
 
REGULAR MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2009 

5:00 PM 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Item 
  
 1.   CALL TO ORDER BY DIRECTOR at 5:04 p.m. 
 
 2.   ROLL CALL:  Freeholder Crabb; Freeholder Parrott; Freeholder  Wirths;  

                    Freeholder Zellman; Freeholder Director  Vetrano; Dennis   
                        McConnell, County Counsel; John Eskilson, County 
Administrator;             Elaine Morgan, Clerk 

 
 3.   MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 4.   PUBLIC STATEMENT          
                                     

"Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 Adequate Notice 
as defined by Section 3D of Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, has been made by regular mail, 
such notice being submitted on January 5, 2009 from the Administrative Center of the 
County of Sussex, located at One Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey to the following:  

 
  New Jersey Herald    WSUS Radio 
  New Jersey Sunday Herald   WNNJ Radio 
  The Daily Record         Star Ledger 

 
and is also posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Administrative Center for 
public announcements and has been submitted to the Sussex County Clerk in 
compliance with said Act." 
 

 5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 A. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PUBLIC HEARING – 5:05 PM 
 
MOTION to open the Public Hearing to receive comments on the Amendment to the District 
Solid Waste Management Plan to provide for waste flow control made by Freeholder Crabb, 
seconded by Freeholder Wirths and passed unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING IS NOW OPEN 
 
Is anyone present to be heard regarding the Amendment?  
 
Comments from Thomas Prol, General Counsel, Sussex County Municipal Utilities 
Authority 
 
Thomas Prol, Attorney with the Law Firm of Scarinci Hollenbeck, came forward; he said that 
he was present as General Counsel for the Sussex County Municipal Utilities Authority; Mr. 
Prol said that the Board of Commissioners wanted to submit written comments to the 
proposed Resolution on this evening’s Agenda; Mr. Prol stated that rather than take up 
additional time, he would like to submit these written comments to the Board as a part of his 
comments during the Public Hearing (copy of correspondence from Thomas Prol, Esq., 
Scarinci Hollenbeck, on behalf of the Board of Commissioners of the Sussex County 
Municipal Utilities Authority;  “Re: Proposed Solid Waste Management Plan Amendment – 
Solid Waste Flow Control”, attached hereto and made a part hereof.) 
 
Comments from John Shortino, Jr., President/Owner, Blue Diamond Disposal 
 
John Shortino, President/Owner, Blue Diamond Disposal, came forward; he said his business 
was based in Morris County, but did a substantial amount of work in Sussex County, 
providing residential, commercial, and industrial collection. 
 



  

Mr. Shortino said that he wanted to get an idea as to where the County was headed with 
regards to flow control; he said that monthly disposal bills reflect about 50% to 60% in 
disposal costs; a $15.00 per ton increase is substantial and will probably be reflected in 
taxpayers’ bills throughout the County, both residential and commercial.  
 
Mr. Shortino said that the Landfill was operated from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and with all due 
respect, if the County was going to enforce waste flow, the Landfill needed to be operated as 
a business; Mr. Shortino said that the Landfill should be open at 6:00 a.m., and closed no 
earlier than 4:00 p.m.; he said that his company picked up over 200,000 houses per week 
throughout Northern New Jersey, and there was no way Blue Diamond Disposal could get all 
of its Sussex County trucks into the Landfill by 2:00 p.m.; Mr. Shortino added that part of the 
reason for Sussex County waste going elsewhere was basically the hours of operation at the 
SCMUA; he said that after 2:00 p.m., people were forced to look for other avenues to dispose 
waste, adding that waste disposal companies were not allowed to hold waste overnight. 
 
Sussex County rates are currently competitive, but the County only accepts Sussex County 
waste; if revenue was a problem, maybe the County would want to consider accepting out-of-
County garbage; Mr. Shortino said that Sussex County has lost a substantial amount of flow 
and he did not believe that it was totally related to waste being taken out of the County; 
commercial business is down throughout the County by 30% to 35% and flow control was not 
going to replace that 30%. 
 
Freeholder Wirths said that he felt Mr. Shortino made some very valid points and that he 
never thought about the 2:00 p.m. closing and full trucks not being able to get in; he said the 
hours were set by the Municipal Utilities Authority. 
 
