February 18, 2015
Regular Meeting
Sussex County Board of Taxation
Minutes

Open Public Meetings Act Statement

The Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Taxation was opened by President John
Fierro; with a reading of the Open Public Meetings Act, at 9:23 AM.

Followed by the: Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call Mr. Rich Ecke; Present; - Mr. George Conway; Present, Mr. John Fierro, Present.

Approval of Minutes - January 21, 2015 — Regular Meeting

President John Fierro introduced the Minutes from the January 21, 2015 - Regular Meeting of
the Tax Board, and asked if there were any comments or questions about those minutes; Commissioners
Ecke and Conway confirmed they had none. President Fierro asked for a Motion to approve the
Minutes; Commissioner Conway made a Motion; Commissioner Ecke seconded; all in favor.

OLD BUSINESS:-

Office Reconstruction —

Melissa Rockwell, Tax Administrator, gave a brief update on the progress of the reconstruction
project. She told the Board Joe Buiso still hadn’t been in touch with her, but at this time she thought the
project should be put “on hold” until the summer due to Board of Taxation’s busy Appeal/Hearing’s
schedule.

Mediation Hearing —

Ms. Rockwell told the Board there would be a telephone mediation conference at the Board of
Taxation office on Thursday — February 19" at 11:00 AM, regarding a GRC complaint filed by Sparta
resident Joseph McGill, who claims the Board denied his request for a transcript of his regular tax appeal
hearing, held on May 28, 2014. Although he initially requested, and we provided him with an audio CD,
the Board of Taxation office explained to him that there were no means to provide a “written transcript”
of the hearing. However, in order to accommodate Mr. McGill, the office contacted and arranged for a
local transcription firm to commit to the written transcription order. Ms. Rockwell told the Board that
the office would be represented by Michelline Foster, Deputy Attorney General (State of New Jersey.

Newton West vs. Town of Newton —

Ms. Rockwell, Tax Administrator, as well as Carol Dennis, Former Tax Administrator, were



Deposed regarding a tax appeal that was filed at the State Tax Court level. They (Newton West)
appealed the “Freeze Act,” and they are claiming the 2011 reassessment was not complete. Ms.
Rockwell was not sure why she and Ms. Dennis were being deposed, since they have nothing to do with
municipal appeals.

Municipal Tax Assessor —

President Fierro asked Tax Administrator Melissa Rockwell about Jason Laliker, Tax Assessor,
who is now responsible for seven (7) towns. Because Mr. Laliker is responsible for 1/3 of the county’s
municipality’s, Mr. Fierro just wanted to make sure the lines of communication were open, and that all
responsible aspects and points are being covered. Ms. Rockwell told him Jason was doing very well, and
she assured Mr. Fierro that she communicates with Mr. Laliker, as well the other municipal assessors’ on
a regular basis.

Municipal Reassessment/Revaluation —

President Fierro asked if there was any “feedback” from the Township of Vernon; since their last
meeting, regarding a reassessment program. Ms. Rockwell said she had not heard anything, but that
she thinks they were pleased with their discussions.

NEW BUSINESS

Preliminary Equalization Table —

Ms. Rockwell provided the Board with copies of the 2015 Preliminary Equalization Table. She
explained that, she has the “Page 8” ratio’s (for the reassessment/revaluation towns), with the
exception of Montague Township. The 2015 Tax Book (Township of Montague) is not yet final because
they asked for, and were granted, an extension due to the number of property owners that scheduled
appointments to discuss their new Revaluation assessments. In addition, the revaluation firm and the
assessor needed more time to double-check the Golf Course and the Pipeline. The “pipeline” is
important; it added a lot to the ratable base. Ms. Rockwell reminded the Board that the equalization
table is preliminary, and subject to change.

OTHER BUSINESS

Conferences and Seminars -

New Jersey International Association of Assessing Officers

Thel3th Consecutive March full day seminar is to be held on Thursday — March 12, 2015, at the
Forsgate Country Club in Monore Township, New Jersey. The program will provide six (6) hours of tax
appeal related instruction and is designed for assessors, appraisers, attorneys, and anyone involved in
the assessment appeal process.




Appeal Schedule -

Ms. Rockwell asked the Board of let her know of any dates they would be unavailable for Tax
Appeal Hearings, so that she can start the scheduling process.

Regular Meeting — Reorganization —

Due to scheduling conflicts, the Board discussed the possibility of having the reorganization
meeting scheduled for April 15, 2015, instead of May 5, 2015.

There being no further business to come before the Board, President John Fierro made a motion
to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 AM, Commissioner George Conway seconded the motion; all in favor.
Respectfully submitted by,

Marylou Hennighan

County of Sussex
Board of Taxation



