
REGULAR MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2014 
5:00 PM 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Item 
 
 1.   CALL TO ORDER BY DIRECTOR at 5:01 p.m. 
 
 2.   ROLL CALL  Freeholder Crabb; Freeholder Graham; Freeholder Mudrick; 
    Freeholder Phoebus; Freeholder Director Vohden; 
    John Eskilson, County Administrator; Dennis McConnell, 
    County Counsel; Elaine Morgan, Clerk 
 
 3.   MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 4.   PUBLIC STATEMENT          
                                     

"Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 Adequate Notice 
as defined by Section 3D of Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, has been made by regular mail, 
such notice being submitted on January 8, 2014 from the Administrative Center of the 
County of Sussex, located at One Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey to the following:  

 
  New Jersey Herald    WSUS Radio 
  New Jersey Sunday Herald   WNNJ Radio 
  Star Ledger 

 
and is also posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Administrative Center for 
public announcements and has been submitted to the Sussex County Clerk in 
compliance with said Act." 
 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were no Public Hearings. 
 

 6. PROCLAMATIONS/CERTIFICATES/PRESENTATIONS 
 
 A. Proclamations/Certificates 
 
  1. Proclamation designating the week of April 6-12, 2014 as “Sussex 

County Crime Victims’ Rights Week”. 
  149-2014 
 
  2. Proclamation designating the month of April, 2014 as “Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month”. 
  150-2014 
 
  3. Proclamation designating the month of April, 2014 as “Child Abuse 

Prevention Month”.  
  151-2014 
 
  4. Proclamation in recognition of Matthew S. Brown attaining the rank of 

Eagle Scout. 
  152-2014 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to approve these Proclamations, seconded by 
Freeholder Phoebus and passed unanimously. 
 
 B. Presentations 
 
  1.  Acknowledging the retirement of Karen Leehr, Senior Library Assistant, 

Typing at the Library, who retired after 21 ½ years with the County. 
 
  2. Presentation of a historic document to the Sussex County Cemetery 

Association by Peter Terranova. 
 



Mr. Terranova came forward and presented a Veterans Grave Index, which was written by 
Mr. Robert Longcore, to Freeholder Crabb who in turn presented the Index to the Veterans 
from the Northern New Jersey Veterans Memorial Cemetery Committee.   
 
 7.   PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR  
 (Please note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 5 minutes or less) 
 
MOTION made at 5:21 p.m. by Freeholder Phoebus to open the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Graham and passed unanimously. 
 
Comment from Herman Terpstra 
 
Herman Terpstra of Sussex came forward; he advised the Board that the casket flags used 
for the Veterans, which are usually supplied by the US Post Office, are becoming harder and 
harder to get and he is not sure where they are going to get them; although they have not run 
into this problem in Sussex County yet, there could be potential problems in the future. 
 
There was a short discussion. 
 
Freeholder Vohden suggested doing a Resolution and sending it to the two Congressmen 
that serve Sussex County asking them to look into the matter.  Freeholder Graham 
suggested getting the Post Master General involved also. 
 
Freeholder Mudrick volunteered, with the Director’s permission, to be a liaison to Mr. 
Terpstra to look into this matter, move on it, and to make something happen.  Freeholder 
Vohden agreed. 
 
Mr. McConnell asked Mr. Terpstra for a copy of the article that he was referring to so the 
Board could have a reference to exactly what is transpiring. 
 
Freeholder Mudrick asked for permission from the Board and County Counsel to proceed 
and report back to the Board and permission was granted. 
 
MOTION made at 5:27 p.m. by Freeholder Phoebus to close the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Mudrick and passed unanimously. 
 
 8. FREEHOLDERS’ COMMENTS   
 
Comments by Freeholder Mudrick 
 

• Youth in County Government Day 
 

Freeholder Mudrick said that Mrs. Morgan was kind enough to get letters out to the 
Student Council Advisers of the County high schools regarding the April 23rd event; he 
asked Mr. Eskilson to reach out to the Department Heads to give a brief, three 
minutes or less, introduction of self and their Departments.  Freeholder Mudrick gave 
a brief description of the day’s events. 