Mr. Shortino said this was a problem and most transfer stations that are privately owned and 
even other County facilities, open at 6:00 a.m., noting that there was only one County which 
closed at 3:00 p.m., with all others open until 4:00 p.m. 
 
There was a brief discussion. 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that Mr. Shortino presented some valid points for the Board to think 
about. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Shortino for his comments. 
  
MOTION that the Public Hearing be closed made by Freeholder Parrott, seconded by 
Freeholder Wirths and passed unanimously. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 

B. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PUBLIC HEARING – 5:21 PM 
 
FINAL ADOPTION – CAPITAL ORDINANCE 
385-2009 
 
Freeholder Director Vetrano: "At our regular meeting held on June 10, 2009, we 
introduced for first reading the following Ordinance which was advertised in the New 
Jersey Herald issue of June 14, 2009, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating it 
would be held at this meeting at 5:00 PM: 
 
CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $520,000.00 TO BE RECEIVED FROM THE 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND FOR THE 
REHABILITATION OF SUSSEX COUNTY BRIDGE STRUCTURE #1900-007 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to open the Public Hearing, seconded by Freeholder 
Wirths and passed unanimously. 
 
Is anyone present to be heard regarding this Capital Ordinance? 



  

 
There was no one.  
  
MOTION that the Public Hearing be closed made by Freeholder Wirths, seconded by 
Freeholder Parrott and passed unanimously.   
  
MOTION that this Capital Ordinance be finally adopted made by Freeholder Zellman, 
seconded by Freeholder Crabb.         
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Capital Ordinance as finally adopted, 
and also post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County Administrative 
Center made by Freeholder Zellman, seconded by Freeholder Parrott and passed 
unanimously.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  6. PROCLAMATIONS/CERTIFICATES/PRESENTATIONS 
 
 A. Presentations 
 

1. Presentation by David Carcieri from the Pioneering Healthy Communities 
    Group.  (10 min.)  
 

Presentation to be rescheduled for a future meeting.  
 
Freeholder Vetrano invited Dan Freed to come forward to discuss the recent award of a grant 
relative to Records Management. 
 
Comments from Dan Freed, Records Manager 
 
Dan Freed came forward; he informed everyone of the award of the PARIS Grant for records 
management received from the State in the amount of $967,000.00; Mr. Freed briefly 
explained what had transpired to date with the County Clerk’s Office and electronic document 
access; this will eventually be expanded across the County and out to the municipalities to 
build on a shared services model to have a centralized records management technology 
platform process to make available to everyone to utilize. 
 
Mr. Freed said the goal was to streamline processes, reduce paper, and increase operating 
efficiency. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Freed for his comments and for all of his work regarding records 
management. 

 
  7.   PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR  
 (Please note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 10 minutes or less) 
 
MOTION made at 5:27 p.m. by Freeholder Wirths to open the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Parrott and passed unanimously.   
 
Comments on the Susquehanna/Roseland power line project 
 
Tom Hill from Fredon Township, came forward; he said that he was present to speak about 
the Susquehanna/Roseland power line project that was coming through the County; he said 
that PSE&G has said there was a need in the Northern New Jersey area and PSE&G has 



  

cited numerous studies as to why this power line project should come through the County; 
Mr. Hill said that PSE&G has not yet shown these numerous studies. 
 
Mr. Hill said that two Public Hearings have been held at the Community College on this issue 
and he has not seen or heard any comments from the Freeholders; he said he realized that 
the Board did not have a lot of say in the matter, but he thought the Board would want to hear 
what the more than 60 people who testified at the Hearings had to say; Mr. Hill said he hoped 
the Board would request the testimony from the Board of Public Utilities so that the 
Freeholders could review the testimony to see what the County residents had to say about 
this project. 
 
Mr. Hill briefly discussed other issues associated with the power line that he felt were 
detrimental to Sussex County. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Hill for his comments. 
 
MOTION made at 5:34 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to close the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Zellman and passed unanimously.   
 
