Sussex County Youth Services Commission
Meeting Date:  June 20, 2007
Time:  12:30pm

Place:  Sussex County Sheriff’s Conference Room, Newton



In Attendance:  
Barbara Adolphe

Julie Allen

John G. Armeno

Cindy Armstrong

Kathy Baklarz

Carol Benevy

Natalie Contreras

Patricia David

Mary Dolan

David Johnston

John Koerber

Melissa Latronica

Liz Manley

Lisanne Mazzola

Margaret Pittaluga

Jeanne Tarantino
Debra Wagner

Jennifer Whitlock

Jeena Williams

Kristen Williams


In the absence of a Co Chair, Ms. Benevy called the meeting to order at 12:35pm and announced that this is an open public meeting.  Everyone in attendance was asked to introduce themselves.
APPROVAL OF May 16, 2007 MINUTES:
Ms. Benevy opened the floor for discussion of the May minutes, then called for a motion to accept to accept the minutes as written.  Ms. Latronica so moved, Ms. Pittaluga seconds.  All in favor, motion carried.  All not present at the May meeting abstain.
new business:

2008 Comprehensive County Youth Services Plan Update – Ms. Benevy announced that planning subcommittee meetings have been scheduled in courthouse jury room 204 for our JJC 2008 Plan Update planning meetings from 11:00 to 12:30 (right before YRT) on the following dates: 7/10/07, 7/24/07, 8/14/07, 8/28/07 and 9/11/07.  We expect these will all take place at the Courthouse in jury room 204, but will send an email out to everyone to confirm.

Juvenile Substance Abuse Evaluations – Ms. Benevy reports that Teresa Mankin is no longer doing evaluations since she took a full time position with the court, replacing Samantha Guber.  Jackie Tillson, LCADC, SAC counselor from Hopatcong will be covering evals for juveniles and adults for the summer, with Leslie Malnak as backup.  If your agency is providing any substance abuse related services to a juvenile referred by Court, Probation or Juvenile Conference Committee, you should find out from the client/ client’s family if an eval was done within the past 3-6 months by Teresa/ Jackie/ Leslie and if so,  obtain a signed release from the client and request a copy of the eval report from the evaluator.  This report should be used to obtain background info to facilitate the intake process and reduce the number of times a family has to relay their situation details.
OLD Business:
Family Intervention Services Monitoring – Ms. Benevy reports that the monitoring site visit was done on June 8 and went very well, see handout for copy of the monitoring report.  Also, the Planning committee met on June 12 to review the results of the monitoring and determine whether the program continues to be the best way to meet identified needs.  The committee voted to recommend that the State renew the Family Intervention Services YIP/ Community Development contract for next year.  Ms. Benevy opened the floor for discussion then asked for a motion to approve the report as written.  Ms. Manley so moved, Ms. Armstrong seconds.  All in favor, motion carried.  Ms. Contreras and Ms. Mazzola abstain.  
Monitoring Site Visits – Ms. Benevy reports that site visits have been completed for two programs and the rest will be completed by the end of July.  Those interested in participating on the monitoring committee should contact Ms. Benevy.

