
 
 

 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2016 
5:00 PM 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Item 
 
 1.   CALL TO ORDER BY DIRECTOR  at 5:02 PM  
 
 2.   ROLL CALL   Freeholder Crabb, Freeholder Lazzaro, Freeholder Rose, Freeholder  
     Director Graham; Acting County Administrator, Ron Tappan; County  
     Counsel, John Williams; Clerk of the Board, Cathy Williams 
 
   Freeholder Vohden: Absent 
 
 
 3.   MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 4.   PUBLIC STATEMENT          
                                     

"Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 Adequate Notice 
as defined by Section 3D of Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, has been made by regular mail, 
such notice being submitted on January 7, 2016 from the Administrative Center of the 
County of Sussex, located at One Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey to the following:  

 
  New Jersey Herald    WSUS Radio 
  New Jersey Sunday Herald   WNNJ Radio 
  Star Ledger 

 
and is also posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Administrative Center for 
public announcements and has been submitted to the Sussex County Clerk in 
compliance with said Act." 
 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Rose to approve the agenda; seconded by Freeholder 
Lazzaro 
 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Rose to change title of 15.C to read: “Bond Ordinance 
Providing for renewal energy projects associated with the renewable energy program of the 
Morris County Improvement Authority.  By and in the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey 
(“The County”); appropriating $3,200,000 therefore and authorizing the issuance of 
$3,047,619 Bonds and Notes of the County to finance a portion of the cost thereof; 
seconded by Freeholder Lazzaro  
 
 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Rose to change all references on Resolution 15B of 
$3,100,000 to $3,200,000 and $2,952,380 to $3,047,619 and update all calculations 
associated with these figures, seconded by Freeholder Crabb 
 
Discussion 
 
Freeholder Rose said this is the carry in from the change with 15.C back to 15. B and we did 
it this way because there were quite a number of changes but they are all the change from 
the $3.1 million to $3.2 million. So the calculations flow from those numbers.  
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 
 
 



6.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
A.___________________________________________________________________ 
FINAL ADOPTION – BOND ORDINANCE 
216-2016 
 
Freeholder Director Graham: "At our regular meeting held on April 27, 2016, we introduced 
for first reading the following Bond Ordinance which was advertised in the New Jersey 
Herald issue of April 29, 2016, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating it would be 
held at this meeting at 5:00 PM: 
 

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING A BOND ORDINANCE 
(PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2014 GENERAL CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE SUSSEX COUNTY TECHNICAL 
SCHOOL) HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY 
OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON APRIL 23, 2014, TO 
AMEND THE DESCRIPTION THEREIN 

 
MOTION that the Public Hearing be opened made by Freeholder Lazzaro; seconded by  
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 
Is anyone present to be heard regarding this Bond Ordinance - None 
  
MOTION that the Public Hearing be closed made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by 
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
  
MOTION that this Bond Ordinance be finally adopted made by Freeholder Lazzaro; 
seconded by Freeholder Rose   
 
 
On Roll call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 
 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Bond Ordinance as finally adopted, and also 
post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County Administrative Center made by 
Freeholder Rose; seconded by Freeholder Lazzaro and passed unanimously.  
 
B._______________________________________________________________________ 
FINAL ADOPTION – BOND ORDINANCE 
217-2016 
 
Freeholder Director Graham: "At our regular meeting held on April 27, 2016, we introduced 
for first reading the following Bond Ordinance which was advertised in the New Jersey 
Herald issue of April 29, 2016, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating it would be 
held at this meeting at 5:00 PM: 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE UNDERTAKING OF 
2016 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AT AND FOR CERTAIN 
FACILITIES OF SUSSEX COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 
LOCATED WITHIN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $3,000,000 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $3,000,000 BONDS OR NOTES 
OF THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR 
FINANCING SUCH APPROPRIATION, THE PRINCIPAL OF AND 
INTEREST ON THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
WHICH WILL BE ENTITLED TO STATE AID, PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 12 OF THE LAWS OF NEW JERSEY OF 1971 

MOTION that the Public Hearing be opened made by Freeholder Lazzaro; seconded by  
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 
Is anyone present to be heard regarding this Bond Ordinance- none 
  



MOTION that the Public Hearing be closed made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by 
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
  
MOTION that this Bond Ordinance be finally adopted made by Freeholder Rose; seconded 
Freeholder Crabb  
 
On Roll Call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Bond Ordinance as finally adopted, and also 
post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County Administrative Center made by 
Freeholder Rose; seconded by Freeholder Lazzaro and passed unanimously.  
 
C._______________________________________________________________________ 
FINAL ADOPTION – BOND ORDINANCE 
218-2016 
 
Freeholder Director Graham: "At our regular meeting held on April 27, 2016, we introduced 
for first reading the following Bond Ordinance which was advertised in the New Jersey 
Herald issue of April 29, 2016, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating it would be 
held at this meeting at 5:00 PM: 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2016 CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $6,323,100 THEREFORE 
AND AUTHORIZING $6,022,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
COUNTY TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF 

 
MOTION that the Public Hearing be opened made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by  
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 
Is anyone present to be heard regarding this Bond Ordinance - none 
  
MOTION that the Public Hearing be closed made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by 
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously. 
  
MOTION that this Bond Ordinance be finally adopted made by Freeholder Rose; seconded 
by Freeholder Crabb  
 
On Roll call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 
 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Bond Ordinance as finally adopted, and also 
post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County Administrative Center made by 
Freeholder Lazzaro; seconded by Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
D._______________________________________________________________________  
FINAL ADOPTION – BOND ORDINANCE 
219-2016 
 
Freeholder Director Graham: "At our regular meeting held on April 27, 2016, we introduced 
for first reading the following Bond Ordinance which was advertised in the New Jersey 
Herald issue of April 29, 2016, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating it would be 
held at this meeting at 5:00 PM: 
 
 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2016 GENERAL CAPITAL  
 IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE SUSSEX COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL, LOCATED  



 WITHIN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING  
 $2,440,000 THEREFOR (INCLUDING A $976,000 GRANT FROM THE STATE OF  
 NEW JERSEY) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,464,000 BONDS OR  
 NOTES OF THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR  
 FINANCING A PORTION OF SUCH APPROPRIATION 
 
MOTION that the Public Hearing be opened made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by  
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 
Is anyone present to be heard regarding this Bond Ordinance- none 
  
MOTION that the Public Hearing be closed made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by 
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously. 
  