  8.   APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. RESOLUTION RE: PAYMENT OF BILLS 
  386-2009 
 
 B. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE SUSSEX COUNTY BOARD 
  387-2009  OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS TO APPROVE THE 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE SUSSEX COUNTY OPEN 
SPACE COMMITTEE FOR FUNDING THROUGH THE 
COMPETITIVE OPEN SPACE FUNDING FOR THE 
SCHULTZ PROPERTY IN SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP 
(Resolution authorizes funding in the amount of 
$150,000.00 from the Farmland Preservation, Open Space 
and Recreation Dedicated Tax and $16,500.00 from the 
Sussex County Planning Incentive Grant) 

 
 C. RESOLUTION RE: SUPPORT OF TRAVEL AND TOURISM COOPERATIVE 
  388-2009  MARKETING GRANT (Resolution authorizes support for 

this Grant in the amount of $11,250.00) 
 
 D. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR 
  389-2009  TO EXECUTE THE SPECIAL INITIATIVES AND 

TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT WITH THE NJ 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF 
FAMILY DEVELOPMENT TO PROVIDE $126,978.00 IN 
FUNDING TO THE SUSSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF COMMUNITY AND 
YOUTH SERVICES FOR THE PERIOD OF JULY 1, 2009 
TO JUNE 30, 2010 

 
 E. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FILING OF AN 
  390-2009  APPLICATION TO NEW JERSEY TRANSIT 

CORPORATION ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTY OF 
SUSSEX FOR A GRANT UNDER THE NEW JERSEY 
SENIOR CITIZEN AND DISABLED RESIDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(SCDRTAP) FOR FY 2010 (JANUARY 1, 2010-
DECEMBER 31, 2010) IN THE AMOUNT OF $519,101.00 

 
 F. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX TO ENTER 
  391-2009  INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF 

FREDON PROVIDING FOR FLEET MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES BY THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX IN 



  

ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 
40A:65-1 ET SEQ. AND N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 ET SEQ. 

 
 G. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE 
  392-2009  ORDERS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.4 ET SEQ. FOR VARIOUS SERVICES WITH 
ACCUMULATED VALUE LESS THAN THE BID 
THRESHOLD, AS STATED BELOW (Resolution authorizes 
purchase orders for Kustom Kontrol Solutions) 

 
 H. RESOLUTION RE: RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF 
  393-2009  ANY SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF 

THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX RELATING TO THE STATE 
FACILITIES EDUCATION ACT (SFEA) FUNDS FOR THE 
2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
$45,000.00 

 
The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Sussex has reviewed the Consent 
Agenda consisting of various proposed Resolutions and determined that adoption of 
the said Resolutions is in and will further the public interest.     
 
Clarification of Resolution 8. B.  
 
Mr. McConnell said that at this time the Open Space Committee was not seeking the 
$16,500.00 in private incentive grant funding because of a timing issue; the Nature 
Conservancy will make up the difference; the only amount the County will be contributing is 
the $150,000.00 from its Open Space Fund. 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to approve the Financial Consent Agenda, with the 
clarification provided by County Counsel of Resolution 8. B., seconded by Freeholder 
Zellman. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes 
 
9. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  Regular Meeting June 10, 2009  
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Parrott to approve these Minutes, seconded by Freeholder  
Crabb. 
 
Clarification of comment by Freeholder Wirths regarding the League of Municipalities 
Convention 
 
Freeholder Wirths clarified, for the record, his comment regarding staff attendance at the 
League of Municipalities Convention; he said that if staff wanted to go on their own time and 
with their own money that was fine; he was referring to County time and dollars.   
 
The Motion was passed with Freeholder Zellman abstaining. 
 
      Release of Executive Session Minutes 
      April 8, 2009  
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Wirths to release these Minutes, seconded by Freeholder 
Zellman and passed unanimously. 
     
