
REGULAR MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2009 
5:00 PM 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Item 
  
 1.   CALL TO ORDER BY DIRECTOR at 5:02 p.m. 
 
 2.   ROLL CALL:  Freeholder Crabb; Freeholder Parrott; Freeholder  Wirths;  

                    Freeholder Zellman; Freeholder Director  Vetrano; Dennis   
                        McConnell, County Counsel; John Eskilson, County 
Administrator;             Diane Eakman, Deputy Clerk 

 
 3.   MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 4.   PUBLIC STATEMENT          
                                     

"Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 Adequate Notice 
as defined by Section 3D of Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, has been made by regular mail, 
such notice being submitted on January 5, 2009 from the Administrative Center of the 
County of Sussex, located at One Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey to the following:  

 
  New Jersey Herald    WSUS Radio 
  New Jersey Sunday Herald   WNNJ Radio 
  The Daily Record         Star Ledger 

 
and is also posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Administrative Center for 
public announcements and has been submitted to the Sussex County Clerk in 
compliance with said Act." 
 

 5. PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
There were no Public Hearings. 
  
  6. PROCLAMATIONS/CERTIFICATES/PRESENTATIONS 
 
 A. Proclamations and Certificates 
   

1. Proclamation in recognition of Les Guthrie attaining the rank of Eagle    
Scout. 

  471-2009 
 
  2. Proclamation in recognition of Thomas J. Peterson, Jr., attaining the rank 

of Eagle Scout. 
  472-2009 
 
  3.  Certificate for Eileen Francis in recognition of being chosen Sussex 

County “Senior of the Year” for 2009.  
  473-2009 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Wirths to approve these Proclamations and this Certificate, 
seconded by Freeholder Zellman and passed unanimously.  
   
 B. Presentation 
 

1. Certificate for the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary in recognition of 
celebrating 70 years of exemplary service to the United States Coast 
Guard and the boating public and acknowledging the newly established 
presence of The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 10-07, 
Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey.  

 
Certificate was previously approved at the July 22, 2009 Freeholder Meeting. 
 



Freeholder Parrott presented Arlene Petronaci of Flotilla 10-07, with the Certificate of 
Recognition; Ms. Petronaci gave a brief comment about Flotilla 10-07 and the various duties 
it performed. 
 
The Board thanked Ms.Petronaci for accepting the Certificate and for her work with Flotilla 
10-07. 
  
  7.   PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR  
 (Please note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 10 minutes or less) 
 
MOTION made at 5:10 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to open the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Zellman and passed unanimously.   
 
Comments on Flow Control Resolution 
 
Jason Doyle, Franklin Borough, came forward; he said he was Franklin Borough’s 
representative on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee and he wanted to discuss the 
Resolution about implementing flow control to the County Waste Management Plan; Mr. 
Doyle stated that Franklin Borough had already forwarded a Resolution to the Freeholder 
Board supporting the decision to implement flow control in the County; he said that the Solid 
Waste Advisory Committee felt that it was a sound financial move to keep the Landfill 
profitable to make the necessary bond payments; Mr. Doyle said that he realized these were 
difficult financial times and passing along the expense to the consumers of various garbage 
haulers, public and private, will probably not have a lot of support; but in the long run to make 
up for the amount of tonnage lost over the past few months, it is felt this is a good move. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Doyle for his comments. 
 
MOTION made at 5:14 p.m. by Freeholder Wirths to close the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Parrott and passed unanimously.   
 
  8.   APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. RESOLUTION RE: PAYMENT OF BILLS FOR AUGUST 12, 2009 
  474-2009  AUTHORIZED ON JANUARY 2, 2009 
 
 B. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR 
  475-2009  AND BOARD CLERK TO EXECUTE AN APPLICATION 

FOR STATE AID UNDER THE NJDOT FY2010 LOCAL 
BRIDGES, FUTURE NEEDS PROGRAM FOR THE 
REHABILITATION OF COUNTY ROUTE 607 BRIDGE K-
03 OVER THE RIVER STYX IN THE BOROUGH OF 
HOPATCONG IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000,000.00 WITH 
$200,000.00 AS COUNTY SHARE 