MOTION that this Bond Ordinance be finally adopted made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded 
by Freeholder Rose  
 
On Roll call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Bond Ordinance as finally adopted, and also 
post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County Administrative Center made by 
Freeholder Crabb; seconded by Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 
E._______________________________________________________________________ 
PUBLIC HEARING – 2016 SUSSEX COUNTY BUDGET AS APPROVED  
 
MOTION to open Public Hearing for the 2016 Sussex County Budget as Approved made by 
Freeholder Crabb; seconded by Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING IS NOW OPEN 
 
Is anyone present to be heard regarding the 2016 County Budget as Approved? 
 
Rob Maikis gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 2016 Sussex County Budget.  He said it is a 
little over $109,000,000; about a 3.9% increase over 2015. The chart breaks down the 
anticipated revenues to support the budget.  The levy for this year will be $84,850,217, 4% over 
the prior years.  We are anticipating the surplus to be the same amount as 2015 at roughly $5.1 
million.  Other revenues that comprise this budget: local revenues, and interests on the 
investments, state aid makes 1% of the overall revenue.  On the state aid, there is a franchise 
tax on life insurance companies and it is the state share of the County College bonds from 
Chapter 12. The next item is the state assumption costs and that comprises 8% of revenue.   He 
said those are amounts that we get from the state to put in our budget.  
The next item was the public and private programs off set by appropriations which are grants 
and makes up about 3% of the budget.  The next item is the special items of revenue which 
comprises 3% of the budget.  That relates to items in the General Capital Fund.   
Our County transit operation generates revenues and revenues from the 911 center.  He went 
over the 2016 Budget appropriations. He went over all the cost items. It is broken down by 
General Government, the core operations for the county; Land use administration, which is 
planning; code enforcement, which makes up less than 1%; insurance section and this is where 
a good chunk of the increase is coming from.  The next chunk is public safety at 20% of the 
budget; operations under human services which is the former juvenile center which is the now 
the home detention program for our youth services operation.   Public works is 10%; health and 
human services operations is 11% of the budget, education 10%, this is the amount we give to 
SCCC, technical school, support the county superintendent of school and the Rutgers co-op has 
a piece.  Other common operation at 1% is our transit operation, our single audit; our fixed asset 
account and our indirect cost contracting falls under that.  Another 1% comes from utilities.  
Unclassified would be matching funds for our grants.  The next section is the Public and Private 
programs.  These are federal and state grants that pass through us.  Capital Improvements 
makes up for 1%.  The big item is our capital improvement fund, the appropriation which we use 
in terms of making our down payment on the various bond ordinances.  Then there are facilities 
related improvements. The next piece which is 50% for the budget this year is the county debt 
service.  Those are obligations for the current year that we have to pay to form interest on all of 
the bonds.  The next item is deferred charges.  We don’t have any emergency appropriations so 
the one thing we do have is an appropriation for prior year bills, outstanding bills that we get in 



all the time either got missed by the vendor or go got missed by our operations.  This is where 
those would be picked up and paid this year.  The last item that makes up 6% of the budget is 
statutory expenditures.  The big ticket items are the pensions for both PERS and PFRS and they 
increased this year as well as Social Security and our contribution retirement program.   
 
Rob Maikis went through the Capital Budget.  He said less than one percent for Information 
Technology; 23% for bridges. This accounts for all the funding that we are authorizing both debt 
and grants.  Roads 20%, a mix of debt and grants.  19% facilities.  The County has a large 
footprint when it comes to facilities.  4% is fleet, taking care of vehicles related to taking care of 
bridges and road. 18% to SCCC for their Chapter 12 funding for various improvements.  Sussex 
Tech 14%. For both the college and the Sussex Tech we have leveraged the grant money, the 
state share of 50% for the college; and for the Technical school the state gives us 40%. The 
Technical school needs a new roof and their welding shop needs improvements. Debt issuance 
cost is at 2, that is our 5% down payment requirement on our obligations on our capital budgets. 
 The current capital budget fund is at 1%, the capital improvement fund is at 2%, the grants of all 
our programs make up 35% of the funding and the debt that we are looking to authorize is at 
62% of the overall.  
 
County auditor, Ray Sarinelli spoke.  He included his hand notes that he spoke about at the last 
meeting so everyone could see where the calculations came from. He included a copy of the 
press release and the basic statistics of the budget.  The one thing that Ray saw that was most 
impressive was the $13,000 reduction in wages and salaries. He said the budget for this year is 
an increase of $4,065,000, 4.386%.  The budget is going up 3.86% and the tax levy is going up 
4.1%.  The reason the levy is going up is because proportionally the levy is much smaller.  The 
increase comes from the new solar expense, meaning the increase from last year to this year.  
The other large increase is employee benefits, where health insurance is up $1.4 million and 
pension is up $300,000.  Those two items account for all but $415,000.  The entire rest of the 
budget had a $415,000 increase which demonstrates that many line items are either the same or 
lowered or some minor increases.  Even if you didn’t have the solar debt, the 4 year average is 
still at 1.77%.  He said the tax levy this year is $84,850,000 and last year is was $81,581,000 so 
that is an increase of $3,269,000.  He spoke about how this affects the average tax payer.   
He said the overall increase to the taxpayer is $55.00.  He said unfortunately we spend a lot of 
time talking about solar and the impact but an awful lot of time weny into preparing the other part 
of the budget and making sure $108,000 is being spent properly.  Out of the 21 counties in New 
Jersey, Sussex County comes in at number 14 which means you are in the bottom third of 
average tax for tax payer, the second good news is that SCMUA did refunding of some of their 
debt and because we provide a deficiency agreement for their debt the county has to be rerated 
and the rating is held at a AA+ with a stable outlook which is the rating you have had for the past 
three years.  AA+ is a good rating.  
 