 
• SCARC Honors Leadership Awards Celebration 

 
Freeholder Mudrick attended the Celebration and said this was a very big fund raiser 
for SCARC and it was very well attended. 

 
• Resolution 13.A.4. 

 
Freeholder Mudrick gave a brief overview of Resolution 13.A.4. and asked Mr. 
Eskilson to convey his thanks to Walter Cramp and his Department. 
 
Mr. Eskilson explained that this Resolution had to be pulled this evening because Mr. 
Cramp is doing even more work to make this Contract even better. 
 

 
 
 



Comments by Freeholder Crabb 
 

• SCARC Honors Leadership Awards Celebration 
 

Freeholder Crabb also attended the Celebration and said it was a truly amazing event. 
 

• Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
 
Freeholder Crabb said that he and Freeholder Mudrick attended the Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor for Thomas J. Sabia at the New Jersey Conservatory and explained 
what a wonderful setting this was for this type of event. 

 
• Acknowledgement of Freeholder Director Vohden 

 
Freeholder Crabb commented that he wanted to acknowledge Freeholder Director 
Vohden for his hard work on this year’s budget especially some of the long sessions 
they had to endure. 

 
Comments from Freeholder Phoebus 
 

• Sussex County Health Care Enrollment Day 
 

Freeholder Phoebus said that the Sussex County Health Care Enrollment Day is 
currently taking place at Sussex County Community College in Building E; she said 
that this was an opportunity for County residents to learn more about the Health 
Insurance Marketplace and all the changes within Medicare. 

 
• Sussex County Transitional Care Program 

 
Freeholder Phoebus reported that the Sussex County Transitional Care Program has 
received Premier Health Associates’ payment in the amount of $11,550.00 as a result 
of our services covered through Medicare for the Transitional Care Program. 

 
Comments from Freeholder Graham 
 

• Sussex County Budget 
 

Freeholder Graham commented that he and Freeholder Phoebus were both on the 
Capital part of the budget this year, but last week they spent 10 hours reviewing the 
budget. 

 
• Drug Addiction in Sussex County 

 
Freeholder Graham reported that he attended a program at the Sparta Middle School 
regarding the new face of drug addiction in Sussex County; he said that in his role with 
the Sussex County League of Municipalities they put on a program last year 
concerning the same subject; he said that the face of the addicts are now County kids 
and this is not something that is going to go away and as parents everyone needs to 
be vigilant. 

 
• Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board (LMRPB) 

 
Freeholder Graham said he wanted to give tribute to a gentleman that passed away 
this week, Barney Huntz; Mr. Huntz worked for a long time with the LMRPB and was 
instrumental in keeping a 25 year old weed harvester going. 

 
• Lusscroft Farm 

 
Freeholder Graham mentioned that over the weekend he went to Lusscroft Farm to 
observe maple sugaring and found it very interesting. 
 
 

 



Comments from Freeholder Vohden 
 

• Legislature Concerning the Sussex County Veterans’ Cemetery 
 

Freeholder Vohden reported that there are two Bills in the Legislature to provide for 
voluntary contributions by taxpayers on gross income tax returns for development of 
the Northern New Jersey Veterans Memorial Cemetery; he said it passed the 
Assembly with a vote of 73 to 0 and is up for the second reading in the Senate. 
 

• Events Around Sussex County 
 

Freeholder Vohden said that he attended several events around the County including 
the SCARC Honors Leadership Awards Celebration, the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, 
and Springfest. 

