	

Sussex County Human Services Advisory Council

Minutes for September 26, 2007


Members Present:  Linda Pinto, Michele Richard, Barbara Adolphe, Gordon Shelton, Cindy Everitt, Eileen Kivlen, 
Keith Keoppel, Claire Willetts, Jamie Bernard, Doris Lantz, Suzanne Rosen, Bob Panzer, Carol Novrit, Sharon Giacchino, David Johnston.
Members Excused:  Donna DelValle.
County Staff Present:  Lorraine Hentz, Christine Florio, Diane Friedberg, Melissa Latronica.
State Staff Present:   Luis Tamayo.
Members of the Public:  Marguerite Gadel, Terri Miller, Karen McGill, Teri Henninger, Janet Wallach, 
Elizabeth McGovern, Kathleen Shay, Maureen Strelzik, Mary Dolan, Daele Phlegar, Donna Centrelli, Eileen Johnson, Michele Natoli.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Linda Pinto at 9:00 a.m. 
Introduction of HSAC Members and Visitors: All people present were requested to introduce themselves. 
Minutes:    Suzanne Rosen motioned to approve the June minutes, and Michele Richard seconded. All voted in favor.  Motion carried.
**The minutes from the September allocations meeting will be typed up and distributed for the next meeting.
Presentation- Carol Novrit, Sussex County Division of Social Services Director:  Carol introduced herself and gave information on her experience in human services in Morris County.  Carol stated that she is client-oriented and that she has an open-door policy when it comes to feedback, suggestions, etc. from providers.  
Vote on the 10 Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness:  The HSAC members were each given a copy of the 10 Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness as written by the Continuum of Care committee.  HSAC was informed that this document can be modified in the future and added to as the Continuum of Care committee sees fit.  There was some discussion amongst the members about including specifics about Universal Design in regards to the permanent housing being developed for the chronically homeless, who can have multiple disabilities.  Members of HSAC were encouraged to join the Continuum of Care committee and give their input.  Carol Novrit made a motion to accept the 10 Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness; Eileen Kivlen seconded the motion.  All voted, Bob Panzer voted against the plan.  No abstentions.  Motion passed.
Vote on KEEP, Inc. child care slots:  Janet Wallach from KEEP, Inc. is requesting that HSAC approve the expansion of their child care slots to include more infant/toddler care.  There are slots that the agency currently has through DFD that is indicated for older children.  Janet explained that in recent years, there has been a serious demand for infant/toddler care and that there is a lack of it in the county.  Sharon Giacchino made a motion to approve the expansion of KEEP, Inc.’s child care slots for more infant/toddler care; Suzanne seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.  
New Business
November 8, 2007 Commissioner’s Event:  The NJ Department of Human Services Commissioner Jennifer Velez and the NJ Department of Children and Families Commissioner Kevin Ryan are coming to Sussex County on November 8, 2007 for a human services forum to discuss the challenges that a rural county such as Sussex faces every day in providing human services to clients in need.  HSAC as a body will be looking at putting together a 20-minute PowerPoint presentation for this forum to display specific challenges human service providers face and to showcase the successful collaborations in Sussex County.  In order to compile this PowerPoint, a subcommittee formed out of HSAC is requested.  All interested committee members were asked to attend the first meeting of beginning this process on October 3, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. at the Silver Café at Knoll Heights.  All feedback should be sent to Christine via email.  
Presentation – William C. Penkethman, Esq., Legal Services of Northwest Jersey:  William gave an overview and examples of anti-predatory lending and explained how this affects clients whom we may serve.  He explained that simply anti-predatory lending is about loans which are given in which the individual is unable to pay back.  These are loans in which the lenders ignore the income of the borrower in order to secure a loan.  William explained that individuals need to look out for interest-only loans, balloon rates, etc.  William stated that income-eligible clients should be referred to Legal Services at (973) 383-7400.
State Liaison Report (Luis Tamayo):
· Commissioner Velez has been meeting with other divisions regarding housing issues.  There have been regular meetings with NJHMFA and DCA.  
· The state is still trying to get children enrolled in NJ FamilyCare.

· The Division of Addiction Services (DAS) is a new addition to the Department of Human Services.  There is a pilot program- needle exchange- that was put into effect.  The state is also looking at more preventive programs of blood-related diseases.
Announcements:  
· The Rental Assistance waiting list is open to the first 1,000 applicants.  Applications must be picked up from their office on Moran Street and then mailed to Trenton.  
· David Johnston announced that there is a “Parody Bill” in which for all employee-sponsored programs, people will receive the same coverage for mental health services.  There was a question as to whether this was passed or not.  David will look into this matter and keep us updated.  
· Project Self-Sufficiency will be having a Family Success Center press conference tomorrow, Thursday September 27, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. at their new site on Mill Street.  
· The Sussex County Division of Senior Services is having an upcoming healthy living festival at the Hardyston School and an Alzheimer’s program, flyers for both programs on distribution table.  
· The Center for Prevention and Counseling received a small grant from the CMO to provide life skills work for adolescents and adults, ages 16-24.  There is service flexibility depending upon the individual’s needs and transportation is available.
· DAWN announced their “Evening of Giving” event and distributed flyers.  For more information or to purchase tickets, please call Eileen Johnson.  
· A portion of the Child Abuse/Missing Children’s funds for 2007 are going towards having child abuse prevention messages on Weis prescription bags educating the public and trying to prevent child abuse.  These messages will appear on 24,000 prescription bags in both the Newton and Franklin Weis pharmacies for the upcoming year.
· Hope House is advocating for additional funding for HIV/AIDS.
· October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  DASI’s annual candlelight vigil will be held on October 12 at the Lafayette Village town hall.  
· DAWN is starting 2 new programs:  1.) They are starting a book club for young adults with special needs.  This new club will be starting at Panera Bread in Sparta.  Any classified student 16 years and up would be eligible.  2.) The second program is entitled “Living Well with a Disability” and is an 8 week curriculum consisting of a health and wellness program.
· The Center for Prevention and Counseling will be holding their second annual “Paces for Prevention” on September 30 at 8:30 a.m. in which community members can sign up to walk, bike or run.  The Center is starting a pilot program at the Lakeland School to help students quit smoking.
· Pass It Along is having its annual Youth Conference on October 25 at Sussex County Technical School.  
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 10:11 a.m.
	The next Human Services Advisory Council Meeting will be on October 24, 2007 at 9:00 am at 
Tri-Co Federal Credit Union in the Community Room.


Respectfully Submitted by __________________________________
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