December 17, 2014
Regular Meeting
Sussex County Board of Taxation
Minutes

Open Public Meetings Act Statement

The Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Taxation was opened by President John
Fierro; with a reading of the Open Public Meetings Act, at 9:10 AM.

Followed by the: Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call - Commissioner Rich Ecke; Present; Commissioner George Conway; Present; President John
Fierro, Present.

Approval of Minutes - October 15, 2014 — Regular Meeting

President John Fierro introduced the Minutes from the October 15, 2014 - Regular Meeting of
the Tax Board, and asked if everybody had an opportunity to review them; Commissioners Ecke and
Conway confirmed they had had the opportunity to review the Minutes. Mr. Fierro asked if there were
any comments, or questions; Commissioner George Conway said he had no comments or corrections.
President Fierro asked for a Motion to approve the Minutes; Commissioner Conway made the Motion;
Commissioner Ecke seconded; all in favor.

OLD BUSINESS:-

Reassessment/Revaluation Status

Mr. Glen Sherman, Appraisal Systems, Inc. was introduced and proceeded to update the Board
on the status of the Reassessment/Revaluation towns.

Andover Borough (2015) - The Bid was submitted in late July; approval was received in late August and

contracts were signed about two (2) weeks after the State approved the Reassessment. Currently, all of
the initial mailings are done; the neighborhood delineation’s completed; the data collection has been
completed on the residential and commercial properties; the data entry is done. The analysis and
preliminary valuation of the “Residentials” has been completed, Joe Ferraris (Assessor) has been
provided with a summary of each proposed assessment on the residential properties, and arrangements
are being made to review those values early next week.

The Commercials are under way and should be completed by the end of this week. Once the values are
finalized and approved by Joe, the letters will be mailed out. Hearings will be scheduled for January 7,



8™ and 9. At this time, Mr. Sherman asked the Board for the approval of a short extension until the
end of January to submit the final Tax Book.

Commissioner George Conway made a Motion to extend the final Tax Book cut-off to January 31st for
Andover Borough; Commissioner Rich Ecke seconded the Motion; all in favor.

Township of Montague (2015) — The Proposal was submitted back in April; the contracts were signed in

late June and approval was received in late July. All of the neighborhoods have been delineated, the
data collection has been completed; photography has been completed; the data collection is completed.
Right now, they’re in the process of residential sales analysis; Mr. Sherman anticipates completion
within the next few weeks.

Commercial valuation is complete and those preliminary values have been sent to the Assessor for his
review. In this case, because of the size of the town, Mr. Sherman said he was unsure of what to
anticipate as far as informal hearings. At this time, Mr. Sherman requested the Board approve an
extension to mid-February (Saturday - February 14™) for the final Tax Book submission.

President John Fierro made a Motion to approve an extension for the final tax book cut-off to mid-
February (February 14™); Mr. Conway seconded the Motion; all in favor.

Township of Sandyston (2015) — The Proposal was submitted in late June, the Contract was signed in

August, and the approvals were granted by the Division of Taxation on September 2™. The field work
should be done by the end of this week; the data entry will be completed by the end of this week. Sales
analysis was started but there are no “hard numbers” yet. The commercial valuation is close to being
completed. Since Mr. Pastor, Assessor, is going on vacation, Mr. Sherman said they would like to
complete everything by the end of January.

President Fierro asked the Board of they had any questions; both Commissioner Conway and Ecke said
they had none. Commissioner George Conway made a Motion to approve an extension for the final tax

book cut-off - to the end of January; President Fierro seconded the Motion; all in favor.

Township of Sparta (2016) — Mr. Sherman talked about the Block and Lot changes in the township, and

that the tax maps are up-to-date. They’re gathering all the information they need to begin the
revaluation process; obtaining their MOD-1V, and they will be getting letters out in the beginning of the
New Year.

Mr. Sherman said they’ve been using the “Tablets” for data collection and it saves time because they
don’t have to send a photographer out on a different date; we have a tablet, take a picture front and
back of the house while we’re out there, which links right to the property. All of the data that’s
collected electronically gets transferred the next day to their (ASI) system. The traditional or old
fashioned way, is that you’d have your piece of paper and you’d go out there and draw your sketch, and
then you’d have to turn that in and somebody else would have to enter it. So it eliminates that step —
everybody’s human and people make data entry mistakes now and again, and it eliminates those types
of errors. The nice thing about it is it won’t let you leave the record until everything is filled out, so it
does eliminate field corrections and things of that nature. So if they draw a box and they don’t label it,
it (the Tablet) won’t let them off the sketch until they label that section. In terms of accuracy, it’s going
to be very effective, and will eliminate a lot of mistakes.