 
 9.   APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. RESOLUTION RE: PAYMENT OF BILLS  
  153-2014 
 

B. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE 
 154-2014  OF NEW SECURITY EQUIPMENT AND SOFTWARE 

UPGRADES FOR THE SUSSEX COUNTY HISTORIC 
COURTHOUSE AND JUDICIAL COMPLEX (Resolution 
authorizes this purchase from Tyco Integrated Security in 
the total amount of $895,589.73) 

 
 C. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE 
  155-2014  OF EQUIPMENT, ENGINEERING SERVICES AND 

INSTALLATION FOR THE MICROWAVE SYSTEM 
PROJECT FOR THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX (Resolution 
authorizes this purchase from PierCon Solutions LLC in the 
approximate total amount of $612,048.11) 

 
D. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR 

156-2014  TO EXECUTE A GRANT APPLICATION FOR A PROJECT 
UNDER THE 2013 EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL 
JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT, (JAG), FOR A TOTAL 
AMOUNT OF  $3,746.00 FOR THE PERIOD OF 
OCTOBER 1, 2013 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 

 
The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Sussex has reviewed the Consent 
Agenda consisting of various proposed Resolutions and determined that adoption of 
the said Resolutions is in and will further the public interest.    
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Phoebus to approve the Financial Consent Agenda, seconded 
by Freeholder Graham. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
 
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  Regular Meeting March 12, 2014 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Phoebus to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
March 12, 2014, seconded by Freeholder Crabb and passed unanimously. 
 
 
 



 
11. APPOINTMENTS AND/OR RESIGNATIONS 
 
 A. Appointments 
 
  1. RESOLUTION RE: CREATING A STEERING COMMITTEE FOR THE 
   157-2014  SUSSEX COUNTY STRATEGIC GROWTH 

PLAN/VISION 2020 PLAN UPDATE AND 
APPOINTING ITS MEMBERS 

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Freeholder 
Mudrick and passed unanimously. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Added: 
  2. RESOLUTION RE: APPOINTMENT OF JOHN H. ESKILSON AS  
   158-2014  CLERK TO THE SUSSEX COUNTY BOARD OF 
      CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS PURSUANT TO 
      N.J.S.A. 40A:9-26 
 
Freeholder Phoebus asked if the Administrator would now be the Administrator/Clerk.  Mr. 
McConnell replied that was correct.  She then asked if the Administrator has a secretary in 
this Plan.  Mr. McConnell replied that the Administrator already has a secretary.  Mr. Eskilson 
added that there are no new positions called for in the Administrator’s office.  Freeholder 
Phoebus wanted to know if that person will do more of the Clerk’s work and Mr. Eskilson 
replied that it would be other duties as assigned.  Freeholder Phoebus asked if the 
Freeholders’ office was keeping one full time position.  Mr. McConnell replied that this was 
something that was in progress at the moment. 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to appoint John H. Eskilson as Clerk to the Sussex 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders effective July 1, 2014, seconded by Freeholder 
Mudrick. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-  
 B. Resignations 
 
  1. E-mail received from Robert Panzer resigning his position on the Human 

Services Advisory Council effective immediately. 
 
12. RESOLUTIONS 
 

A. RESOLUTION RE: PROVIDING TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CR 517 IN 
159-2014  OGDENSBURG BOROUGH (Resolution authorizes the 

closure of CR 517 in Ogdensburg on June 21, 2014 for the 
Ogdensburg 5K) 

 
B. RESOLUTION RE: PROVIDING TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CR 613 IN 

160-2014  SPARTA TOWNSHIP (Resolution authorizes the closure of 
CR 613 in Sparta on May 17, 2014 for the Girls on the Run 
event) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
C. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE BOROUGH OF STANHOPE, 

161-2014  A MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT, UNDER THE DIRECTION 
OF THE COUNTY ENGINEER, TO IMPLEMENT 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL MEASURES, 
INCLUDING THE CLOSURE OF A SECTION OF CR 602 
AS DEFINED WITHIN PLANS ENTITLED “BOROUGH OF 
STANHOPE WATERMAIN REPLACEMENT CONTRACT 
NO. WM-1-12” DATED SEPTEMBER 2013 AND REVISED 
NOVEMBER 2013 AND SPECIFICATIONS DEVELOPED 
BY LEE T. PURCELL ASSOCIATES DATED SEPTEMBER 
2013 ALSO REVISED NOVEMBER 2013 

 
D. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN TO 

162-2014  INSTALL SIGNS AND MAINTAIN A DETOUR ALONG 
SUSSEX COUNTY ROUTES 517, 611, 608, AND 519 IN 
THE TOWNSHIP OF GREEN IN SUSSEX COUNTY IN 
ORDER TO REPLACE WARREN COUNTY CULVERT 
#01006, CARRYING WARREN COUNTY ROUTE 612 
OVER A TRIBUTARY TO THE PEQUEST RIVER IN 
ALLAMUCHY TOWNSHIP, WARREN COUNTY 

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Phoebus and passed unanimously. 
 