 
 C. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR 
  476-2009  AND BOARD CLERK TO EXECUTE AN APPLICATION 

FOR STATE AID UNDER THE NJDOT FY2010 LOCAL 
BRIDGES, FUTURE NEEDS PROGRAM FOR THE 
REHABILITATION OF COUNTY ROUTE 631 BRIDGE E-
06 OVER THE WALLKILL RIVER IN THE BOROUGH OF 
FRANKLIN IN THE AMOUNT OF $580,000.00  

 
 D. RESOLUTION RE: ACCEPTANCE OF A GRANT FROM THE HIGHLANDS 
  477-2009  COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE – 

AGRITOURISM PHASE TWO (Resolution authorizes the 
acceptance of $50,000.00) 

 
 E. RESOLUTION RE: ACCEPTANCE OF A GRANT FROM THE HIGHLANDS 
  478-2009  COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE – 

COMMERCIAL KITCHEN PHASE TWO (Resolution 
authorizes the acceptance of $15,000.00) 

 
 



 F. RESOLUTION RE: RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF 
  479-2009  ANY SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 2009 

BUDGET OF THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX RELATING TO 
THE HIGHLANDS COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE – COMMERCIAL KITCHEN PHASE TWO 
FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $15,000.00 

 
 G. RESOLUTION RE: RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF 
  480-2009  ANY SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 2009 

BUDGET OF THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX RELATING TO 
THE SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE – AGRITOURISM 
PHASE TWO FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $50,000.00 

 
 H. RESOLUTION RE: RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF 
  481-2009  ANY SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 2009 

BUDGET OF THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX RELATING TO 
THE 2009 AREA PLAN ALLOCATION, MID-YEAR 
ALLOCATION OF AREA PLAN FOR AN ADDITIONAL 
AMOUNT OF $253,235.00 

 
 I. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE 
  482-2009  ORDERS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A.19:44A-

20.4 ET SEQ. FOR VARIOUS SERVICES WITH 
ACCUMULATED VALUE LESS THAN THE BID 
THRESHOLD, AS STATED BELOW (Resolution authorizes 
purchase orders for Flint Trading, Inc.) 

 
 J. RESOLUTION RE: TO AMEND THE HEALTH SERVICES GRANT 
  483-2009  AGREEMENT #09-1394-AAA-C-2, MODIFICATION #1 

WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND SENIOR SERVICES, DIVISION OF AGING AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES (Resolution authorizes this 
amendment to have Federal funds transferred between 
Title III-C1 and Title III-C2 in the amount of $17,853.00 and 
to have Federal and State funds adjusted for Administration 
in the amount of $31,587.00 from Title IIIB, $2,000.00 from 
Title III-C1, $3,000.00 from Title III-C2, $4,298.00 from Title 
III E, $920.00 from SHTP funds and $1,319.00 from SSBG 
funds) 

 
 K. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE BOARD OF CHOSEN 
  484-2009  FREEHOLDERS TO ENDORSE A MODIFICATION 

ALLOWING FOR A NO COST TIME EXTENSION UNTIL 
MARCH 31, 2009 FOR THE VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT 
(VOCA) GRANT, V-32-06 (Resolution authorizes this no-
cost time extension because all the funds have not been 
expended and are sufficient to cover program expenses 
until March 31, 2009) 

 
 L. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE BOARD OF CHOSEN 
  485-2009  FREEHOLDERS TO ENDORSE A MODIFICATION 

ALLOWING FOR THE GRANT PERIOD FOR VICTIMS OF 
CRIME ACT (VOCA) GRANT V-28-07 TO BE CHANGED 
TO APRIL 1, 2009 TO MARCH 31, 2010 (Resolution 
authorizes this Modification because Grant No. V-32-06’s 
Grant period was extended until March 31, 2009; as a 
result this Grant period is being modified to run from April 
1, 2009 to March 31, 2010)  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 M. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR 
  486-2009  TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT FUNDING IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $210,000.00 FROM THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
CHIPRA GRANT PROGRAM FOR OUTREACH AND 
ENROLLMENT GRANT #HHS-2009-CMS-CHIPRA-0008 
FOR THE TWO YEAR PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2009 
TO SEPTEMBER 29, 2011 

 
 N. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX TO ENTER 
  487-2009  INTO A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE 

TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON FOR THE INSTALLATION 
AND MAINTENANCE OF A TRAFFIC SIGN AND 
WARNING BEACON TO PROVIDE ADVANCED 
WARNING FOR THE SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP FIRE 
STATION LOCATED ALONG COUNTY ROUTE 560 

