
September 16, 2015 
Sussex County Board of Taxation 
Regular Meeting - Reorganization 

Minutes 
 
 
Open Public Meetings Act Statement 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Taxation was opened by President John Fierro; 
with a reading of the Open Public Meetings Act, at 9:08 AM. 
 
Followed by:  Salute to the Flag 
 
Roll Call:   Mr. George Conway, Present; Mr. Rich Ecke, Present; Mr. John Fierro, Present. 
 
Approval of Minutes -     July 15, 2015 – Regular Meeting 
 
 President John Fierro introduced the Minutes from the July 15, 2015 - Regular Meeting of the Tax 
Board, and asked if the commissioners had had an opportunity to review them; Mr. Conway mentioned he was 
not present that the July 15th meeting, and so did not wish to make any comments in that regard; President 
John Fierro confirmed Mr. Conway’s absence at which time Commissioner Rich Ecke said the Minutes were 
fine, and President Fierro asked for a Motion to approve the Minutes.  Mr. Ecke made the Motion, Mr. Conway 
Seconded the Motion; all in favor. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS – 
  
2015 Abstract of Ratables 
 
 President John Fierro introduced the 2015 Abstract of Ratables from his meeting packet (Melissa 
Rockwell, County Tax Administrator – absent from this meeting).  Marylou Hennighan, County Tax Board Clerk, 
told the Board that what they were actually looking at was a draft of the abstract, and she produced the 
original for the Boards signature/certification. 
  
2015 Rollback Hearings – 
 

Rollback Hearings were Introduced, and all parties were sworn in for the following Municipalities:   
 
 
    Green Township/Penny Holenstein, Assessor 
       Richard A. Stein, Municipal Attorney 
    Block 31/Lot 1.06   Cedar Peak, LLC 
 
    Sandyston Township/Robert Pastor, Assessor 
       Michael S. Garofalo, Municipal Attorney 
    Block 1002/Lot 5.05   Lampeter, Joseph 



 
    Wantage Township/Kristy Lockburner, Assessor 
       Brian M. Hak, Municipal Attorney 
    Block 142/Lot 14.02   Gigantino, Peter & Corinne 
    Block 40/Lot 1.01   Smith, Cairlin A. et al 
    Block 117/Lot 13   Ridgeview Estates, Inc. 
    Block 113/Lot 8.11   Perlee, Robert W. & Jean C. 
    Block 121/Lot 15.36   Nerone, Thomas 
 
    Andover Borough/Joseph Ferraris, Assessor 
       Frank McGovern, Municipal Attorney 
    Block 11/Lot 1    O’Hanlon, Carol & Cook, Joanne 
        
    Sparta Township/Joseph Ferraris, Assessor 
       Richard A. Stein, Municipal Attorney 
    Block 12006/Lot 7  C001  Basher, Chester W. Jr. & Beryl 
    Block 12006/Lot 7  C002  Basher, Chester W. Jr. & Beryl 
    Block 7001/Lot 3.01   Pope John XXIII Endowment Fund 
    Block 12006/Lot 8 QFARM  Taggart, William P. & Patricia A. 
    Block 12006/Lot 9 QFARM  Taggart, William P. & Patricia A. 
 

 
The Rollback Hearings have been recorded, adjudicated, processed and filed accordingly.  All correspondence 
pertaining to the Rollback Hearing’s, is available for review at the Sussex County Board of Taxation Office:  83 
Spring Street, Suite 301, Newton, NJ  07860. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS – 
 
Revaluations/Reassessments – Sparta Township 
 
 Joseph Ferraris, Assessor, Township of Sparta gave the Board an update (as of September 13, 2015) on 
the status of the Township’s Revaluation.  Mr. Ferraris had a discussion with Mr. Rob Brescia, Project Manager 
at Appraisal Systems, Inc.; they are at about 70% completion with the Residential properties in the township as 
of yesterday, and are completed with the Commercial, as far as inspections go.   
 
Things are moving along; they are projecting the beginning or end of November to be complete; they are 
analyzing sales – they have about 50 – 75 more sales to go through.  The “neighborhoods” are mostly 
completed as far as breaking up the town; Mr. Ferraris is comfortable with the progress at this point.   
 
The township has had revaluation updates at their meetings at the Town Hall.  Mr. Ferraris said they have a lot 
of sales statistics from 2013, 2014 & 2015 – there is a link on the Sparta Township website and it redirects to 
the Appraisal Systems, Inc. website and it’s being updated periodically.  About 1/3 of the Farms have been 
completed; Joe said the taxpayers are being proactive and calling – they want to make sure they don’t miss 
their inspections.  Mr. Ferraris reiterated he is comfortable where they’re at - the town is in good shape as far 
as the 2016 Revaluation is concerned.   



 
President Fierro asked about the town’s sales statistics.  Mr. Ferraris said sales are pretty stable, and once in a 
while you get one that is questionable.  Mr. Fierro said “kudos” to Mr. Ferraris on keeping the town, and all the 
taxpayers, well informed about the revaluation process through the meetings.  Commissioner George Conway 
asked Mr. Ferraris if he’d seen any big “jumps” in any neighborhoods; Mr. Ferraris said it’s a little too soon to 
tell, as the revaluation company is still in the process of analyzing sales; they are just starting to come up with 
some land values. 
 
The Township will be holding informal meetings with property owners at the municipal building or some other 
local venue.  Also, on the website, they will have the “tax impact calculator” where the property owners can 
plug in their old assessment, plug in their new assessment (based on the 2015 municipal budget); sales will be 
listed, as well as pictures, in neighborhood order.   
 
Property owners are encouraged to make an appointment with the Revaluation firm, for an informal hearing 
just to make sure everything is correct; to discuss the new assessment and review the property record card for 
accuracy. 
 
Update on Status of Digital Tax Map Project 
 
 Ms. Hennighan distributed a copy of the Status of Vernon Township Digital Tax Map Project (as of 
September 1, 2015), to the Board.  The report from Spatial Data Logic, indicated: presuming a normal review 
by the Division of Taxation, a fully approved and stamped version of the new Digital Map could be expected by 
summer 2016.   
 
President Fierro suggested the Board invite Vernon Township to the December meeting to discuss 
revaluation/reassessment for 2018. 
 
   
   There being no further business to come before the Board, President John Fierro made a Motion to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:37AM, Commissioner George Conway seconded the motion; all in favor. 
 
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Marylou Hennighan 
County of Sussex 
Board of Taxation 