13. AWARDS OF CONTRACTS/CHANGE ORDERS/BIDS 
 
 A. Awards of Contract 
 

 1. RESOLUTION RE: AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR MISCELLANEOUS 
  163-2014  BUILDING TRADE SERVICES (CARPENTRY) TO 

BE PERFORMED IN AND AROUND VARIOUS 
SUSSEX COUNTY BUILDINGS FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SUSSEX (Resolution awards this Contract to the 
lowest responsible bidder, Rayo Construction, with a 
minimum expenditure of $500.00 and a maximum 
amount of $200,000.00) 

 
 2. RESOLUTION RE: AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR MISCELLANEOUS 
  164-2014  BUILDING TRADE SERVICES (ELECTRICAL) TO 

BE PERFORMED IN AND AROUND VARIOUS 
SUSSEX COUNTY BUILDINGS FOR THE COUNTY 
OF SUSSEX (Resolution awards this Contract to the 
lowest responsible bidder, Power with Prestige, Inc. 
with a minimum expenditure of $500.00 and a 
maximum amount of $100,000.00) 

 
 3. RESOLUTION RE: AWARDING A CONTRACT THROUGH 
  165-2014  COMPETITIVE CONTRACTING FOR THE 

PURCHASE OF THE NEXT GENERATION 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPORT FOR THE 9-1-1 
CAPABLE CALL TAKING SYSTEMS FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SUSSEX  

 
Freeholder Vohden said that the following Resolution 13.A.4. would be Tabled and pulled 
from the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

4. RESOLUTION RE: AWARDING A CONTRACT THROUGH THE 
(TABLED)  COMPETITIVE CONTRACTING PROCESS TO 

PROVIDE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 
REHABILITATION OF COUNTY BRIDGES X-09 
CARRYING COUNTY ROUTE 565 OVER 
PAPAKATING CREEK IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
WANTAGE AND O-07 CARRYING PASSAIC 
AVENUE OVER WALLKILL RIVER IN THE 
BOROUGH OF OGDENSBURG, SUSSEX COUNTY, 
NEW JERSEY PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 
(Resolution awards this Contract to Keller & 
Kirkpatrick, Inc. in the amount of $264,252.00) 

 
5. RESOLUTION RE: AWARD OF CONTRACT WITH DELTA DENTAL 

166-2014  PLAN OF NEW JERSEY, INC. FOR DENTAL 
INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR COUNTY OF 
SUSSEX EMPLOYEES EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2014 
TO MARCH 31, 2015  

 
 6. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT #1 TO AN 
  167-2014  AWARDED AGREEMENT FOR SPECIALIZED 

SERVICES OF A CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
CONSULTANT TO PERFORM A 
COMPREHENSIVE NEEDS ASSESSMENT AT 
THE KEOGH-DWYER CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX WITHOUT 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING ON THE BASIS OF AN 
EXTRAORDINARY, UNSPECIFIABLE SERVICE 
(Resolution authorizes this Amendment in the 
amount of $29,420.00 (18% increase) due to 
additional services that need to be done to address 
the major change in the population at the Facility) 

 
 7. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE SIXTH AMENDMENT TO A 
  168-2014  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH 

CHERRY, WEBER & ASSOCIATES  TO PROVIDE 
ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 
REPLACEMENT OF SUSSEX COUNTY BRIDGE E-
07 CARRYING COUNTY ROUTE 631 OVER 
WALLKILL RIVER AND NYS&W RAILWAY IN THE 
BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN AS A PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i) (Res. authorizes this Amend. in the amount 
of $37,260.00 (2.96% increase of orig. amt) for the 
cost of preliminary design work and assoc. survey, 
permitting and submission of final bid docs) 