 
 O. RESOLUTION RE: CLARIFYING THE AUTHORITY AND OPERATION OF 
  488-2009  THE BID PROPOSAL COMMITTEE AND PURCHASING 

AGENT AS ADMINISTRATOR TO THE COUNTY BID 
PROCESS (Resolution authorizes that the limitation of 
$500,000.00 be removed and allows the Purchasing Agent 
and the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders to open 
all bids) 

 
 P. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE COUNTY’S 
  489-2009  INTEREST IN A CERTAIN CONTRACT OF SALE 

BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND THE 
ROLLING GREENS GOLF CLUB, INC., TO THE 
TOWNSHIP OF ANDOVER  

 
The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Sussex has reviewed the Consent 
Agenda consisting of various proposed Resolutions and determined that adoption of 
the said Resolutions is in and will further the public interest.     
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Parrott to approve the Financial Consent Agenda, seconded 
by Freeholder Zellman. 
 
Resolution 8. P. 
 
Freeholder Parrott asked if Andover was actively seeking Open Space but using its own 
Open Space funds to purchase it. 
 
Mr. Eskilson explained that in the past, the County would provide Open Space funds to 
municipalities based on applications and the Open Space Committee’s recommendations, but 
take no interest in the property; approximately one year ago, the County was instructed by 
Green Acres that in order to comply with Green Acres’ guidelines and rules, that the County 
actually had to take an ownership interest in the lands that were involved with the purchase of 
these properties with the County’s Open Space funds; Mr. Eskilson said that the County did 
not have any interest in taking an interest in the property; the work around this is to take an 
interest and convey the land back to the municipality. 
 
Resolution 8. B. 
 
Freeholder Zellman asked if this included the water line. 
 
Mr. Eskilson replied that this was for the sub-surface bridge pilings; he added that within the 
last month or two divers had been in the water checking the pilings; Mr. Eskilson said that 
while the pilings are safe, they are certainly in need of repair; there is rusting and 
deterioration; with the money being available through the State, County Engineering staff is 
recommending that an application be made to obtain funds to do this work on the pilings. 
 
 
 



Resolution 8. M. 
 
Freeholder Zellman referred to Resolution 8. M., saying that it referred to “apply and accept’, 
and asked if the County was anticipating receiving this funding. 
 
Mr. Eskilson said no, this was only to reduce future paperwork. 
 
Freeholder Zellman confirmed that if the County does receive this funding then the Board 
would not have to vote to accept the funding; Mr. Eskilson replied that this was correct; this 
funding would offset costs of existing staff to seek out eligible families for this program. 
 
Resolution 8. O. 
 
Freeholder Zellman asked if Tom Gildersleeve and Elaine Morgan were the Bid Committee. 
 
Mr. Eskilson explained that in past years there were many staff involved in opening bids and 
this was unnecessary; this allows Tom Gildersleeve and Elaine Morgan to open the bids and 
the limitation of $500,000.00 would be removed; he added that most places open bids with a 
Clerk and a Purchasing Agent and then go to the appropriate staff for the actual review of the 
bids. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes 
 
9. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  Regular Meeting July 22, 2009 
 
      Release of Executive Session Minutes 
      Regular Meeting May 13, 2009 
      A Portion of Regular Meeting May 27, 2009  
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Zellman to approve and release these Minutes, seconded by 
Freeholder Wirths.     
 
Comment from Freeholder Zellman 
 
Freeholder Zellman referred to Page 9, number 20, and her comments regarding the Mobility 
Institute; she said that this was more than a meeting; she elaborated that it was a four day 
conference in Washington, DC on a scholarship through Easter Seals; she added that only 17 
communities throughout the United States were awarded this opportunity. 
 
Clarification by Freeholder Wirths 
 
Freeholder Wirths referred to Page 10 and his comments regarding the demolition of the 
buildings on Route 23 in Sussex Borough; he clarified that he meant to say that they were 
doing an artifact dig before the fourth building was demolished, and that he had no idea what 
they had found. 
 
The Motion was passed unanimously with the comments as noted above. 
    
10. APPOINTMENTS AND/OR RESIGNATIONS 
 
 A. Resignations 
 
  1. Letter received from William Truran resigning as a member of the Board 

of Commissioners of the Sussex County Municipal Utilities Authority 
effective August 31, 2009.  

