July 16, 2014
Regular Meeting
Sussex County Board of Taxation
Minutes

Open Public Meetings Act Statement

The Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Taxation was opened by President, John
Fierro; with a reading of the Open Public Meetings Act, at 9:22 AM.

Followed by the: Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call - Mr. George Conway; Present, Mr. Rich Ecke; Present; Mr. John Fierro, Present.

Approval of Minutes - May 1, 2014 — Special Meeting

President John Fierro said he assumed everybody had an opportunity to review the Minutes
from the May 1** Special meeting of the Tax Board, and asked if there were any comments or questions.
There being no comments or questions, President Fierro asked if anyone would like to make a Motion to
approve the Minutes. Commissioner George Conway made a Motion to approve the Minutes; Vice
President Ecke seconded the Motion; all in favor.

Tax Rate Certification —

County Tax Administrator Melissa Rockwell presented the Tax Rates, Breakdown, and
Certification sheet to the Commissioners, and noted she’d recently received information concerning one
(1) issue regarding the Township of Walpack.

Although Ms. Rockwell struck the Tax Rate based on the information she’d received, she did question an
increase from 2013 to 2014 of over $1.00. She was told by the Municipal Tax Collector, everything was
correct, and the reason for the increase was due to a student who would be attending Kittatinny
Regional High School; hence the tax rate increase.

A few days later, Ms. Rockwell received a telephone call from the Walpack Township Tax Collector,
concerning a mistake. She informed Ms. Rockwell that Kittatinny Regional School District incorrectly
filed an “A4F” (New Jersey Department of Education) for the Walpack student attending Kittatinny.
Apparently, after some research, the town discovered a statute under Title: 40 that basically states:
once a Municipality determines they’re going to pay school taxes out of their fund balance, they can no



longer raise school monies by taxation. Once Walpack is Amended, a new Tax Rate, Breakdown, and
Certification sheet will need to be signed by the Board of Taxation Commissioners.

While reviewing the tax rate sheet, President Fierro commented on some of the other towns, and
qguestioned some of their Ratio’s, especially towns that are one vyear removed from a
reassessment/revaluation.

Ms. Rockwell talked about “Page 8” (The complete formula for determining the New Average Ratio of
Revalued or Reassessed Districts), and explained that the formula is an average, and not necessarily an
accurate depiction of market value. Next year’s Ratio’s for those towns should be compared in order to
provide a more accurate picture. Ms. Rockwell offered to go over the “Page 8” formula with President
Fierro, so that he could have a better understanding of how it’s actually calculated.

President’s Report -

Ms. Rockwell presented the President’s Report; Annual Report of the Sussex County Board of Taxation
Tax Appeal Statistics for the Tax Year: 2014. The report was reviewed by all three (3) Commissioners
and President Fierro made some comments about the Original Amount of Assessed Valuation Appealed,
the Total Amount of Assessment Reduction, and the Adjusted Assessed Valuation.

Reappointment of County Tax Administrator -

A Resolution was presented to the Board for the reappointment of Melissa A. Rockwell, to a second -
three (3) year term, effective August 1, 2014. Vice President Rich Ecke made a Motion to approve the
Resolution, President Fierro seconded the Motion; all in favor.

Borough of Andover

The State of New Jersey will not accept the Reassessment application until a contract is attached.
President John Fierro made a Motion to approve the application pending the contract, and that once the
contract is received and reviewed, it will be forwarded to the State for their approval. Commissioner
George Conway seconded the Motion; all in favor.

Other Business —

Tax Bills —

Administrator Rockwell told the Board there was one (1) printing error that had no reflection on the
collection of taxes, or the tax rate. It was the State Aide figure; a typographical error, and a taxpayer



from Hamburg happened to notice their state aide figure was incorrect and questioned it. Basically, the
error is in the towns favor, and although reprinting the bills was discussed, the error doesn’t affect the
collection of taxes, or the general tax rate, whatsoever. The State Aide Figure is provided only because a
Legislator passed a Bill to show the breakdown of state aide for each individual town. Ms. Rockwell said
she would have a statement posted on the website.