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to adopt Resolutions 13.A.1, 13.A.2, 13.A.3, 13.A.5, 
13.A.6 and 13.A.7, seconded by Freeholder Phoebus. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to table Resolution 13.A.4. to an unspecified date, 
seconded by Freeholder Mudrick. 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
 
 B. Change Orders 
 

1. RESOLUTION RE: AWARD OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 TO A CONTRACT 
169-2014  BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND SPARWICK 

CONTRACTING, INC. FOR REHABILITATION OF 
SUSSEX COUNTY BRIDGE E-06 CARRYING COUNTY 
ROUTE 631 (CHURCH STREET) OVER WALLKILL 
RIVER, BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, SUSSEX COUNTY, 
NEW JERSEY (Resolution awards this Change Order for a 
decrease of $49,004.87 (7.26% decrease) for pavement 
modifications and adjustment of bid quantities based on 
material load ticket amounts and field measured quantities) 

 
2. RESOLUTION RE: AWARD OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 TO A 

170-2014  CONTRACT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF 
SUSSEX AND SPARWICK CONTRACTING, INC., 
FOR REPLACEMENT OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
BRIDGE D-13 CARRYING COUNTY ROUTE 630 
(UNION TURNPIKE) OVER A TRIBUTARY TO 
CULVERS CREEK, TOWNSHIP OF FRANKFORD, 
SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY (Resolution 
awards this Change Order for a increase of 
$15,389.69 (2.53% increase) for the cost to hand dig 
and backfill the required post holes and remobilize 
equipment, labor and materials to the site and 
adjustment of bid quantities based on material load 
ticket amounts) 

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to adopt these Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder 
Graham. 
 
Freeholder Crabb said that for the record, Resolution 13.B.1 indicates almost a $50,000.00 
decrease. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
 
14. FINANCIAL 
 

A. RESOLUTION RE: A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE 
171-2014  DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

TRIAD PARTNERSHIP DONATIONS REQUIRED BY 
N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 

 
B. RESOLUTION RE: A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE 

172-2014  DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR THE SUSSEX-WARREN 
CHRONIC DISEASE COALITION DONATIONS REQUIRED 



BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 
   
 
 C. RESOLUTION RE: APPROVAL OF 2014 LIBRARY BUDGET AND 
  173-2014  CERTIFICATION OF 2014 LIBRARY TAX LEVY 
 
 D. RESOLUTION RE: APPROVAL OF 2014 COUNTY HEALTH BUDGET AND 
  174-2014  CERTIFICATION OF 2014 HEALTH TAX LEVY 
 
Freeholder Vohden added the following item: 
 
APPROVAL OF 2014 BUDGET OF THE DIVISION OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Phoebus to adopt these Resolutions and to authorize the 
approval of the 2014 Budget of the Division of Social Services, seconded by Freeholder 
Graham. 
 
Freeholder Graham asked Bernie Re, County Treasurer, if the Library tax was flat; Mr. Re 
replied that yes, it was. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 
 E. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--  
INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING – REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE 
175-2014 
 
REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY (THE “COUNTY”) PROVIDING FOR (i) THE REFUNDING OF CERTAIN 
OUTSTANDING BONDS OF THE COUNTY TO ACHIEVE DEBT SERVICE SAVINGS, AND 
(ii) AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED $11,000,000.00 AGGREGATE 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS OF THE 
COUNTY TO EFFECT SUCH REFUNDING AND APPROPRIATING THE PROCEEDS 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2014 AT 5:00 P.M. AND PUBLICATION THEREOF 
 
MOTION to adopt this Refunding Bond Ordinance on first reading made by Freeholder 
Crabb, seconded by Freeholder Graham. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Refunding Bond Ordinance as introduced for 
first reading, and also post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County 
Administrative Center, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating that a hearing will be 
held on April 9, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. prior to final adoption of this Refunding Bond Ordinance 
made by Freeholder Phoebus, seconded by Freeholder Graham and passed unanimously. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- F. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--  



