussex County by:

· continuing the Keep Kids Safe outreach campaign to educate the community on ways to identify and report incidents of abuse and neglect

· produce and distribute educational materials on ways to alleviate stressful & potentially abusive situations in public places

· provide Born Learning materials to be used by day care providers, parenting classes, and parents on easy-to-follow steps to strengthen parent/child bonding, and through these materials, encourage parental involvement in early childhood development
Donna DelValle made a motion to award the $2,500.00 CA/MC funds for 2008 to the United Way of Sussex County for the above mentioned child abuse prevention activities in partnership with the Keep Kids Safe council; Carol Novrit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.
HSAC Support Letter Template:  After much discussion, the Human Services Advisory Council voted to approve a set template for agencies who request a support letter from HSAC.  The HSAC decided that every agency who requests a support letter will be given a standard letter and the request must be given to the HSAC Executive Committee within 48 hours of deadline.  The approved template will be given out at the next HSAC meeting.  Carol Novrit made a motion to accept the template; Michele Richard seconded the motion.  Gordon Shelton, Bob Panzer and Catherine Kochka-Thomas opposed the motion.  Motion was approved.  
County Report (Lorraine Hentz):  
· The Substance Abuse Needs Assessment is almost completed.
· We are in the final stages of Gina Plotino’s contract with Sussex County to facilitate the Human Services Needs Assessment focus groups.
· The Sussex County Mental Health Plan was endorsed by the PAC; the Mental Health Board has some concerns.  Once it is finalized, Sussex County will have its first Mental Health Plan completed since 1991.
· Carol Novrit reported that S.C. Transit recently lost 5 buses to a fire.  Different counties have loaned us buses.  
· Carol also reported that the Division of Social Services is reconfiguring their office space which will provide more confidentiality and security.  There will be private interview areas with additional sound-proof details.
· The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has closed the Pines.  Many of the residents were moved to a nursing home located in Newark, NJ.  
· Freeholder Susan Zellman thanked the Human Services Advisory Council for all of their hard work and especially the Allocations Subcommittee.  Susan reported that the county budget process is almost completed and encourages HSAC if they would like to advocate for additional GIA funding to begin this planning process earlier next year.  
State Liaison Report (Luis Tamayo):
· Luis reminded everyone of the DHS Budget Hearing in Totowa on April 4.  This is the first time in 7 years that DHS has had cuts.  
Announcements:  
· Suzanne Sarner thanked the Human Services Advisory Council for their recent support letter for funding for Pregnancy Prevention awareness for the Sussex County Technical School, School Based Youth Services.
· Barbara Adolphe distributed current 12-step meeting lists.  She announced 2 new collaborations: a full continuum of care for adolescents from early intervention through Intensive Outpatient Services in partnership with Treatment Dynamics and also received a grant to provide life skills for adolescents.  
· The Sussex County Division of Senior Services just revised their Caregivers Support Group directory.  
· Diane Friedberg stated that in order for people to receive the economic stimulus payment, they have to file a 2007 tax return.  Individuals who make $50,000.00 or less can get their taxes done for free through the VITA program through the Division of Senior Services up until April 15. 
· 2008 MoneySmart workshop schedules were distributed.
· United Way of Sussex County and Partners, in collaboration with Pass It Along, are having a Hunger Awareness Event to collect food to restock our local food pantries to try to keep up with the growing need of our community.  All food collected needs to be dropped off between 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. at the Sussex County Community College under the pavilion on Saturday, May 17th.
· Pass It Along announced they have approximately 30 service projects lined up for their Serve-A-Thon on May 17th.
· The Youth Advocate Program (YAP) is having a fundraiser next Thursday at Friendly’s; flyers distributed.
· Project Self-Sufficiency is holding its annual Parenting Expo on April 30.  For more information, contact Claire Willetts.  
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 10:11 a.m.
	The next Human Services Advisory Council Meeting will be on April 23, 2008 at 9:00 am at Tri-Co Federal Credit Union in their Community Room.


Respectfully Submitted by __________________________________
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