
September 21, 2016 
Sussex County Board of Taxation 
Regular Meeting - Reorganization 

Minutes 
 
 
Open Public Meetings Act Statement 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Taxation was opened by President John Fierro; 
with a reading of the Open Public Meetings Act, at 9:25 AM. 
 
Followed by:  Salute to the Flag 
 
Roll Call:   Mr. Rich Ecke, Present; Mr. George Conway, Absent; Mr. John Fierro, Present. 
 
Approval of Minutes -     May 5, 2016 – Regular/Reorganization Meeting 
 
 President John Fierro introduced the Minutes from the May 5, 2016 – Regular/Reorganization Meeting 
of the Tax Board, and asked if Commissioner Richard Ecke had an opportunity to review them; Commissioner 
Ecke said he did review the minutes and didn’t have any comments or questions.  President Fierro made a 
Motion to approve the Minutes.  Commissioner Ecke seconded the Motion; all in favor. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS – 
  
2016 Abstract of Ratables 
 
 President John Fierro introduced the 2016 Abstract of Ratables to be signed by the Board.  Mr. Fierro 
said he thought everything looked good and asked if there were any comments or questions.   Commissioner 
Ecke said he had no comments or questions and both he and President Fierro signed/certified the original. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS – 
 
2016 Final Tax Rate Summary 
 
 Melissa Rockwell, County Tax Administrator presented the Board with the 2016 Final Tax Rate 
Summary to be signed by the Board.  She updated the Commissioners about an issue/dispute in the Township 
of Walpack regarding the A4-F (2016-2017 School District Budget Statement – Tax Levy Certification), and how 
the Township would address the final outcome. 
 
New Jersey Association of County Tax Boards. 
 
 Administrator Melissa Rockwell informed the Board that the NJACTB was in the midst of a lawsuit and 
would be going to Trial on Friday – September 23, 2016; the Association is to be represented by Julian Gorelli, 
Esq.  Ms. Rockwell said the issue, as she understood It, had to do with the Monmouth County Website (NJACTB 



website), which is a record search of the entire State of New Jersey, and its counties and municipalities, where 
there is access to property owners’ names, addresses, and blocks & lots. 
 
Because of the recent Bill concerning retired police officers and such, there is some discussion on how each 
County Tax Board wants to proceed.  Basically, should the counties allow Monmouth to host its data?  Ssome 
of the counties want to “opt out,” or, should the counties continue as a whole? -  the majority rules.   
 
Office Reconstruction - 
 
 Ms. Rockwell gave a brief update on the status of the office reconstruction and the purchase of some 
new furniture.  Security issues were also discussed; the office - as well as the common area space, which the 
County of Sussex does not currently own.           
  
2016 Rollback Hearings – 
 

Rollback Hearings were Introduced, and all parties sworn in for the following Municipalities:   
 
 
    Lafayette Township/Jason Laliker, Assessor 
       Roy Kurnos, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
    Block 25/Lot 4.01   Lawrence Koster, Inc. 
    Block 21/Lot 32.03   Bruning Construction 
 
    Hampton Township/Joseph Ferraris, Assessor 
       Frank McGovern, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
    Block 801/Lot 1.09   Sweeney 
    Block 3602/Lot 9   Ali 
    Block 3105/Lot 20.02   Augusta Solar Farm 
 
    Sandyston Township/Kathy Kieb, Assessor 
       Michael Hanifan, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
    Block 801/Lot 24.03   Cuco 
     
    Stillwater Township/Penny Holenstein, Assessor 
       Richard Stein, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
    Block 3303/Lot 4.01   McGeehan 
    Block 3401/Lot 4.01   Burke 
        
    Vernon Township/Lynne Schweighardt, Assessor 
       Robert B. McBriar, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
    Block 11/Lot 4    Myslinski 
    Block 270/Lot 11.07   HR II Development (J. Fetterly, Esq.) 
 
    Wantage Township/Kristy Lockburner, Assessor 
       John P. Miller, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
    Block 15/Lot 8    Maggio 



Block 11/Lot 5.01   Eastern Concrete 
    Block 3/Lot 2.01   Clark Road Realty 
    Block 133/Lot 10.01   Valdes 
    Block 139/Lot 2    EREH, LLC 
    Block 39/Lot 10.03   Holmes 
    Block 52/Lot 5.07   Haase 
    Block 135/Lot 8.10   Retained Realty 
    Block 38/Lot 5.06   Andreula 
    Block 18/Lot 36.01   Tarrats 
    Block 18/Lot 38.01   Tarrats 
        

 
The Rollback Hearings have been recorded, adjudicated, processed and filed accordingly.  All correspondence 
pertaining to the Rollback Hearing’s, is available for review at the Sussex County Board of Taxation Office:  83 
Spring Street, Suite 301, Newton, NJ  07860. 
 
 
    
   There being no further business to come before the Board, President John Fierro made a Motion to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:38 AM, Commissioner Richard Ecke seconded the motion; all in favor. 
 
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Marylou Hennighan 
County of Sussex 
Board of Taxation 