Rob Maikis said without the solar the budget is going up 1 .6 below the 3% that the states say 
we can increase it. Putting this budget together we had asked departments to make some 
sacrifices for this year.  Everyone is aware of our situation with solar.  He commended the Board 
and the Budget committee meeting their obligation to getting it to a point where we can manage 
it over the years.  He said we are about 95% of the way to have the solar on the website.  I 
would like to update it monthly so the public can see all the information as we go forward. 
 
Comments by Carl Luthman 
 
Mr. Luthman said maybe the auditor should talk with the people from Burlington County because 
they are the lowest and maybe we could get to be the lowest.  He said three things come out of 
this.   
The first item is the health care for retirees and pensions.  It will take political courage.  He said 
you have to address the health care for retirees because it will drive you to bankruptcy.  He said 
health care for retirees is a stone around the neck is it was in corporate America with the auto 
industry.  Also, I get a little nervous when I hear “all of us are enduring some pain this year” what 
does that mean next year?  It will take political courage to address the issues and reduce costs.  
The third thing is and I hope this is not true, my grandchildren will probably being hearing about 
solar.  It will continue to be that way and we will continue to make that excuse.  We are in an 
environment today where we have a declining population and declining tax base, we are not 
going to be able to have status quo.  We are not going to be able to have the 2% cap.  Nobody 
gets under the 2% cap.  
 
Comment by Harvey Roseff 
 
Mr. Roseff said he is curious about the budget.  There is an increase in the budget from the 
solar program and the budget is going from $900,000 to $2,850,000 ($250,000) from the 
investigation but we don’t hear how it went from $900,000 to $2,850,000.  He said even though 
we have it all built out, we are still in the same status as 4 years ago.  Tonight you are voting on 



a budget and you should come before us and tell us where the huge expense is coming from.  
Nothing has changed from last year.  You can’t say we didn’t get revenue from a build out 
because you didn’t get revenue from a build out last year. Where is this 1.7 mil going? The other 
thing I notice is you are introducing a Bond Ordinance; last year I don’t remember approving a 
debt.  I would like a letter from the county attorney that says how a government is allowed to go 
into debt and what is the official approval process that a government is going into debt because I 
don’t believe this $3 million loan from Mastec was ever announced to the public last year. I 
would like to see  tonight’s Bond introduction tabled until we first ascertain whether last year’s 
debt is legal because I don’t think we need to pay Mastec back; the public was not informed 
about the Mastec loan. 
 
Comment by Dennis Mudrick 
 
Mr. Mudrick said he recently read an article dated April 27, 2016 a $6.9 million contract awarded 
for 9 solar projects in Morris County. A project that began in 2011 and expected to begin in May 
and end in November. The reason that I share with this Board is because the 9 locations include 
places like the Morris County library, Morris County Office Assistance Track, etc.  There were 16 
potential solar sights to review in 2015.  As this board moves forward with the solar build outs, I 
would ask consideration be given to really focusing on the build outs and moving forward with 
this.  I would like to put our time and money and my tax dollars in the build outs so we can 
recoup some of this money.  
 
MOTION that the Public Hearing be closed made by Freeholder Rose; seconded by 
Freeholder Lazzaro and passed unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTION RE: FINAL ADOPTION OF THE 2016 SUSSEX COUNTY BUDGET              
220-2016  AS APPROVED   
 
Freeholder Director Graham: “BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of 
the County of Sussex that the Budget hereinbefore set forth is hereby adopted and shall 
constitute an appropriation for the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as 
appropriations, and authorization of the amount of $84,850,217.00 for the County purposes 
to be raised by taxation and certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following 
summary of general revenues and appropriations.” 
 
MOTION to finally adopt the 2016 County Budget as Approved made by Freeholder Rose; 
seconded by Freeholder Crabb  
 
On Roll Call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb    Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro    Yes 
Freeholder Rose    Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham  Yes 
 
 
7. PROCLAMATIONS/CERTIFICATES/PRESENTATIONS 
  
 A. Proclamations 
 

1. Proclamation in recognition of May as being “Older Americans Month”. 
221-2016 

 
  2. Proclamation in recognition of Dylan T. Scheidle earning the rank of Eagle  
                         Scout. 
  222-2016 
 

(Voice vote by consent, unless there is a request by a Board Member for individual 
consideration.) 

        
8.   PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR  
 
  Please Note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 5 minutes or less. 

 Please state your name, spell your last name, and state your municipal    
 residency. 

  
MOTION made at 6:02 PM to open the floor to the public by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by  
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 



Comment by Dennis Mudrick  
 
Mr. Mudrick said on Tuesday, November 24, 2015 at a 9 AM meeting of the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, Freeholder Vohden made a motion in reference to a release of information from a 
Freeholder’s Executive Session meeting to be sent to proper parties for an investigation. 
The DCA, the Division of Community Affairs, the Division of Local Government services, to have 
the DCA look at a particular situation with a possible ethic’s violation by Freeholder Graham. 
There was a discussion at that morning’s meeting.  Freeholder Vohden went on to say the 
situation to be disturbing, troubling and that it had happened before.  He believed that is was a 
release of information from a closed session; a violation of the closed session statues and 
wanted to make a motion to send it to the proper authorities.  Freeholder Graham at that 
meeting said he looked forward to that and he looked forward to putting it right out where it 
belongs. He looked forward to putting both sides of the story out there.  At that meeting, 
Freeholder Mudrick seconded the motion.  On a roll call the vote was Freeholder Graham yes, 
Freeholder Mudrick yes, Freeholder Rose yes, Freeholder Vohden yes and at the time Director 
Freeholder Crabb yes. 
 