INTRODUCTION FOR FIRST READING – RESOLUTION 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING CAP TO LIMIT COUNTY BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
176-2014  INCREASE IN 2014 COUNTY BUDGET TO 3.5% OVER THE 

PREVIOUS YEAR’S FINAL APPROPRIATIONS SUBJECT TO 
CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS AND TO ESTABLISH AN APPROPRIATION 
CAP BANK 

 
MOTION to adopt this Resolution on first reading made by Freeholder Crabb, seconded by 
Freeholder Graham. 
 
Freeholder Crabb asked Mr. Eskilson to explain that the County is not raising taxes by 3.5%; 
Mr. Eskilson explained the CAP Resolution. 
 
There was a short discussion. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise this Resolution as introduced for first reading, 
and also post same on the bulletin board in the lobby of the County Administrative Center, 
together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating that a hearing will be held on April 9, 2014 at 
5:00 p.m. prior to final adoption of this Resolution made by Freeholder Phoebus, seconded 
by Freeholder Graham and passed unanimously. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--  
G. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--  
INTRODUCTION OF 2014 COUNTY BUDGET FOR FIRST READING  
 
Freeholder Director Vohden:  "The 2014 Sussex County Budget is being introduced for 
First Reading at this time and awaits approval by the Board.  The 2014 Sussex County 
Budget Revenues and Appropriations Summary will be advertised in the New Jersey Herald 
issue of April 7, 2014. 
 
RESOLUTION RE: APPROVAL OF THE 2014 COUNTY BUDGET AS PRESENTED FOR 
177-2014  VOTE 
 
MOTION to adopt this Resolution on first reading made by Freeholder Crabb, seconded by 
Freeholder Graham. 
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 
 
MOTION to authorize the Clerk to advertise the Budget Revenues and Appropriations 
Summary as introduced for first reading, and also post same on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the County Administrative Center, together with a Notice of Public Hearing stating 
that a Hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held in the Freeholder Meeting 
Room, County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey on 



Wednesday, April 23, 2014 at 5:00 P.M., at which time and place objections to said Budget 
and Tax Resolution for the year 2014 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested 
persons made by Freeholder Crabb, seconded by Freeholder Graham and passed 
unanimously. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 
 
 
 
15. PERSONNEL 
 

A. Personnel Agenda (no Personnel Agenda for this meeting) 
 
B. Resolutions 
 
 1. RESOLUTION RE: AUTHORIZING THE SUSSEX COUNTY BOARD 

178-2014  OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS TO CONSENT TO 
THE AWARD OF CONTRACT TO BENECARD BY 
THE SUSSEX COUNTY SELF INSURANCE FUND 
COMMISSION  

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Crabb to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Freeholder 
Phoebus. 
 
Mr. Eskilson explained that Benecard will replace the current provider, Prescription 
Corporation of America (PCA), its quote was some $700,000.00 less than PCA’s renewal 
quote; although the overall costs still will increase by $100,000.00 per year, it is less than 
what the County would have paid had the County stayed with PCA.  On a per month basis, 
Benecard is actually slightly higher than the State Health Benefits Plan, but because there 
was a three month roll-in for the State Health Benefits Plan, three month delay, the County 
would have to carry PCA for that three month period at its higher quoted rate and when you 
blend those, that would actually cost the County $100,000.00 more to go to the State Plan 
with the PCA overlap, so the County can return to the State Plan discussion some seven or 
eight months hence and accelerate the submission of quotes for next year’s cycle, but given 
all that, this is clearly the most cost effective and efficient proposal.   
 
On Roll Call the vote was: 
 
Freeholder Crabb   Yes 
Freeholder Graham   Yes 
Freeholder Mudrick   Yes 
Freeholder Phoebus  Yes 
Freeholder Director Vohden Yes 

 
16. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT  

 
A. Other   

 
Mr. Eskilson said that collectively, this Freeholder Board, has spent more time on this Budget 
than any other Budget and thanked them for all of the hours spent and on giving up their 
personal time; Mr. Eskilson also recognized and commended Bernie Re and Rob Maikis for 
all of their hard work, countless hours, and selfless dedication. 
 