President Fierro thanks Mr. Sherman for the Reassessment/Revaluation updates.

NEW BUSINESS

2014 ADDED/OMITTED HEARINGS:

All interested parties were sworn in for the 2014 Added/Omitted Appeals listed below:

Township of Lafayette VS. Aikens, JS & Henderson, V JTR
Township of Montague VS. Foster, Theodore E & Hadley C
VS. Finegan, Desmond & Ruth
Borough of Franklin VS. Tata, Albert & Joanne
VS. Gunderman, George N & Brenda
Township of Hardyston Vs. Forshay, Paul
VS. Shotland Bauer, LLC
VS. Shotland Bauer, LLC
VvS. Shotland Bauer, LLC
Vs. Castellucci, Anthony Jr.
Town of Newton Macaj, Ludmilla vs. Town of Newton
Borough of Andover VS. Wallis, Christopher & Kim
VS. Hall, Donna H
Township of Sparta Kethey, Narasimham L & Preethi vs. Township of Sparta
Franconere, John A & Lordes N vs. Township of Sparta
Township of Wantage Vs. Tenneco, Inc.
VS. Tenneco, Inc.

Velella, Ronald & Lisa vs. Township of Wantage
Oesen, Bernhard & CarolAnn vs. Township of Wantage
Township of Vernon Batkin, Marc V & Patricia L vs. Township of Vernon

All 2014 Added/Omitted Hearings have been recorded, adjudicated, archived, and are available for
review at the Sussex County Board of Taxation Office: 83 Spring Street, Suite 301, Newton, NJ 07860.

OTHER NEW BUSINESS:

Comparable Sales Analysis Form — State of New Jersey

Marylou Hennighan, Board of Taxation Clerk, introduced a new “Comparable Sales Analysis” Form from
the State of New Jersey, and handed out copies to the Commissioners for their review. The form
doesn’t have a column for monetary adjustments — a brief discussion ensued: President Fierro said he
wasn’t sure whether the State was looking for feedback; Commissioner Conway mentioned “not all
square footage is created equal.” It will be hard to overcome the presumption of correctness. Holes



would have to be poked through by the Defendant. President Fierro asked Ms. Hennighan to write
down a few questions to be submitted to Administrator Melissa Rockwell upon her return to the office:

Can the form be modified to add values? Is this just a basic form that can be elaborated by each
county? Or is this something we have to use, or give to an appellant? Because if that’s the case, how
can we determine value if they don’t provide any monetary adjustments? Does this force a municipality
to provide comps or adjustments to these comps? It seems like they (the State) are going to throw the
responsibility on to the municipality. President Fierro said he’d like to review this again in January to
discuss whether this is this absolute, or recommended.

Educational Stipend Applications

Ms. Hennighan introduced two (2) Educational Stipend Applications to the Board. The first one was for
Tax Assessor Joseph Ferraris, Township of Sparta, for the NJACTB Educational Conference in Cape May,
NJ ($435.00).

President Fierro asked for a Motion to approve the educational stipend — Commissioner Ecke Seconded
the Motion; all in favor.

The Second Educational Stipend Application was introduced on behalf of Tax Assessor Kristy Lockburner,
Township of Wantage, for the Woodland/Farmland Seminar in Sandyston, NJ ($50.00).

President Fierro asked for a Motion to Approve the Educational Stipend Application; Commissioner
George Conway seconded the Motion; all in favor.

President John Fierro made a Motion to cancel the Regular Meeting scheduled for Thursday — December
18, 2014 due to the small number of Added/Omitted appeals filed for 2014. Commissioner George
Conway seconded the Motion; all in favor.

There being no further business to come before the Board, President John Fierro made a motion

to adjourn the meeting at 11:46 AM, Commissioner George Conway seconded the motion; all in favor.

Respectfully submitted by,

Marylou Hennighan

County of Sussex
Board of Taxation