I ask at this time if the Board of Chosen Freeholders, Sussex County Counsel, the interim 
county administrator and/or Ms. Williams, the Clerk of the Board provide the public with an 
update, at least for me, in writing the status of the above as soon as it is reasonably possible.  It 
has been 6 months and I don’t believe the public has been shared to any resolved as to where 
this matter stands.     
                 
County Counsel said he will review his file and update the Board.                           
 
Comment by Carl Luthman 
 
Mr. Luthman asked who the principal was on Resolution D under the Consent Agenda. 
 
Acting County Administrator said we will have to go back to the contract to see that.   
 
Director Freeholder Graham said when we get to that we will have a discussion on it. 
 
Comment by Tom Clark 
 
Mr. Clark said John Snyder has been requesting from this Board for the last 8 meetings an open 
forum on what is happening with the solar.  He said John could not be here tonight so he was 
standing in his spot.  If the answer to this is no, you can let us know that.  But the highest form 
of disrespect is to ignore them.  It is my understanding that you will not answer me tonight but if 
you could make that part of the next meeting.  Is this something you are refusing to do or is it in 
the works?   
 
Comment by Glen Hull 
 
Mr. Hull said one thing he would like to have addressed is how we see the revenues that have 
been generated from the working solar projects.  I understand it goes directly to the schools or 
wherever.  The electricity doesn’t go to the school, it goes to power & light and there is a 
revenue sharing; but I would like to see what that is and what is generated out of these projects.  
Mr. Hull asked the superintendent at Kittatinny if they have made any revenue on this and he 
said it has been online for a year and half.  Mr. Hull said I didn’t know it was online.  He said I 
am curious where one finds the monies that are being generated from this.  Secondly, Mr. 
Mudrick was up here and talking about investigations.  I came to the Board about a year ago 
about a deed that was criminally written in this county by the previous County Clerk.  I am 
asking if this Board will do some type of resolution for an investigation as to how that happened.  
It needs to be investigated and to me it has been a huge Republican cover up and it has put my 
family in a tough situation.   
 
Comment by Harvey Roseff 
 
Mr. Roseff said, I have done quite a few OPRA’s in the past year and half and I found since the 
beginning of this year, it is very difficult to get any information on any topic.  Because of that, I 
have changed my attitude and my approach.  I am no longer concerned what the cost would be 
if I hand this to a lawyer.  You no longer are a transparent government.  Last week when 
Freeholder Lazzaro made his compassionate pitch to me that everything is on the website, and 
then I got my email saying no,” we will not give you the materials.”  I have asked Mr. Lures to 
represent me.  I have filed the paperwork in court.  It doesn’t cost me anything to do this but I 
am very sensitive to potentially paying the cost as a taxpayer.  Because of that, the first thing is I 
think you need to review what documents you are willing to release.  The OPRA Law is not 
about what can be protected, the Law is what do we have to protect vs. what can we tell the 



public.  The second is as a small little county, we have a full time lawyer because of that I would 
ask Mr. Williams who has professed he has experience in OPRA Law, save the taxpayer money 
on this and let him execute your case. Mr. Roseff presented the briefs to the OPRA 
administrator and secretary to distribute.  I really believe you can do a much better job in 
releasing all types of documents; not just solar.   
 
Comment by Becky Carlson 
 
Ms. Carlson said she wanted to let the Board know that she is the Executive Director wearing 
two hats tonight.  She is the Executive Director for the Center of Prevention Counsel, a non-
profit that has been serving the county for over 40 years.  I am also here tonight to put a face to 
the Sussex County HSAC which is the Human Service Advisory Council that serves the 
residences of Newton in an advisory capacity and this year I am the chairperson of the HSAC so 
I am here to put a face with the Human Services providers.   
She said they were excited to have Freeholder Graham at their meeting the other month to hear 
about the problems and issues that our community members are facing.  We will be coming to 
the meetings and we are all volunteers who serve on the HSAC.  We will keep you posted on 
the different needs of the county and issues.   
 
MOTION made at 6:15 PM by Freeholder Rose to close the floor to the public, seconded by 
Freeholder Crabb and passed unanimously.  
 
 9. FREEHOLDERS’ COMMENTS   
 
 
 
Comments from Freeholder Rose 
 

• Updates on the Solar project 
 

Ground mounts are in at Hardyston Middle School and same at Vo-Tech.  It looks like we 
will have a June to late June completion for both of those, although that schedule is not 
set in stone.  Kittatinny High School and Sparta Board of Education both have their 
interconnection agreements at JCP&L and we are looking at about 6 weeks for those 
agreements to come back from JCP&L.  At SCCC, the racking for the solar panels was 
not put in properly.  It appears about 75% of the racking will need repairs.  That is 
covered by money from an agreement from Vanguard and this will lower the cost 
because we initially thought 100% needed repairs.  
The Wheatsworth facility, the meter has been relocated and it appears the work is 
complete and working properly.  Sunlight has been contacted with JCP&L and will be 
receiving the Lost Revenue in the near future.  We have a bit of bad news and that is as 
of last night Hardyston Elementary School has decided to pull out of the solar project so 
that is a loss of an additional 186 kilowatts of panels.  That means we are done by 
roughly 700 kilowatts including the 500 from Sparta and approximately 106 from 
Hardyston Elementary school.  

 
Comments from Freeholder Crabb 
 

• Sussex Elks Club 
 
Freeholder Crabb was invited to attend an event at the Sussex Elks Club honoring their 
citizen of the year John Harrigan.  He said it was easy for him to get up and state the praises 
about him and all the people that have worked with him to make the veteran’s cemetery a 
reality.  The state VFW President came from about a 2 hour ride for him.   
 