 
 



  

 
 
 
10. APPOINTMENTS AND/OR RESIGNATIONS 
 
 A. Appointments 
 
  1. RESOLUTION RE: APPOINTMENT OF KERRI SCULLY AND JILL 
   394-2009  CERULLO AS MEMBERS OF THE SUSSEX 

COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION FOR 
TERMS OF THREE (3) YEARS EACH.  TERMS TO 
EXPIRE APRIL 30, 2012  

 
  2. RESOLUTION RE: REAPPOINTMENT OF BARBARA ADOLPHE, 
   395-2009  JOHN ARMENO, MICHELE RICHARDS, CINDY 

ARMSTRONG, STEVEN PITTIGHER, MARGARET 
PITTALUGA, ERIC HERSCHMAN, DAVID 
WEAVER, JAMES SAYLOR, LORRAINE HENTZ 
AND JUDGE JAMES FARBER AS MEMBERS OF 
THE SUSSEX COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES 
COMMISSION FOR TERMS OF THREE (3) YEARS 
EACH.  TERMS TO EXPIRE APRIL 30, 2012 

 
  3. RESOLUTION RE: APPOINTMENT OF GAIL PHOEBUS AS THE 
   396-2009  SECOND ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE SUSSEX 

COUNTY PLANNING BOARD TO FILL AN 
UNEXPIRED TERM; SAID TERM TO EXPIRE 
DECEMBER 31, 2009  

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Zellman to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Crabb and passed unanimously. 
 
11. RESOLUTIONS  
 
There were no Resolutions for Item #11. 
 
12. AWARDS OF CONTRACTS/CHANGE ORDERS/BIDS 
 
 A. Awards of Contract 
 
  1. RESOLUTION RE: AWARD OF CONTRACTS FOR MEDICAL 
   397-2009  SUPPLIES FOR THE SUSSEX COUNTY 

HOMESTEAD NURSING HOME (Resolution awards 
these Contracts to the low bidder best meeting the 
specifications in the total amount of approximately 
$135,725.88) 

 
  2. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ENTRY INTO A 
   398-2009  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 

PENNONI ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR THE 
PROVIDING OF ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 
DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE OFFICE AREAS AT 
THE HOMESTEAD NURSING HOME AS A 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE PURSUANT TO 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) (Resolution authorizes this 
Agreement in the amount not to exceed  $11,200.00 
to provide environmental consulting services relative 
to the removal and disposal of identified spray-
applied fireproofing ACM from several office areas 
on the Ground Floor of the Homestead) 

 
 



  

 
 
  3. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE ENTRY INTO A 
   399-2009  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 

PENNONI ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR THE 
PROVIDING OF ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 
DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE LOBBY 
RESTROOMS AT THE HOMESTEAD NURSING 
HOME AS A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) 
(Resolution authorizes this Agreement in the amount 
not to exceed $13,515.00 to provide asbestos 
abatement specification documents relative to the 
removal and disposal of identified spray-applied 
fireproofing ACM from the Lobby Restrooms located 
on the Ground Floor of the Homestead)  

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Parrott to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Wirths.  
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes   
 
 B. Change Orders 
 
  1. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO AN 
   400-2009  AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF 

SUSSEX AND FREDRIC M. KNAPP, ESQ., AS 
SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR THE COUNTY OF 
SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (Resolution 
authorizes the increase of $20,000.00 (44.45%) for 
additional legal services relevant to labor matters) 

 
  2. RESOLUTION RE: CHANGE ORDER #1 TO THE CONTRACT FOR 
   401-2009  THE CONSTRUCTION OF A POLE BARN 

BUILDING FOR THE FARMERS MARKET AT THE 
NEW JERSEY STATE FAIR, SUSSEX COUNTY 
FARM & HORSE SHOW (Resolution authorizes a 
decrease of $15,000.00 for the removal of the 
electrical supplies allowance and necessary site 
work modification in conjunction with donated 
materials with other changes to the Contract netting 
out at zero change in cost)  

 
3.  RESOLUTION RE: AMENDMENT TO THE AWARD OF THE 
 402-2009  CONTRACTS BASED ON PROPOSALS 

RECEIVED THROUGH THE COMPETITIVE 
CONTRACTING PROCESS FOR PROFESSIONAL 
SURVEYING SERVICES FOR THE SUSSEX 
COUNTY 2008 FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING (Resolution 
authorizes change in vendors for Professional 
Surveying Services for Farm 7, Turr Farm, to 
Dykstra Associates, for an amount of $6,890.00, and 
Farm 11, Lisa Hills, to Michael Paul, for an amount 
of $5,900.00 



  

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Wirths.  
 
Resolution 12. B. 2. 
 
Freeholder Crabb stated that he was confused with the explanation of the Resolution; he 
referred to the wording in the parentheses immediately following the Resolution title. 
 