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Wirths to accept this resignation, seconded by Freeholder 
Zellman and passed unanimously. 



 
 B. Appointments 
 
  1. RESOLUTION RE: APPOINTMENT OF WAYNE A. RING AS A 
   490-2009  MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE SUSSEX COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
AUTHORITY TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF 
WILLIAM TRURAN; SAID TERM TO BE 
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 AND EXPIRE 
JANUARY 31, 2014  

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Freeholder 
Parrott. 
 
Comment on Resolution 10.B.1. 
 
Freeholder Wirths noted that Mr. Truran was originally appointed to represent Sparta 
Township; Mr. Truran moved to Hardyston Township and there were then two 
Commissioners from Hardyston; Freeholder Wirths said that with the appointment of Mr. 
Ring, Sparta Township would now be represented on the Board of Commissioners. 
 
The Motion passed unanimously. 
 
11. RESOLUTIONS  
 
 A. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR ADOPTION OF THE SUSSEX 
  491-2009  COUNTY ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN  
 
 B. RESOLUTION RE: URGING THE NEW JERSEY SENATE TO PASS SENATE 
  492-2009  BILL 2985 AND THE NEW JERSEY ASSEMBLY TO 

INTRODUCE AND PASS A COMPANION BILL 
 
 C. RESOLUTION RE: TO ACCEPT RECEIPT OF TWO MASS CARE TRAILERS 
  493-2009  FROM THE NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY AND PREPAREDNESS IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES UNDER THE FY ’07 URBAN AREA SECURITY 
INITIATIVE GRANT PROGRAM (Resolution authorizes the 
County Administrator to accept the trailers and to execute 
the Agreement) 

 
 D. RESOLUTION RE: RESOLUTION REQUIRED BY SMALL CITIES PROGRAM 
  494-2009  SETTING FORTH EFFORTS TO FURTHER FAIR 

HOUSING AND REAPPOINTMENT OF ERIC K. SNYDER 
AS FAIR HOUSING OFFICER   

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Parrott to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Zellman.  
 
Resolution 11.C. 
 
Freeholder Parrott asked Mr. Eskilson where the trailers would be housed. 
 
Mr. Eskilson replied that ultimately, the trailers would be housed at the Andover Camp with 
the rest of the equipment; once the move is made to Wheatsworth Road, the plan is to utilize 
that facility largely for storage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Resolution 11.B. 
 
Mr. Eskilson said that Senate Bill 2985 would preserve the status quo of the current 
Wastewater Management Plan across the State; he added that there was no companion Bill 
in the Assembly right now; Mr. Eskilson said that this could be very important to some 
projects in Sussex County; it would keep the projects at the status as of the current 
Wastewater Management Plan, not the revised Wastewater Management Plan as per the 
new DEP regulations. 
 
The Motion passed unanimously. 

 
E. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--  
INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING – RESOLUTION 
 
RESOLUTION RE: SOLID WASTE DISTRICT PLAN AMENDMENT TO REINSTITUTE 
495-2009  SOLID WASTE FLOW CONTROL 
 
MOTION to adopt this Resolution on first reading made by Freeholder Crabb, seconded 
by Freeholder Zellman. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes   
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Resolution as introduced for first 
reading, and also post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County 
Administrative Center, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating that a hearing 
will be held on September 9, 2009 at 5:00 pm prior to final adoption of this Resolution 
made by Freeholder Crabb, seconded by Freeholder Wirths and passed unanimously.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
12. AWARDS OF CONTRACTS/CHANGE ORDERS/BIDS 
 
 A. Awards of Contract 
 
  1. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ENTRY INTO A 
   496-2009  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 

PARETTE SOMJEN ARCHITECTS, LLC FOR THE 
PROVIDING OF ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING 
EXTERIOR FREEZER AT THE SUSSEX COUNTY 
JAIL AS A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE PURSUANT 
TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) (Resolution authorizes 
this Agreement in the amount not to exceed 
$11,500.00) 

 
  2. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ENTRY INTO A 
   497-2009  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 

PRINCETON ENGINEERING GROUP, LLC FOR 
THE PROVIDING OF ENGINEERING DESIGN 
SERVICES RELATED TO THE ELECTRICAL 
STUDY AT THE SUSSEX WANTAGE LIBRARY AS 
A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE PURSUANT TO 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) (Resolution authorizes this 
Agreement in the amount not to exceed $8,200.00) 