Comments from Freeholder Lazzaro 
 

• Transparency 
 
Freeholder Lazzaro said transparent government is still a representative form of government.  
We elect representatives and representatives do the job.  Transparent government does not 
mean that everybody in the community gets to have something to say about everything every 
time they want to say something.  I will oppose any kind of open forum on the solar project until 
the investigation is completed.  I am not going to be part of mudding up an already expensive 
investigation undertaken which everybody agreed they wanted badly.  Now they want to run it 
from the background.  It doesn’t happen that way.  We have an investigator, someone who is 
looking into this very much in-depth and will come back with answers to the questions we have.  
Once that is complete than I will support an open forum where everybody can get up and grand 
stand to their hearts content and play the get ya got ya game you play every Wednesday night 



at the tomato throwing fest. For four months, I have been here Things take time, effort and 
energy. If you have any idea of what happens in government, if you want your budgets cut, we 
will cut them.  We will stop the road improvements, start snow removal at 9:00 AM in lieu of 4 
AM when it starts to snow, we will cease the bridge repairs, cut the down the guardrail 
replacements.  Every time somebody drives 80 miles an hour and goes over a guard rail and the 
county gets sued because the guardrail was 2 inches too short.  We have pending law suits 
now.  We have to do all of that.  We will cut out our social services program; we can take our 
Board of Health and close it down, we can take some of the officers from the jail and let them 
riot and if they want to kill themselves off, let them do it.  We can shut down the 911 center.  He 
said if you want government, it is going to cost a couple of bucks.  We are doing the best we can 
with what we have.  We slashed our current budget.  We spent a lot of time cutting the daylights 
out of it.  There are trucks held together literally with duct tape and they need to be replaced and 
we said no, make it run another year.  We are doing the best we can, and everybody may not 
like it.  That is ok, I understand that, you can be unhappy with it, but government does have a 
cost to it.   
 
 
 
 
 

• Solar 
 
Freeholder Lazzaro said the things that happened in solar happened.  It took quite a while for 
them to get where they got.  There were a lot of mistakes.  I don’t think they were done 
intentionally for the most part.  They don’t get undone in two weeks.  Yes, everything is on the 
website, yes we are trying to draw the numbers together and make them make sense.  Yes, I 
agree with you, the schools have solar projects and where does that money go?  I have not 
been able to get that answer either.  It gets washed up in the budget some place.  I can say that 
this Board has worked very hard to try and keep the cost down, keep overruns down and road 
department works its tail off to get things done.  If you can be patient you will see things change, 
if you can’t be patient than Wednesday night is the night and you can have a ball. 
 
Comments from Director Freeholder Graham 
 

• Budget 
 
Freeholder Graham thanked Rob Maikis, Mary Jones and Ruby Malcolm for everything they 
have done on this budget.  This has been particularly hard.  Everyone who has been following 
county government over the past year knows that a lot of people left, a lot of retirements for 
senior people.  Rob and his team stepped up.  Ray Sarinelli did a lot of backup on it.  Rob is a 
very passionate man and every single nickel was argued over. He said he has to back up Carl’s 
statement on how budgets are done.  He has worked on seven budgets in Stanhope.  It was 
much smaller numbers but the same process.  We went line item by line item and there were 
things that they had to do for government to maintain a civil society, everything from maintaining 
the roads, bridges, maintaining our facilities and providing the essential services that is what 
county government is.  Our county health department is vitally important because it is how we 
have the faith to go out and eat in a restaurant without taking your life in your hands.    
 

• Solar 
 
Freeholder Graham said he wanted to follow up with what Carl said and it has been asked 8 
weeks and you are right Tom it is not respectful to not given an answer.  Freeholder Graham 
said that he was in contracting where he had worked on schools where there was solar.  It was 
about solar, about panels, about electrical, about buildings that is what it was about and that is 
what I thought this would be about. But it wasn’t about that, it was about money.  The solar 
project was about money.  It was about somebody figuring out a way of using the finances of the 
county and using somebody else’s credit rating to push forth and delivering solar that was going 
to be great for everybody but when it started to unravel, we got caught.  This happened a long 
time ago.  Harvey keeps saying that we are not transparent.  I completely disagree with Harvey. 
  
Harvey is looking for one report and the report has been given to us and we have had questions 
about it for several weeks and handing out a false report is probably worse than I don’t know 
what but I am not comfortable with it.  I have tried to stay civil.  I have not accused anybody of 
doing anything.  There are things that we need to look into.  Carl is right you can’t get straight 
answers if you don’t have straight answers.  I would very much like to lay the whole thing out.  I 
don’t know the whole thing. I know some of this.  I know most of what happened since 
September of 2014, but I can’t speak to 2013, 2012, and 2011.  I can only speak to what I have 
read and all the documents are online. I think we should have an open forum, but let’s wait till 
we have the facts.  Our biggest concern right now is to build out as best we can.   



Freeholder Crabb made a comment about are we pursuing it as best we can, and we are but we 
also have to look at what the contract says.  The contracts don’t say that John Williams is 
supposed to run the show.  We have an owners’ rep and MCIA is getting the messages.  I want 
to know what is going on just like you do.  One year ago, May 19th we had our budget hearing 
and I raised questions.  I thought we were under funded on solar last year.  I had a hunch based 
on what contractors do and I was shot down and I got beat up by members of the Freeholder 
Board, by the Treasurer but I stand by those words.  We were underfunded last year and that is 
why we are paying for it this year. We did not finish out the build out last year and we will 
complete the build out the best we can.  I don’t know if we will get all the buildout done in 2016. I 
don’t want to pay an extra nickel for it and I don’t want to pay extra taxes.  I am in a position 
where I can fight it best I can.  In all sincerity for those that have come up, we will come out with 
the facts.  Our main concern from now till the end of the year is that we get as much built out as 
possible so that we have money out against the bonds. 
   

• Incoming revenues  
 
Freeholder Graham said the PPA  the Power Purchasing Agreements are charged to the local 
units it might be Kittatinny, for example, that number should be below than what they are paying 
in electricity.  The differential is their savings.  So if the market rate for electricity is 13 cents and 
now they are paying 10 cents than the 3 cents is the savings.  How that adds up they have to tell 
you, we don’t know.  But that 10 cents and any SREC are supposed to be coming in fully 
against the cost of the bond.  But there are costs involved that we have agreed to for years that 
are over $300,000 a year with costs against maintaining the panels so everyone thinks there is 
money coming in but there are payments that go out.  That is why the numbers are not where 
everyone wants them to be. The SRECs have risen, they may fall, they may rise; I don’t know.   
 