Mr. McConnell responded that the County was purchasing the materials instead of 
purchasing the materials through Zinno Construction. 
 
Resolution 12. B. 1. 
 
Freeholder Parrott questioned the Change Order for Fredric M. Knapp. 
 
Mr. Eskilson replied that there were about six cases that were running better than $2,000.00 
this year; he said that the good news was that four of those cases were almost over; Mr. 
Eskilson added that it was the volume of matters that were currently with Labor Counsel; the 
matters involved various Departments and offices with no single concentration of matters. 
 
Resolution 12. B. 3. 
 
Freeholder Parrott referred to the variation of the surveying costs and asked if there was any 
documentation that requires the surveyors to do a field work survey or were the surveyors 
doing everything by GIS.   
 
Mr. McConnell replied that the surveyors had to be in the field, adding that there was criteria 
set by the State that the County had to comply with. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes   
   
13. FINANCIAL  

 
 A. RESOLUTION RE: APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF A NOTICE OF CLAIM 
  403-2009  FORM AS A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC ALLIANCE 

INSURANCE COVERAGE FUND  
 
 B. RESOLUTION RE: CHANGE IN TITLE, TEXT OR AMOUNT OF 
  404-2009  APPROPRIATIONS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-85 
 
 C. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION TO CANCEL CERTAIN GENERAL 
  405-2009  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AUTHORIZATION BALANCES  
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Wirths to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Parrott.  
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes   
 



  

 
  

D. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING – CAPITAL ORDINANCE 
406-2009 
 
CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $237,000.00 FROM GENERAL CAPITAL 
SURPLUS FOR VARIOUS FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS 
 
MOTION to adopt this Capital Ordinance on first reading made by Freeholder Parrott, 
seconded by Freeholder Zellman. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Parrott   Yes 
Freeholder Wirths   Yes 
Freeholder Zellman   Yes 
Freeholder Director Vetrano Yes   
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Ordinance as introduced for first 
reading, and also post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County 
Administrative Center, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating that a hearing 
will be held on July 8, 2009 at 5:00 pm prior to final adoption of this Capital Ordinance 
made by Freeholder Parrott, seconded by Freeholder Wirths and passed unanimously. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
14. PERSONNEL 
 

A. Personnel Agenda  
 
There were no items for the Personnel Agenda. 

 
15. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT  

 
A. Other   

 
Internal staff meetings on Wheatsworth Road property 
 
Mr. Eskilson said that last Friday, the re-occurring internal staff meetings regarding the 
Wheatsworth Road property began; these meetings will be held every two weeks with 
Facilities Management, Department of Environmental and Public Health Services, Fleet 
Management, and the Office of Transit; these meetings are being held in an attempt to get all 
issues on the table so that nothing falls through the cracks so that when the closing on the 
building occurs, things can move along quickly.  
 
Thank you to staff for organizing bus tour 
 
Mr. Eskilson thanked Walter Cramp and the Engineering staff for putting together the bus 
tour; he added that he felt it was a worthwhile tour, enabling everyone to have a better 
understanding of the amount of work involved, the diversity of the bridges, and the type of 
infrastructure being dealt with. 
 
Freeholder Vetrano added that one of the things he liked the most was the deviation from the 
standard bridge to constructing a bridge that esthetically fit the neighborhood. 

 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 

16.   COUNTY COUNSEL  
 

A. Capital Projects 
 

B. Litigation 
 

C. Contracts 
 

 D. Other Matters  
 
Litigation issues 
 
Mr. McConnell said that he had two items under Litigation; he reported that the County was 
successful in defending litigation known as Gonzales v. Gordon v. County of Sussex; there 
was a jury trial and the County of Sussex was not found liable; this matter involved a drain 
issue in Sparta where someone’s pond was polluted and the owner felt the County had 
contributed to it; Mr. McConnell said that the second litigation item was for Closed Session. 
 
Item for Closed Session 
 
Mr. McConnell said that the other item involving litigation was for Closed Session and 
involved Ameripay. 
  
17. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
There was no Unfinished Business. 
 
18. NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no New Business. 
  
19. PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR 
 (Please note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 10 minutes or less) 
 
MOTION made at 5:53 p.m. by Freeholder Parrott to open the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Wirths and passed unanimously.   
 