 
 



 
  3. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ENTRY INTO A 
   498-2009  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 

ARCARI & IOVINO ARCHITECTS, P.C. FOR THE 
PROVIDING OF ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 
FOR SUSSEX COUNTY’S MAIN LIBRARY 
BUILDING AS A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) 
(Resolution authorizes this Agreement in the amount 
not to exceed $12,500.00) 

 
  4. RESOLUTION RE: AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
   499-2009  LEGAL SERVICES IN THE AMERIPAY 

BANKRUPTCY CASE TO CATHERINE E. 
YOUNGMAN, ESQ., OF THE LAW FIRM OF 
FEITLIN, YOUNGMAN, KARAS & YOUNGMAN, 
L.L.C. (Resolution awards this Contract in the 
amount not to exceed $17,500.00)  

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Parrott to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Zellman and passed unanimously. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes   
 
13. FINANCIAL  
 

A. RESOLUTION RE: EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR PAYROLL  
 Pulled from  OBLIGATIONS FOR FEDERAL AND STATE TAX  
 Agenda  DEPOSITS  
 

 Resolution 13.A. 
 
Mr. Eskilson said that it was likely that this Resolution would be on for the first meeting in 
September, in addition to an application to appear before the Local Finance Board at its 
October meeting. 

 
14. PERSONNEL 
 

A. Personnel Agenda  
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Wirths to approve the Personnel Agenda in accordance with 
the County Administrator’s recommendations, seconded by Freeholder Crabb and approved 
unanimously.          

 
15. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT  

 
A. Other  

 
Mr. Eskilson stated that he did not have a report at this time. 

 
16.   COUNTY COUNSEL  
 

A. Capital Projects 
B. Litigation 
C. Contracts 

 D. Other Matters  
 
Mr. McConnell stated that he did not have a report at this time. 



  
17. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
There was no Unfinished Business. 
 
18. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Approval to send Letter of Recommendation for Reverend Ernest M. Kosa. 
 
 B. Approval to send Letter of Support for Lake Hopatcong Commission’s proposal 

to Design and Implement Additional Stormwater Projects to Reduce the 
Phosphorus and Other Pollutant Loads entering Lake Hopatcong. 

 
 C. Approval to send Letter of Support for Project Self-Sufficiency’s application for 

Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention (CBCAP) grant funding.  
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Zellman to approve this Letter of Recommendation and these 
Letters of Support, seconded by Freeholder Wirths and passed unanimously. 
  
19. PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR 
 (Please note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 10 minutes or less)  
 
MOTION made at 5:35 p.m. by Freeholder Wirths to open the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Parrott and passed unanimously.   
 
Comment regarding Board of Commissioners, Sussex County Municipal Utilities 
Authority 
 
Ms. Daryl Savage, Sparta Township, came forward; she asked if the position of 
Commissioner on the Board of Commissioners for the Sussex County Municipal Utilities 
Authority was a paid position. 
 
Freeholder Vetrano replied that it was a paid position and it was $3,700.00 per year. 
 
Agricultural Tourism Grants 
 
Ms. Savage referred to the grants for agricultural tourism and asked if these were three 
separate grants. 
 
Mr. Eskilson replied no, this was actually a process issue; the first $50,000.00 is accepting 
the Highlands Tourism promotion grant; the second appearance of $50,000.00 is a technical 
move to insert it into the budget; a separate Resolution inserts the funds into the budget so 
there is a line item in the budget to charge against; this is called a Chapter 159 and is a 
requirement of the State Division of Community Affairs; when a grant is received after the 
budget has been adopted, there has to be a mechanism by which the entity can draw against 
the funds.  
 
Mr. Eskilson said that the $15,000.00 was for the commercial kitchen; this amount is for the 
rent and the staffing, largely by Sussex County Technical School staff, of the kitchen for the 
local farmers to utilize for their value added products; this is the same situation; a $15,000.00 
grant Resolution and a Chapter 159 to insert the funds into the budget so the County can 
draw against it. 
 
Ms. Savage asked how something like the $50,000.000 grant would be used to promote 
agricultural tourism. 
  