But they never amount to any more than a $1million to a $1.5 million per year so we are always 
going to be short and I will follow through with my thought from last year that we will always be 
short $1million to 1.5million a year that is going to be for about 10 years. Now, that is my 
opinion.  It is not what an investigator is going to come up with that might not be what Rob 
comes up with when he finishes his final analysis.  So bear those numbers out against what he 
says and that will be the truth.  I am not trying to supplant myself over with what he comes up 
with.   
 

• Foreclosures 
 
Freeholder Graham said foreclosures are another thing that is mind boggling.  Trying to get your 
arms around what they are, where they come from and how we are handling them.  I have 
spoken with a number of realtors and I have spoken with the Undersheriff Liddy.  We were at 
about 900 at the beginning of the year.  That number has dipped down.  We have now changed 
the rate of how we were processing them.  We were processing about 10 to 15 a week; we are 
now processing about 20 to 25 a week.   We are now processing about 100 a month.  We use 
to be getting 80 a month; it was down to 60 in April.  Freeholder Graham said he believes 
moving them into the market place is beneficial to our community. It allows families to move in at 
a good price and they don’t count against comps for the first couple of years so it doesn’t take 
your neighborhood down.  He said he struggled with how many of the foreclosures to put 
through and he feels they made a good decision putting some extra help over at the Sheriff’s 
department.  The group is hoping that the numbers will continue to go down.  He feels it is a 
positive step.   
 
Freeholder Lazzaro said they have been working with the Acting County Administrator on 
developing a job description for posting the Administrator’s position and are anticipating having 
it posted by the first or second week of June.  As soon as we have the Administrator’s code 
worked out so we will have a clear idea of what the job description will look like.  
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Rose to take a 2 minute recess at 6:37 PM; seconded by 
Freeholder Crabb and passed unanimously.  
 
Meeting came back to order at 6:42 PM 
 
10.   APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. RESOLUTION RE:  AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE  
  223-2016  ORDERS IN COMPLIANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 

ET SEQ. FOR VARIOUS SERVICES, WITH 
ACCUMULATED VALUE LESS THAN THE BID 
THRESHOLD, AS STATED BELOW 

 
 B. RESOLUTION RE:  AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR  



  224-2016  AND THE CLERK OF THE BOARD TO EXECUTE AN 
AGREEMENT WITH NJ TRANSIT FOR NJ JOB ACCESS 
AND REVERSE COMMUTE (NJ JARC SFY 17 & SFY 18) 
ROUND 3, FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2016 THROUGH 
JUNE 30, 2017; AND, ROUND 4, FOR THE PERIOD        
JULY 1, 2017 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2018 

 
 

C. RESOLUTION RE:  AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE 
225-2016                 OF NEW STORAGE AND FILING SYSTEM FOR THE  

                                          SUSSEX COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE RECORDS  
                                          CENTER 
 
D. RESOLUTION RE:  AUTHORIZING ENTRY INTO A PROFESSIONAL  
 226-2016  SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH STRATEGIC 

INSURANCE PARTNERS (SIP) TO PROVIDE BROKER 
SERVICES FOR HEALTH AND PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
INSURANCE PLANS WITHOUT COMPETITIVE BIDDING 
AS AN EXTRAORDINARY UNSPECIFIABLE SERVICE 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(m) 

 
 
E. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN SUSSEX  
 227-2016  COUNTY AND BENECARD SERVICES, INC. TO 

PROVIDE PRESCRIPTION BENEFIT ADMINISTRATION 
AND SERVICES FOR THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX 

 
F.   RESOLUTION RE:  AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE  
 228-2016  OF TWO (2) VEHICLES BY THE SUSSEX COUNTY 

OFFICE OF FLEET MANAGEMENT FOR THE DIVISION 
OF FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND FOR THE DIVISION 
OF SENIOR SERVICES 

 
G. RESOLUTION RE:  AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE  
 229-2016  OF THREE (3) VEHICLES BY THE SUSSEX COUNTY 

OFFICE OF FLEET MANAGEMENT FOR VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS 

 
The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Sussex has reviewed the Consent 
Agenda consisting of various proposed Resolutions and determined that adoption of 
the said Resolutions is in and will further the public interest.    
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Lazzaro to approve the Consent Agenda; seconded by 
Freeholder Rose  
 
Discussion 
 
Director Freeholder Graham asked Ron Tappan to explain why we were moving to SIP in the 
middle of the year. 
 
Ron Tappan said the Broker that was currently under the County’s Administration for the past 
two years fell under an indictment.   We immediately terminated that agreement with that Broker 
and then we went out to look for a Broker to provide Brokerage coverage for the remaining year. 
The person that was indicted his Book of Business was purchased by the Broker that we went 
with.  It was in our best interest to stay with them until we go out to bid.  
We will go out to bid again in the fourth quarter of this year. This also allowed us to put our 
benefit plan for our active members in the same cycle as our retiree benefits are in and this will 
give us more bargaining power at the end of year to put a larger volume percentage of our 
people in the bidding process for our prescriptions.   
 
County Counsel said this is an outcome of what was discussed in executive session at our last 
meeting.  The Board was presented with the facts and we said decisions were not going to be 
made at that time.  These are the decisions that followed that meeting.   
The other thing to point out is based on the reading of the public document, which is the 
indictment; it has led to an audit of our own records which are audited monthly. When you read 
the indictment it is very unique to the defendant’s specific position in Morris County as a member 
of the Board of Education so it would be unlikely that the alleged crime in an indictment could 
have been perpetuated anywhere else so that kind of allays things that may have impacted the 
County.  The Board has authorized us to hire an auditor to ensure that is not the case.   



 
Freeholder Graham said this was discovered by our Purchasing Department.  
 
On Roll call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Director Freeholder Graham Yes 
 
 
11. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
    Regular Meeting – April 27, 2016 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to approve the minutes from the regular Meeting on 
April 27, 2016; seconded by Freeholder Lazzaro and passed unanimously.  
 