Eric Olsen, Skyland’s Program Manager for the New Jersey Chapter of the Nature 
Conservancy, came forward; he expressed appreciation from the Nature Conservancy for 
Resolution 8. B. on this evening’s Freeholder Agenda regarding the Schultz property in 
Sandyston Township. 
 
Mr. Olsen provided a brief overview of successful conservation efforts in the County. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Olsen for his comments.  
 
Additional comments/Susquehanna/Roseland power line project 
 
Tom Hill, Fredon Township, came forward again; he said that he neglected to state earlier 
that the Highlands Council has a meeting tomorrow (June 25, 2009) at 1:00 p.m. in Chester, 
New Jersey, and he felt the Board should attend; Mr. Hill also said that next Tuesday at 7:00 
p.m., the Board of Public Utilities had its final Open Public Meeting on the 
Susquehanna/Roseland power line project at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum. 
 
MOTION made at 5:55 p.m. by Freeholder Wirths to close the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Parrott and passed unanimously.   
 



  

 
 
 
 
20. FREEHOLDERS’ COMMENTS   
 
Liaison Meeting/Department of Human Services 
 
Freeholder Zellman provided the following brief highlights of her Liaison Meeting with the 
Department of Human Services: 
 

• Senior’s Farmers Market Voucher Program – distribution of applications begins this 
week. 

 
• Health and Wellness Initiatives will be evidence-based programming. 

 
• Division of Social Services – there will be two food drives at Skyland’s Park; one in 

July and one in August. 
 

• Office of Transit – looking forward to its new location on Wheatsworth Road. 
 

• Division of the Homestead – the floor projects will be split up instead of doing them all 
together; revenues are up almost $500,000.00 year to date over last year. 
 

• Division of Youth and Community Services – the State Department of Human Services 
has identified funding for at least half of 2010 and will probably be able to “find” the 
additional funding to continue the HSAC programming. 
 

 North Jersey Transportation Authority (NJTPA) 
 

• Borough of Sussex project 
 

The design for the re-alignment in the Borough of Sussex will be authorized in July; the 
two houses are being razed and that property will become a parking lot for the 
municipality; originally, the construction money was delayed until 2013, however, now 
part of the construction money will be available in 2012 and part of the money in 2013; 
Freeholder Zellman added that hopefully the stimulus money, even if it does not come 
directly to the County, will then make a place for the realignment to move up in time. 
 

Bus tour of County bridges 
 
Freeholder Parrott said that he found the bus tour of County bridges to be very informative; 
he thanked Walter Cramp and John Risko for their input. 
 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 70th Anniversary 
 
Freeholder Parrott said that he and Freeholder Zellman attended the 70th Anniversary 
celebration of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary last evening; he said that it was a very 
informative event; he suggested that a Certificate of Recognition be prepared and to invite 
representatives of the Auxiliary to a Freeholder Meeting to accept the Certificate.  
 
Bus tour of County bridges 
 
Freeholder Wirths thanked Walter Cramp for the bridge tour; he acknowledged the change in 
attitude of the County regarding the consideration given to projects to alleviate inconvenience 
and finishing jobs earlier.  
 
Meeting with Lakeland Bank representatives  
 
Freeholder Wirths said that he, the County Administrator, and the County Treasurer met with 
representatives of Lakeland Bank; he felt the County received a good deal for the operating 



  

account to keep the normal operating expenses at a very good interest rate; the County 
Treasurer is expected to sign a letter within the next few days. 
 
 
Bus tour of County bridges 
 
Freeholder Crabb also complimented those involved in organizing the bus tour; he said that 
the County was building and maintaining quality bridges within budget and on time. 
 
Shared Services update 
 
Freeholder Crabb provided the following up update: 
 

• Shared Services Agreements were still being executed; opportunities with school 
districts were also being pursued.  
 

• Branchville, Montague, and Stillwater were also approached regarding the proposed 
back-up EMS program.  
 

• The 9-1-1 consolidation is also making progress.  
 

NJAC Conference 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that he had the opportunity to attend the NJAC Conference last 
week; he said that it was informative, noting that there were many Counties already 
participating in centralized 9-1-1 dispatching; Freeholder Vetrano said that he brought back 
some information which he provided to Keith Armstrong. 
 
