September 17, 2014
Regular Meeting
Sussex County Board of Taxation
Minutes

Open Public Meetings Act Statement

The Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Taxation was opened by Board President,
John Fierro; with a reading of the Open Public Meetings Act, at 9:17 AM.

Roll Call - Mr. George Conway; Present, Mr. Rich Ecke; Present; Mr. John Fierro, Present.

Followed by the: Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes - July 16, 2014 — Regular Meeting

President John Fierro asked if everybody had an opportunity to review the Minutes from the
July 16, 2014 Regular meeting of the Tax Board, and asked if there were any comments, questions or
corrections. Commissioner George Conway made a Motion to accept the Minutes; Vice President Ecke
seconded the Motion; all in favor.

NEW BUSINESS

Rollback Hearings were Introduced for the following Municipalities:

Lafayette Township/Maureen Kaman, Assessor - Present

Stillwater Township/Penny Holenstein, Assessor and
Municipal Attorney Richard Stein, Esq. — Present

Sandyston Township/Robert Pastor, Assessor —Present

Andover Borough/Joseph Ferraris, Assessor — Present

Before proceeding to the Vernon Township Rollback Hearings, Mr. Joseph Ferraris, Tax Assessor

was asked if he could give the Board a brief update on the Andover Borough, and Sparta Township
Reassessment/Revaluation status:



Borough of Andover

Mr. Ferraris told the Board that the Reassessment was just beginning to get started; Mr. Glenn
Sherman (Appraisal Systems, Inc.) sent Mr. Ferraris an information sheet of his requirements before
they get started. Mr. Ferraris said, interestingly, there were seven (7) sales this year, two (2) of which
were commercial properties; a good sample for a town that size. Thankfully, even though it is late in
September, the town is small and there should be no issues with finishing the project in a timely fashion.

Township of Sparta

Although there’ve been some issues with the maps, Mr. Ferraris is confident that all items have
been addressed, and the maps have been returned to the State of New Jersey for approval. Mr. Ferraris
said he, and the Engineering Firm (Harold Pellow’s Office), didn’t anticipate some of the map issues, but
because of all the Block and Lot changes, the map’s pages had to be cut differently; so it’s all new, and
basically they’ve started from scratch.

Due to Tax Map regulations, some private roads (i.e. Lake Mohawk) had to be designated as a “private
road,” and assigned a block and lot, plus acreage. Now that there’s a new block and lot number, when
going from one map page to another, there has to be a “match line” designated on the sheet that says,
“this street matches to that street.” A lot of extra work delayed the maps, however, they have been
sent back down to the State on September 16™. Mr. Ferraris said they just need the State to approve
the Maps, and everything else is ready to go; he feels comfortable that if they are approved by October,
they will have enough time (sixteen (16) months) to complete the Revaluation project.

President Fierro asked how the sales were in Sparta Township. Municipal Assessor Joseph Ferraris said
it depends on the area. He’d noticed that there were a lot of listings in the township (over 200)
currently on the market. But, if they don’t sell within a month or two, a lot of those listings will be taken
off, and re-listed in the spring. He also noted, he saw some areas where the sales prices were
dramatically reduced, and he felt the listing prices were a lot higher than he expected them to be.

Continued Rollback Hearings for the following Municipalities:

Vernon Township/Lynne Schweighardt, Assessor and
Municipal Attorney Robert McBriar, Esq. - Present

All Rollback Hearings have been recorded, adjudicated, and filed accordingly. All correspondence
pertaining to the Rollback Hearing’s, is available for review at the Sussex County Board of Taxation
Office: 83 Spring Street, Suite 301, Newton, NJ 07860.



OTHER BUSINESS -

Educational Stipends

Tax Administrator, Melissa Rockwell presented the Board with Educational Stipend Applications
for Kathy Kieb, Assessor — Borough of Branchville (Cape May Conference); Kristy Lockburner, Assessor —
Township of Wantage (NRAAO), and Lynne Schweighardt, Assessor — Township of Vernon (NRAAO).
President Fierro approved and signed the Stipend Applications.

League of Municipalities

Ms. Rockwell informed the Board about the upcoming League of Municipalities in November,
and asked them to let her know as soon as possible, whether or not they planned to attend.

Woodland/Farmland Seminar

Ms. Rockwell said as per their prior discussions regarding a farmland seminar, she had been in
touch to Jack Shuart the Regional Forester, who put her in touch with his “next in line” and to date, she
has not heard back. However, they are in the process of melding something and still plan to do it in
October. It's just a matter of setting up a date, and it would most likely be held at the Linwood-
MacDonald property in Sandyston Township. Ms. Rockwell said she would like to invite the Sussex
County Assessors, and open it up to neighboring counties.

Abstract of Ratables

Ms. Rockwell said she was still waiting for Mr. Re, County Treasurer, to sign the certification
sheet of the Abstract of Ratables.

Miscellaneous
Ms. Rockwell informed the Board that she was invited to speak at the County Association of
Municipal Clerks on Thursday — September 18, 2014, where she would be discussing Revaluations,

Reassessments, and Compliance Plans.

Ms. Rockwell also mentioned she would be teaching for Rutgers; and that she and President Fierro were
asked if they would speak again, at the Sussex County Board of Realtors.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner George Conway made
a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:21 AM, President Fierro seconded the motion; all in favor.

Respectfully submitted by,

Marylou Hennighan