 
12. APPOINTMENTS AND/OR RESIGNATIONS 
 
 A.  Appointments 
 

 1.  RESOLUTION RE:   REAPPOINTMENT OF KATHLEEN BAKLARZ AS A 
 230-2016                       MEMBER OF THE SUSSEX COUNTY DISABILITY  
                                                 SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR A TERM OF  
                                                 THREE (3) YEARS. TERM TO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY  
                                                 AND EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2018 

 
 2.  RESOLUTION RE:   APPOINTMENT OF PAMELA WHITEMAN AS A  
 231-2016                       MEMBER OF THE SUSSEX COUNTY DISABILITY  
                                                 SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR A TERM OF 
                                                 THREE (3) YEARS. TERM TO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY  
                                                 AND EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2018 
 

2. RESOLUTION RE:  APPOINTMENT OF RHONDA A. IWANSKI 
232-2016   (Female,Consumer) AS A MEMBER OF THE 

SUSSEX  COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES 
ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR A TERM OF THREE (3) 
YEARS.  TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2018 

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to approve the appointments; seconded by Freeholder  
Rose  
 
On Roll Call the Vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Director Freeholder Graham Yes 
 
 
13. RESOLUTION 
 
          A.      RESOLUTION RE:    PROVIDING TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CR 517 IN  
 233-2016    OGDENSBURG BOROUGH 
 

B.     RESOLUTION RE:  PROVIDING TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CR 517 AND 
234-2016                           CR 613 IN ANDOVER TOWNSHIP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C.     RESOLUTION RE:    AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX TO ENTER  
235-2016   INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR A 
PERMANENT LICENSE TO RETAIN APPURTENANCES 



AND PERFORM MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES FOR 
BRIDGE C-17 ON PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
“LACKAWANNA CUTOFF” IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 ET SEQ. 

 
D.     RESOLUTION RE:    AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX TO ENTER 
236-2016   INTO AN ACCESS AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW 

JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 
TEMPORARY ACCESS TO PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
“LACKAWANNA CUTOFF” FOR THE 
RECONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGE C-17 IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 
40A:65-1 ET SEQ. 

 
 E. RESOLUTION RE:  AMENDING DIRECTOR’S APPOINTMENTS FOR  
 237-2016   VARIOUS DEPARTMENT LIAISONS AND COMMITTEES 

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2016 
 
F. RESOLUTION RE:  AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR TO  
238-2016   EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE GRANT 

APPLICATION FOR A PROJECT UNDER THE 2015 
EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE 
GRANT, (JAG), FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF  $3,700.00 
FOR THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER 1, 2015 THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2016 

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Rose to adopt the Resolutions; seconded by Freeholder  
Crabb and passed unanimously.  
 
Discussion 
 
Freeholder Graham said Resolution F it is not for expenditure of money it was to change   
language in an existing resolution already provided.  
  
 
14. AWARDS OF CONTRACTS/CHANGE ORDERS/BIDS 
 
  
15. FINANCIAL 
 
  A. RESOLUTION RE: PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 239-2016 
 
 
 MOTION made by Freeholder Lazzaro to adopt the resolution; seconded Freeholder Crabb  
 
On Roll call the vote was  
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro   Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 
 
 

B. RESOLUTION RE:  AMENDING THE 2016 CAPITAL BUDGET 
240-2016 
     

MOTION made by Freeholder Rose to adopt the 2016 Capital Budget; seconded by  
Freeholder Crabb 
 
Discussion 
 
Freeholder Rose said there were many changes in this.  The $3.1 million to $3.2 million and  
the $2.9 million to the $3.047 million and then all the changes that flow from those calculations. 
 
On Roll call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro  Yes 



Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 

 
  
 C. 
             

          
INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING – BOND ORDINANCE 
241-2016 
 
MOTION to adopt this Bond Ordinance on first reading made by Freeholder Lazzaro; 
seconded by Freeholder Rose 
 
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM OF THE MORRIS 
COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY, BY AND IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “COUNTY”); APPROPRIATING $3,200,000 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $3,047,619 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE COUNTY TO FINANCE A PORTION OF THE COST THEREOF 
 
Discussion 
 
Freeholder Rose said this was the loan that was taken from Mastec which expired on 
June 1, 2016.  This will provide the funding for this into the future at a reasonable 
interest rate.  
 
On Roll Call the vote was 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Lazzaro  Yes 
Freeholder Rose   Yes 
Freeholder Director Graham Yes 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Bond Ordinance as introduced for first 
reading, and also post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County 
Administrative Center, together with Notice of Public Hearing stating that a hearing will 
be held on May 25, 2016 at 6:00 pm prior to final adoption of this Bond Ordinance 
made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.  
 

16. PERSONNEL 
 

A. Personnel Agenda   
 

MOTION to approve the Personnel Agenda made by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by 
Freeholder Lazzaro and passed unanimously.  
 
17. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT  

 
A. Other   

 
Ron Tappan said he had a very productive meeting this week out at Frankford in regards to a 
couple of meetings ago there were comments made on Health Department fees at the Farm 
and Horse show and how the County Health Department and the Frankford Health Department 
interacted permitted and licensing.  There were a very large group of people that came together 
and once we got the understanding of the process, everybody understood the process.  It 
became much clearer how there was some duplication in that process.  There were some 
comments that it looked like the County was double dipping and in fact when we all came 
together it was discovered that the County had not received any fees in the matter.  Going 
forward, we are not going to do anything differently in this round of the fair because we are 
already into it.  Both the County Health Department and the Frankford Health Department have 
agreed to merge their application process into one application and it will be served at Frankford. 
This will start next year.   
 
Freeholder Lazzaro asked is it fair to say that Mr. Larsen’s concerns have been addressed and 
are resolved completely? 
 
Mr. Tappan said yes, absolutely.   
 