Mr. Eskilson reminded the Board that there is a second vacancy on the Board of Trustees of 
the College and they are running through the process now, but he is not sure exactly what 
the Search Committee intends to do at this point; however, he does have some phone calls 
out to members of the Search Committee with respect to whether they want to move forward 
with the current pool or go back out into the market; he will be back to the Freeholder Board 
in short order if they go from the current pool and could have two suggestions for advice and 
consent by next meeting. 
 
Mr. Eskilson said he wasn’t sure if the Board had been seeing the NJAC emails on arbitration 
reform; he gave the Board an update on these emails and the two Bills that are circulating in 
the Legislature that support this reform.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17.   COUNTY COUNSEL  
 
Mr. McConnell has one item for closed session under Contract with regard to real property. 
 

A. Capital Projects 
 

B. Litigation 
 

C. Contract 
 

 D. Other Matters  
 
18. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
Freeholder Phoebus thanked Bernie Re, Rob Maikis, Mr. Eskilson and all the Department 
Heads for all the hard work that went into the preparation of this Budget. 
 
Mr. Re came forward and said that he appreciated the Board’s activity and involvement in the 
process, too; he gave a brief overview of the Budget process and all that is involved in 
getting to this point. 
 
19. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Freeholder Graham said that the Sussex County League of Municipalities is having an Ethics 
Seminar on Saturday, March 29, 2014, at 9:00 a.m., at the Andover Borough Firehouse, and 
all elected and appointed officials are welcome. 
 
 A. Discussion concerning authorization for Freeholder Mudrick to sign a letter of 

support for the Sussex County Arts and Heritage Council’s application for the 
2015-2017 LAP Grant. 

 
MOTION made by Freeholder Phoebus to authorize Freeholder Mudrick to sign a letter of 
support for the Sussex County Arts and Heritage Council’s application for the 2015-2017 LAP 
Grant, seconded by Freeholder Crabb and passed unanimously. 
 
Freeholder Mudrick gave some background on the LAP Grant. 
 
20. PUBLIC SESSION FROM THE FLOOR 
 (Please note: Everyone is asked to keep their comments to 5 minutes or less) 
 
MOTION made at 6:15 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to open the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Graham and passed unanimously. 
 
Comment from Herman Terpstra 
 
Herman Terpstra of Sussex came forward; he said that Sussex County sponsors North 
Haven for Homeless Veterans which is located just outside of Washington in Warren County 
where the Vets can go, have a place to stay and learn an occupation; it is $1,500.00 per 
room and with Sussex County having five Legion Posts the County sponsors three rooms.   
 
MOTION made at 6:17 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to close the meeting to the Public, 
seconded by Freeholder Phoebus and passed unanimously.  
 
21. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 



MOTION made at 6:18 p.m. to go into Executive Session for an item under Contract dealing 
with real property made by Freeholder Crabb, seconded by Freeholder Phoebus and passed 
unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTION RE: REQUESTING EXECUTIVE SESSION (voice vote)  
179-2014 
 
 
 
A. Personnel 

   
B. Contract 

 
C. Litigation 

 
D. Other Matters  

 
It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed 
to the public upon the determination of the Sussex County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 
 
MOTION made at 6:25 p.m. by Freeholder Mudrick to come out of Executive Session and 
return to Open Session seconded by Freeholder Phoebus and passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION made by Freeholder Phoebus to direct County Counsel to pursue the particular 
parcel as indicated in Closed Session, seconded by Freeholder Crabb and passed 
unanimously. 
 
22.  REMINDERS  
 
 Wednesday  April 9, 2014  Regular Meeting  5:00 PM 
 
23. ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION made at 6:26 p.m. by Freeholder Crabb to adjourn, seconded by Freeholder 
Phoebus and passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Elaine A. Morgan, Clerk 
 
DATED:  MARCH 26, 2014  