Mr. Eskilson replied that the County has done everything from studies on the types of 
marketing that could be done to producing brochures, etc. 
  
Freeholder Vetrano added that this funding was not only for Sussex County; Sussex County 
was the lead County; it also includes Hunterdon and Warren Counties. 
 
MOTION made at 5:38 p.m. by Freeholder Parrott to close the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Crabb and passed unanimously.   



 
20. FREEHOLDERS’ COMMENTS   
 
Shared Services 
 
Freeholder Crabb reported that the Frankford Board of Education was now going to purchase 
its fuel through the County’s gas suppliers which will save the Board of Education 
approximately $3,000.00 per year to begin with; the Kittatinny Board of Education is 
considering the same. 
 
Freeholder Crabb said that efforts are ongoing to find the best combination of energy co-ops 
or ways to save on energy costs. 
 
Evening road construction project 
 
Freeholder Crabb discussed the evening road construction project being done in the Route 
15/CR 517 area; he said the construction work was still going on at 7:00 p.m., and traffic was 
backed up; Freeholder Crabb said that he understood that it was stimulus money and that it 
was great to utilize it, but if you went down Route 15 or Route 23, they would not be shutting 
down lanes during the rush hour periods; he said that he was suggesting that when 
permission was given for the work, that consideration be given to the location of the project. 
 
Mr. Eskilson said that he did pass this issue along to Engineering and it was being reviewed; 
he added that at this point he was suggesting that any type of across the board policy not be 
done because of the potential impact, particularly on municipal government where often it is 
utility work being done and the cost factor is critical; Mr. Eskilson said that a review was being 
done to perhaps analyze the intersections and crossroads on a case by case basis to put 
some sort of conditions in the Road Opening Permit issued by Engineering; this would be 
discussed with County Counsel to insure that the County had the administrative unilateral 
authority to do so. 
 
Freeholder Wirths added that the mills are going 24 hours, 5 days a week minimum; paving 
will be done at 2:00 and 3:00 in the morning because stimulus dollars have to be spent by a 
certain date; he said when the asphalt was ready for a project, it had to be spread. 
 
Budget Meeting 
 
Freeholder Wirths stated that a lengthy Budget Meeting was held on August 18, 2009; he 
said they brought in everybody from fleet control to lighting control to all of the major people 
in the County; he said that this budget was going to be tougher than the 2009 budget, adding 
that there will be services that will have to be scaled back and some things that will probably 
have to be closed; Freeholder Wirths said that the County was not expecting any new growth 
and of course, as Freeholders, the only revenue the County had was new assessments; he 
said that he was not advocating for that; the County did not have a sales tax and very little 
fees come from the County Clerk; the Budget Committee will reconvene in two to three 
weeks at the most; there are some major things that have to come to the Board very quickly. 
 
Mr. Eskilson that there was a major proposal on the Juvenile Detention Center with an 
alternative that is in development and extremely interesting. 
 
Freeholder Wirths added that other major shared services were being looked at and he felt 
the entire government had to continue in that direction. 
 
Flu vaccines 
 
Freeholder Parrott said that the Department of Environmental and Public Health Services was 
in good shape with the seasonal flu vaccines.    
 
County budget 
 
Freeholder Parrott said that this was his second year on the Budget Committee and it was an 
eye opening process each time; every single line item on the budget is reviewed; Freeholder 
Parrott said that some services will have to be very closely looked at with regard to response 
to the public and the need. 



 
Senior of the Year Award 
 
Freeholder Parrott said that he attended the Senior of the Year event at Senior Day at the 
New Jersey State Fair/Sussex County Farm and Horse Show; he said that unfortunately, the 
recipient of the award was not present to accept the award. 
 
Liaison Meeting the Department of Human Services 
 
Freeholder Zellman said that the liaison meeting with the Department of Human Services was 
in two weeks and she would provide an update at the next meeting. 
 
Six County Coalition Meeting 
 
Freeholder Zellman reminded everyone that the next Six County Coalition Meeting was 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, 2009, at the Atlantic Health Jets Training Facility. 
 
Senior of the Year Award 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that the last couple of years when this award was presented, the 
Division of Senior Services invited all nominees to attend the event, keeping everyone in 
suspense as to who has won; the theory is to get a lot of people to attend the event; in reality, 
it creates a very uncomfortable and disappointing situation for many of the seniors; 
Freeholder Vetrano said that he felt the Board should send direction or speak to Mary Lou 
Schnurr regarding changing the procedure; he said that one person should be selected and 
informed so that person could bring their family; Freeholder Vetrano said there were people 
in attendance who were excited thinking that they were going to be chosen, and then the 
person who was chosen did not even show up. 
 