Mr. Tappan said I wanted to mention Lisa Lombardo who works in the document reproduction 
center.  She is the one who reproduces all the documents for the county.  Earlier in the year, 
she got with the County Clerk and he makes a contact directory for the County and Lisa said 
she can do that internally and she saved the Clerk about $1500.  She also did the same thing 
with the voters with Marge McCabe and she took the rooster books and voting slips and she did 
it internally and that will save Marge about $10,000.  That happened because a County 
employee took the initiative to do something differently.   
 
18.   COUNTY COUNSEL  
 

A. Capital Projects 
 

B. Litigation 
 

C. Contract 
 

 D. Other Matters  
 
John Williams said that the documents that are on the website will give you a good overview if 
you want to know how it works in particular the Arbitrators Decision from the beginning.   
He said there are three issues with Mastec right now.  The payment of the bridge loan, there is 
also monies that go back to the beginning of the settlement, then some fees that Mastec paid 
that we are shifting over.  Those are some good items in regards to transparency.   
 
Mr. Williams said at the last meeting he had indicated the significant amount of documents that 
he was asked for from Matt Boxer’s office.  We have put that together and he is also beginning 
interviews with County personnel for some foundational information and experience to share 
with the solar project.   
 
With regard to OPRA, we are a nation of laws, we are a state of laws and we are a county of 
laws.  Those laws set forth the principals that govern behavior, set standards, resolve disputes.   
There are laws to what is discoverable to the public and what not should be public because it 
protects individuals and individuals of this Board as it performs it business for the public.  This 
Board does not make decisions about the OPRA law.  It follows the OPRA law and it directs me 
as County Counsel to follow the OPRA law.  We apply the standards; and decisions are made 
and anyone is entitled to disagree with that.  The law was designed to protect all the interests 
involved and all facets of the public.   
 
With regard to Criminal Justice Reform, initially called Bail Reform, but more accurately called 
Criminal Justice Reform because it is a lot more about bail standards changing or us deciding 
whether a person is a risk of flight but now the courts can access that person whether they are a 
risk of re-offense or a danger to the community.  The Criminal Justice Reform is much broader 
and if you are interested you can find the presentation on the website and listen to it by the 
prosecutor some time ago.  I wanted to bring it to the Board’s attention because the NJ 
Association of Counties has been working with some of the issues of offsetting costs that are 
coming upon the County and this is a huge part of the budget.  Prosecutor’s and Sheriff’s office 
has already expended money to build additional facilities ;but, however you feel about it whether 
it is good or bad the discussions are all referencing everything but paying for it. 
This is coming very much to the attention of the treasury department.  The NJ Association of 
Counties is trying to come up with ways on reducing fees on the counties.  Some of the ideas 
are maybe taking out the weekend court, video conferencing, extending it to 2018.  Ron Tappan 
and I will bring it to your attention.  
 
Freeholder Graham said we are a small county and sometimes we are understaffed in getting 
somethings done.  The County Counsel is one of those departments that is understaffed and on 
any given day Mr. Williams can be working on A and all of a sudden B, C and Q comes up, 
same as the Treasury department and Administrator.  Please bear with us.   
 
19. UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
 
20. NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
 
21. PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR 
 

Please Note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 5 minutes or less. 
Please state your name, spell your last name, and state your municipal    

 Residency 
 



MOTION made at 7:05 to open the floor to the public by Freeholder Crabb; seconded by 
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously. 
 
Comment from Glen Hull 
   
Mr. Hull said he apologized if I was too strong.  I can understand how the solar can be very 
frustrating.  It is so complexed and very criminal in my opinion.  Mr. Hull spoke about the 
investigation that he experienced that he has brought up to the Board before.  He said it has 
been covered up by the Republican Party.  
 
Comment from Tom Clark 
 
Mr. Clark said solar is not easy to understand and the public just wants the facts.  
 
 
MOTION made at 7:14 PM by Freeholder Rose to close the floor to the public; seconded by 
Freeholder Lazzaro and passed unanimously.  
 
22. EXECUTIVE SESSION – (Closed Session – If Applicable) 
 
No executive Session this evening.  
 
RESOLUTION RE:  PROVIDING FOR AN EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION NOT 

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE                                    
PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 ET SEQ. 

 
WHEREAS, the subject matter(s) about to be discussed may be excluded from the 

public portion of the meeting by Resolution of the Board of Chosen Freeholders as an  
exception to the “Open Public Meetings Act” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b); and  

 
WHEREAS,  it appears necessary for the Board of Chosen Freeholders to discuss 

 such matter(s) in Executive Session. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Chosen Freeholders of 

 the County of Sussex, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and 
 N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 that the Board at this time enters into an Executive Session from  
which the public shall be excluded; and  
 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the general nature of the subject(s) to be 
 discussed relate to the following item(s) authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) as designated  
below:  

_______ (1) Matters Required by Law to be Confidential: 
 
 
_______ (2) Matters Where the Release of Information Would Impair the 

    Right to Receive Funds: 
 

_______ (3) Matters Involving Individual Privacy: 
 
_______ (4) Matters Relating to Collective Bargaining Agreements: 
 
_______ (5) Matters Relating to the Purchase, Lease of Acquisition of Real 

    Property or the Investment of Public Funds: 
 
_______ (6) Matters Relating to Public Safety and Property: 
 
_______ (7) Matters Relating to Litigation, Negotiations and the Attorney 

    Client Privilege:  
 
_______ (8) Matters Relating to the Employment Relationship: 
    
______   (9)  Matters Relating to the Potential Imposition of a Penalty:  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the deliberations conducted in closed session  
may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Sussex County Board  
of Chosen Freeholders or provided by law that the public interest will no longer be 
served by such confidentiality; and 



 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon completion of the business for which the  
Board has entered into the Executive Session, the Board shall reconvene and resume 
its meeting open to the public.  
 

23.  REMINDERS  
   
   Wednesday       May 25, 2016          Regular Meeting – 6:00 PM 
 
24. ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION made at 7:15 PM by Freeholder Crabb to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Freeholder Rose and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 
              
         Catherine M. Williams 
         Clerk of the Board 
 
DATED:  May 11, 2016 