Reports: 
County DHS – Sussex County Youth Shelter – Ms. Latronica reports the average daily census of juveniles at the shelter was 4 in May with 116 child care days provided.   Also, there was a meeting on June 18 between Probation, Family Intake, Family Division, Shelter, FCIU and County staff to discuss the process of moving residents through the shelter program more efficiently.  One issue that was identified was what to do when the shelter is full and it is a holiday or long weekend.  The group recommended that on Wednesday the week before a holiday, Shelter staff and referring agencies will review all youth who are currently in the shelter to determine if any may be ready to return home or go to appropriate placement.  The goal is to avoid entering a long weekend or holiday with the shelter at or near capacity so that beds will be available in an emergency.  In addition, if youth who are at the shelter are ready to exit the program, the  referring agency or shelter staff may request a hearing after one week (instead of two) when appropriate, in order to reduce unnecessary length of stay and free up the bed. 
County DHS – Sussex County Juvenile Detention Center –  no report.
Juvenile Justice Commission – Ms. K. Williams reporting for Mr. Saylor, reports that Howard Beyer is going to retire from his position as Executive Director of the Juvenile Justice Commission in September.  His replacement has not yet been named.   Also, the 2008 Plan Update documents have been given to the county coordinators and the completed Plan will be due to the Juvenile Justice Commission in September.
Division of Child Behavioral Health Services – Ms. J. Williams reports the State DCBHS has put the brakes on the process of decentralizing level of care determinations, a function currently done by Value Options for the entire state.  Instead they are focusing on telephonic care coordination and information/ referrals.  There is a steering committee meeting every two weeks to discuss the unification of case management (CMO and YCM).  They are currently working on identifying board membership for unified case management entities, conflicts of interest, whether/ which providers should be on the board, whether a unified case management entity can self-refer clients to their own programs and how quarterly reporting will be done for DCBHS.  The first five pilot counties may or may not go to unified case management in November 2007.  Ms. Williams also reports the head of Value Options is leaving, his replacement has not yet been named.  Also, if anyone is having difficulty accessing Mobile Response through the Value Options hotline, call team lead Edna Pomrink immediately at 609-468-9462.  DCBHS is still focusing on bringing children back to New Jersey from out of state placements, with possible monthly case conference to review all children who are out of state.  Group discussed the ongoing concerns of border counties where the closest and most appropriate placement may be in Pennsylvania, such as Kids Peace.  Ms. Williams will relay our concerns to DCBHS, again, but the court settlement requires the State to “bring children home” and there may be no room for deviation from the mandates.
DYFS – Ms. Dolan reports the Division has been making lots of referrals for substance abuse services, and are way over the contracted levels of service for this time of year.  Soon these services will be made available to DYFS-involved youth as well as adults.
Mobile Response and Stabilization Services – Ms. Contreras reports there were 22 dispatches in May, 10 were for Sussex County.  Morris and Sussex have about the same number of families in the 8-week stabilization program.  The Family Intervention Services Denville office is now open, phone issues continue to be addressed.  The new phone numbers and mailing address will be sent out shortly.  Ms. Contreras’ new phone number is 973-586-5243, ext. 319.
Youth Case Management –  NO REPORT.  
Care Management Organization – Ms. Manley reports there are currently 142 youth receiving CMO services, with a few nearing completion.  This means there are many openings and those who have appropriate referrals should not hesitate to submit packets for the Selection meeting.  Recently most referrals have been from Morris County, very few from Sussex.  There have been 18 completions since the program opened in 2006.

Family Support Organization –  Ms. Hirtes reports the FSO is doing well engaging families.  There have been some staff changes, including a new resource coordinator and a new voice for youth.  Also, she says the FSO’s are represented on the state steering committee which Ms. J. Williams discussed, so they will continue to advocate for youth to be placed in the most appropriate placement which allows the most family participation, even if that means going out of state to a bordering facility.   The FSO of Morris Sussex is having a Family Fun Day Luau on Saturday 6/30/07 in Mount Olive - to send a family, please call the FSO to register.
FCIU – Ms. Tarantino reports there were six families seen by FCIU in May.  Currently there is one youth placed by FCIU at the Youth Shelter, and one who was discharged yesterday.
Announcements/ conferences/ program openings:
Program openings – Ms. Benevy discussed an issue that has been identified that referring agencies are often unsure of what programs/ services are available, what the eligibility requirements are, if there are openings and/or funding available, and how to make referrals.  As of the September SCYSC meeting, we will have a standing agenda item where any agency serving court involved or at-risk juveniles will be able to announce program openings and briefly describe the referral process during this portion of the meeting.  The goal of this will be to increase coordination of services across the continuum of care to better serve the kids and their families.  Group discussed and requested a sheet be handed out at the meeting listing these openings.  This will be discussed further at the Planning meetings.
Mr. Koerber added that police departments doing Station House adjustments are unaware of programs/ resources to divert juveniles from court and end up using the same few sanctions over and over.  Group suggested we try to reach out to the chiefs, but also to the officers during their annual trainings, since information doesn’t always flow all the way down to the officers in the field.  
Mr. Koerber reports there will be a new family court judge as of September, currently it looks like this will be Judge Farber.  
MEETING ADJOURNED:
At 1:35 pm Ms. Benevy requested a motion to adjourn the meeting; it was moved by Mr. Armeno, Ms. Latronica, seconds.  All in favor, motion carried.
The next SCYSC Meeting will be Wednesday, September 19, 2007; at 12:30pm at the Sheriff’s Office conference room. 
Respectfully submitted by:
Carol Benevy



7/9/07





Carol Benevy, YSC Coordinator

Date