Reassessments/Revaluations —

Vernon Township -

President Fierro brought up the subject of Vernon Township; getting their data together, and
moving forward with a revaluation/reassessment. Commissioner Conway said he’d had an informal
conversation with the Mayor, and understood the “fly-over” for the maps was complete. They’re in the
process of piecing the Maps together and then it’s up to Lynne Schweighardt (Municipal Tax Assessor) to
decide how she wants to determine neighborhoods, blocks and lots, as well as block and lot changes.

Ms. Rockwell said that now that regular tax appeals are over, and the tax rates are finished, she will be
able to do her “ratio studies” and she’ll look into the Vernon Township sales. Also, it’s the end of the
sampling period, which gives her a better idea, because everything had to be in the system by August.

President Fierro recapped their meeting at the beginning of the year with the Township of Vernon
Governing Body. At that time, we said we would review the data and determine whether it was
necessary to move forward with a Revaluation in the Town. Since it’s July, and there is no meeting in
August, President Fierro suggested Administrator Rockwell might want to schedule a meeting with
Vernon Township in September or whenever she has the data.

Commissioner Conway mentioned the “Coefficient of Deviation” reports, and their importance and
necessity when considering a Revaluation. Administrator Rockwell said the reports would come out in
October, and that would be a good time to meet with Vernon Township. Also, the Board will have
actual data to work with.

Montague Township -

Administrator Rockwell said Montague Township received their approvals from the State of New
Jersey, so they would be moving forward with their Revaluation, which is desperately needed.

Sparta Township —

Administrator Rockwell said she’d spoken to Joe Ferraris (Sparta Township Tax Assessor)
recently, and they discussed the Tax Maps, and some of the new requirements by the State of New
Jersey, for instance; Blocks and Lots for private roads.



Annual Reassessments —

President Fierro asked about the status of the Annual Reassessment program. Administrator
Rockwell informed Mr. Fierro that Bob Vance, Somerset County Tax Administrator, was supposed to
make a presentation to the Sussex County Assessors’ Association on Annual Reassessment. However,
prior to the presentation, Mr. Vance suffered an injury; Ms. Rockwell was unsure as to whether or not
he would be able to travel. She said she had spoken to another gentleman who co-presents with Mr.
Vance, about the possibility of an annual reassessment presentation.

New Farmland Regulations —

Administrator Rockwell told the Board all the letters regarding the new farmland changes have
been sent out by the municipalities, and a copy has been received by the Board of Taxation office, as
required by the State of New Jersey. The reason it had to go out this year is because Farmland
applications filed by August 1, 2014 are for the year 2015, and during the year 2015, the income
increase from $500.00 to $1,000.00 for the first five (5) acres, becomes effective.

Also effective in 2015: where a farm’s acreage is less than seven (7) acres, a descriptive narrative of the
agricultural/horticultural uses, a sketch of their location and the number of acres devoted is required.

President Fierro asked Ms. Rockwell if she thought it might be a good idea to host a seminar or some
type of an informal gathering for all the farm owners in the county, to go over how to handle the
paperwork. Ms. Rockwell said she thought it would be best to wait until all the regulations are set by
the State. President Fierro said he felt the County Tax Board should be proactive about communicating
the important new changes.

Farmland Seminar -

Administrator Rockwell said she had received a telephone call several months back, from the Regional
Forrester who had some issues; where there were certain property owners that were doing
“something,” and the Assessor was questioning what they were doing, and whether or not it was right
or wrong. A lot of it is just miscommunication as far as a woodlands management plan, and exactly
what the woods are supposed to look like when you go out and do an inspection; It's not something
that your everyday person is going to know.

Many years ago, the County of Sussex hosted a seminar, which Ms. Rockwell attended. It was held by
one of the foresters who does a lot of work in the area. The group took a “field trip” to a local farm
where they discussed what to look for, and what “not” to look for, when doing a farmland inspection.
For instance; invasive foliage and what has to be done to maintain a healthy forest.



Administrator Rockwell and President Fierro discussed the possibility of arranging this type of seminar
for the Municipal Assessors, and perhaps opening it up to other neighboring county assessors.

There being no further business to come before the Board, President John Fierro made a motion

to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 AM, Commissioner Conway seconded the motion; all in favor.

Respectfully submitted by,

Marylou Hennighan