Lusscroft Wine and Cheese Event 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that the Annual Lusscroft Farm Wine and Cheese Event was 
planned for September 12, 2009; he said that this year the Culinary Department of the 
Sussex County Technical School was going to be recognized; students will be cooking  
on-site promoting “Jersey Fresh” products. 
 
Tour for writers to promote Agri-tourism 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that Donna Traylor was planning a tour for July 22, 2009 for writers 
to highlight some Agri-tourism destination points in Sussex County; he said they were able to 
find persons to host a luncheon and dinner since the County did not have any marketing 
funds available due to budget constraints. 
 
NJAC By-Laws 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that the NJAC By-Laws were amended; he said that one of the 
Amendments was to allow County Administrators to be voting members; this would allow the 
County Administrator to vote if the member or First Alternate could not attend a meeting. 
 
NJAC support of extra credit for in-State manufacturing 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that NJAC has switched its support for giving special consideration 
to manufacturing industries; NJAC is now in support of giving extra credit for in-State 
manufacturing; Freeholder Vetrano said that this was still winding its way through the 
Legislature and there would probably be some Amendments to it.  
 
Hours of operation for Municipal Utilities Authority 
 
Freeholder Vetrano referred to comments made earlier by John Shortino, Jr., 
President/Owner, Blue Diamond Disposal, regarding the 2:00 p.m. closure time of the Sussex 
County Municipal Utilities Authority. 
 



  

Freeholder Wirths said that this was something that could be tried temporarily at very little 
cost. 
 
Freeholder Crabb said that this was the first complaint that he has heard about the hours of 
the SCMUA; he said he thought the Board needed to dig deeper into this by the next 
meeting. 
 
There was a brief discussion. 
 
Name change for Transit 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that Transit was now called “Sussex County Skyland’s Ride”; he said 
that hopefully there would be a Resolution to this effect for the next meeting. 
 
 9-1-1 Memorial Service 
 
Freeholder Vetrano said that the 9/11 Memorial Service was scheduled for September 6, 
2009; former Governor Thomas Kean has been asked to be the keynote speaker. 

 
BPU testimony 
 
Freeholder Zellman requested that the Clerk of the Board obtain a copy of the BPU testimony 
referred to in the first Public Session by Tom Hill. 
 
21. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
MOTION made at 6:15 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to go into Executive Session for an 
item of litigation with regard to Ameripay, seconded by Freeholder Wirths and passed 
unanimously.  
 

RESOLUTION RE: REQUESTING EXECUTIVE SESSION  
407-2009 
 
A. Personnel 

 
B. Contract 

 
C. Litigation 

 
D. Other Matters  

 
It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed 
to the public upon the determination of the Sussex County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 
 
MOTION made at 7:06 p.m. by Freeholder Parrott to come out of Executive Session and 
return to Open Session, seconded by Freeholder Wirths and passed unanimously.  
 
Request for direction relative to discussion in Closed Session 
 
Mr. McConnell stated that with regard to the present litigation with Ameripay, he was 
requesting the direction of the Board to seek the assistance of the other public and private 
clients with Ameripay to join in an effort to retain an attorney familiar with the bankruptcy 
process to represent common interests based on a common percentage sharing on those 
funds that are still left in the Ameripay Trust; Mr. McConnell added that this was the direction 
he was requesting that the Board provide to him at this time. 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Parrott to direct County Counsel to seek the assistance of the 
other public and private clients with Ameripay to join in an effort to retain an attorney familiar 
with the bankruptcy process to represent common interests based on a common percentage 
sharing on those funds that are still left in the Ameripay Trust, seconded by Freeholder 
Zellman and passed unanimously. 



  

 
 
 
 
22.  REMINDERS  
 
 Friday   July 3, 2009    Independence Day Holiday 
         (Observed) 
 Wednesday  July 8, 2009    Regular Meeting 5:00 pm 
 
23. ADJOURNMENT   
 
MOTION made at 7:08 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to adjourn, seconded by Freeholder Wirths 
and passed unanimously. 
              
 
 
  
       _________________________  
       Elaine A. Morgan, Clerk 
 
DATED:  June 24, 2009 
  