Mr. Eskilson said that he would speak with Mary Lou Schnurr regarding changing the 
manner in which the name of the recipient of the “Senior of the Year” award is 
disclosed at “Senior Day” held during the NJ State Fair/Farm & Horse Show.  
 
Liaison meeting with the Department of Engineering & Planning 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that he was happy to report that the work and direction that takes 
place in the Department of Engineering & Planning on a day to day basis has drastically 
changed from what it was; he credited Walter Cramp for this change, adding that Mr. Cramp 
was extremely aggressive and his approach to maintaining many of the County’s bridges is 
something that the State has bought into; he felt the County made a wise choice on 
appointing Mr. Cramp as County Engineer. 
 
Central 9-1-1 Dispatching Facility 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that he went with Keith Armstrong to look at the Warren County 
Central 9-1-1 Dispatching Facility; he said that they have been taking some of the key 
persons from some of the municipalities to tour the facility; there is also another facility in 
Orange County that will be visited; the Orange County facility is a much newer facility; 
Freeholder Vetrano said that if there is one particular service that will have a tremendous 
financial impact on the municipalities, it is the central 9-1-1 dispatching; Freeholder Vetrano 
said that dates to tour the facilities would be set up and he invited the Board to participate; he 
said that it would be helpful to see what these facilities looked like so when the Board had the 
opportunity to make a final decision to move the project forward, the Board could then make 
a decision knowing that it has seen how these facilities operate. 
 
 Annual 9-1-1 Memorial Service 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that the keynote speaker for this year’s Annual 9-1-1 Memorial 
Service was a Port Authority Police Detective who was actually a victim, having been trapped 
in the rubble for 13 hours; the Memorial Service is scheduled for Sunday, September 6, 2009, 
at 3:00 p.m., on The Green of the Sussex County Community College. 
 
 
 



 
Program on breast cancer  
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that he and Freeholder Zellman attended a program at Project Self-
Sufficiency that was funded by the Susan B. Komen Foundation; he said that it was 
disturbing to hear that the numbers in Sussex County for women to have a mammogram on a 
regular basis were not really what they should be; the group will reconvene to come up with a 
campaign to promote more awareness of the need to be tested. 
 
Event to honor returning troops 
 
Freeholder Vetrano referred to the invitation sent to the Board regarding the event sponsored 
by the Hamburg Fire Department on August 29, 2009; a picnic was being held at the 
Hamburg Firemen’s Pavilion to honor returning troops from Sussex County; he suggested 
that perhaps one or more members of the Board attend. 
 
Grand Opening of the Farmers Market 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that the Grand Opening of the Farmers Market was a big success; 
he thanked Freeholder Crabb and Mr. McConnell for attending; he said that the Farmers 
Market was one more way to help keep agriculture viable in Sussex County. 
 
21. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
There were no items for Executive Session. 
 

RESOLUTION RE: REQUESTING EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
A. Personnel 
B. Contract 
C. Litigation 
D. Other Matters  

 
It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed 
to the public upon the determination of the Sussex County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 
 
22.  REMINDERS  
 
 Monday  September 7, 2009  Labor Day  Holiday 
 Wednesday  September 9, 2009  Regular Meeting 5:00 pm 
 
 
Additional Reminders 
 
Six County Coalition Meeting 
 
Freeholder Zellman reminded the Board that the next Six County Coalition Meeting was 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, 2009; 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Atlantic Health Jets 
Training Facility, and was hosted by Morris County. 
 
Annual 9/11 Memorial Ceremony 
 
Freeholder Vetrano informed everyone that the Annual 9/11 Memorial Ceremony was 
scheduled for Sunday, September 6, 2009, 3:00 p.m., Sussex County Community College; 
this year’s keynote speaker is a Port Authority Police Officer. 
 
23. ADJOURNMENT   
 
MOTION made at 5:59 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to adjourn, seconded by Freeholder 
Zellman and passed unanimously. 
 
       _________________________  
       Diane S. Eakman, Deputy Clerk 



DATED:  August 19, 2009 


